REVIEWS (BOOKS) 135

and a basic starting point for research on the Treaty of Waitangi.

The problem in reviewing publications like The Treaty of Waitangi Companion is that
they can be easily dismissed as a random collection of observations and comments by
anyone and everyone. Historians by nature tend to avoid texts such as this, preferring to
align their material within a sequence that allows a ‘grand narrative’ of the past. Sometimes
we submit our work as lesser narratives with more emphasis on the mini-narrative; yet
this is really a false humility. Whether the narratives are authoritative or something less,
historians still act as the Grand Masters of time and space. Historical narratives may start
at the end of an event or in the middle, but whichever sequence is used historians create
historical time. And in this time schema, figures from the past are given voice and are
equally silenced, depending on the whim of the author and the particular agenda they wish
to pursue.

The Treaty of Waitangi has revealed weakness ever since it was signed. Yet over the
past three decades historians have produced as many opinions on the Treaty as there are
facts. We should not be surprised to see Television New Zealand scheduling on Waitangi
Day, About Waitangi: What Really Happened, even though historians know full well that
we can never know what ‘really happened’. The problem we now have with any discussion
on the Treaty is that there are as many opinions as there are leaves on the ground and birds
in the air — all of which are ‘new’, ‘ground breaking’ and ‘authoritative’.

The Companion is more relaxed about its position among the debris and this makes
a welcome change for the reader. The editors avoid the authoritative position when they
say that there are no facts outside the construction of theories. Having placed aside the
burden of writing history as a detective novel, selected readings are provided within
ten overarching themes, ranging from the obvious movements towards the Treaty to the
‘New Zealand Wars’, and finishing with contemporary comments from this millennium.

The only real criticism I have is that there are few texts in Maori. Penetito should
have known this and there is no real excuse for their absence. Maori newspapers are now
available online and there is a vast range of material that could have been used, even if the
editors had limited themselves to the 7e Ao Hou magazine, or even extracts from Television
New Zealand’s Waka Huia and Te Karere, let alone Te Kaea. The omission of Maori texts is
a significant gap in this book and ultimately its weakness because the range of material and
the phrasing used would have signaled a wider range of views and feelings Maori have had

towards the Treaty.
TE MAIRE TAU
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Quarantine! Protecting New Zealand at the Border. By Gavin McLean and Tim Shoebridge.
Otago University Press, Dunedin, 2010. 184pp. NZ price: $45.00. ISBN 978-1-877372-82-7.

ONE THING THAT IMMEDIATELY STRUCK ME about this beautifully produced
short history is the centrality of quarantine to border security in New Zealand. From the
opening pages it is clear that this has been the case throughout the country’s history. As an
aside it is interesting that in the current political climate a similar observation in Australia
would possibly be politicized and the point lost in a bipartisan discussion about defending
Commonwealth shores, whereas the opposite is the case in New Zealand when considering
the quarantine experience. Indeed Gavin McLean and Tim Shoebridge even include a
mirthful sight gag on the cover, using an image of an attractive airline hostess spraying
some sort of aerosol spray to preserve the health of a seemingly very healthy group of
people (who are presumably New Zealanders).

Quarantine! Protecting New Zealand at the Border begins with a brief and important
contextual discussion about how New Zealand is at a remove physically from most of the
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world. Despite this isolation, the authors observe that the Europeanization of the landscape
through the introduction of British ‘critters and crops’ and subsequent biocontrols led to
land degradation and extinction of indigenous species. This essentially was the case until a
change in thinking led to new regard for New Zealand flora and fauna. One early break-out
section provides a potted history of quarantine and the tensions of quarantine serving as the
fulcrum between ensuring the freedom of movement and providing medical security for
New Zealanders.

Subsequent chapters include insightful discussions about the various quarantine
challenges New Zealand has encountered over time. The respective chapters discuss human
quarantine, animal and plant quarantine, the emergence of a rigorous quarantine system
from the 1960s onwards, and more recent and ongoing threats regarding biosecurity. The
text is complemented by break-out vignettes that provide useful case studies of key themes
and biographical portraits of notable individuals. One theme is the ongoing vigilance
against foot-and-mouth outbreaks that would be disastrous for New Zealand’s economic
well-being.

Interestingly the authors rightly claim that the development of the Border Control
television programme was instrumental in promoting greater awareness amongst New
Zealanders of border security. They make a somewhat grand claim about the international
spin-off Border Security in the Australian television market. In truth New Zealand has
given Australia many gifts including a highly skilled labour force, Phar Lap, the pavlova
and, arguably for some, Sir Joh Bjelke Petersen. Border Security does not rank alongside
them. Nonetheless their underlying point about popular culture providing an accessible
point for a complex and potentially dour historical topic such as quarantine is a valid one.
In fact it is a point that underpins much of the tone and structure of this highly accessible
and informative book.

This book should also be understood in the context of public history in New Zealand
in the early twenty-first century. The acknowledgements are informative in regard to
this matter. Clearly no expense has been spared on the research team, project design and
production values. Bronwyn Dalley and others associated with the History Group of the
Ministry for Culture and Heritage have championed the process of writing an independent
administrative history, and in response Shoebridge and McLean have fully delivered on
the brief. The process of integrating cultural practitioners, in this instance historians, into
broader public dialogues is a clever one with clear ramifications for academic public
understandings of the national history of New Zealand. The proof is very much in the
pudding and Quarantine! really is a cut above the raft of administrative, institutional and
business histories that can offer so much and yet fail to deliver analysis and historical
perspective. Clearly Quarantine! is not the final work on border security or its associated
history, but it is a timely book that will be the first port of call for any subsequent forays into
the field.

It would be remiss not to acknowledge the Otago University Press for its high-quality
production values. They also included a comprehensive index that will be of use to scholars
and students searching for relevant themes in the book. I suspect there was a generous
publishing subvention associated with this book as it retails at a reasonable price and had
the backing of various government departments. If so, it is money well spent as Quarantine!
Protecting New Zealand at the Border explains the threats to New Zealand biosecurity in
an engaging and at times exciting way. The authors are to be commended for a readily
accessible and engaging work of public institutional history.
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