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— Mr America 1940 and 1941, Mr Universe 1948, Mr USA 1949 — is referred to as 
‘[t]he man’ toning his leg muscles. It is a fair assumption that ‘the man’ who created the 
scrapbook with Grimek’s news clippings saw him as more than just a man in trunks. 
When the images work, as Robert Gant’s superb photographs in the first two chapters do, 
they enrich Brickell’s arguments. But when they are just more pictures of pretty young 
boys — the book is notable for the lack of images of older men — the impact wanes and 
opportunities are lost.
 There is another lost opportunity at the heart of Mates & Lovers. Perhaps because 
this is the first book-length study of the subject, Brickell concentrates on laying out the 
narrative detail and richness of gay New Zealand. There is an argument about making 
the modern gay man, and attention to continuities and changes in homosexual cultures, 
but there is little engagement with wider understandings of New Zealand’s past. Brickell 
is to be congratulated on uncovering so much about urban life, and making city streets 
a central site in the story. But this does not lead him to comment on the rural focus of 
so much New Zealand history. Similarly his stories about sex and romance elicit few 
remarks about the absence of considerations of affection in local historical works. Readers 
with a wide knowledge of the history and historiography of New Zealand can easily 
slot Brickell’s book into the framework, and understand the richness and contribution 
of this important book, but it seems a pity that readers have to work at identifying the 
wider significance of the study. Mates & Lovers is more than ‘identity history’, but I 
fear non-sympathetic readers will only view it as such.
 Mates & Lovers deserves its place on our bookshelves. Expertly researched, well 
written, full of marvellous stories, and with more than enough illustrations, this is a book 
of which its author should be proud. And if more New Zealand historians recognize that 
homoeroticism can lie ‘at the heart of masculinity itself’ then his job will be done.

CAROLINE DALEY
The University of Auckland
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IT IS 122 YEARS SINCE VINCENT PYKE’S ACCOUNT of the Otago gold rushes appeared, 
47 years since Philip May’s of the West Coast rushes, and 46 since John Salmon’s 
history of gold mining in New Zealand, the last standing as the only comprehensive 
account. A great deal of research has taken place since Salmon’s work appeared and so 
for several reasons the time was ripe, especially with the sesquicentennial of Gabriel 
Read’s Tuapeka discovery approaching, for a fresh history of the events of the 1860s. 
The publication of Diggers Hatters & Whores thus promised to fill something of a void 
in the historical literature.
 Stevan Eldred-Grigg’s book has two parts: Part 1 offers a chronological account of the 
main discoveries, while Part 2 explores in more systematic fashion a number of themes. 
A final chapter deals briefly with a range of issues including ‘winnings’ and ‘losses’. 
The book concludes with the rather startling claim that ‘The gold rushes were the single 
biggest event in the history of colonial New Zealand.’ It is well written (the odd crudity 
aside), conveys a good sense of the excitement which the discoveries of gold generated, 
is beautifully illustrated and altogether attractively presented.
 Somewhat in common, though, with much of the writing about nineteenth-century 
New World gold rushes the emphasis is on the onward rush of discoveries and diggers. 
Much less successfully does the author deal with the weary retreat which often followed. 
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The rush to Gabriel’s Gully, for example, was followed by a major retreat to Dunedin, 
the growing despair and hunger, and the threat of civil disorder sufficient to persuade 
the provincial government to offer tents and work, to fund the return of some miners 
to Victoria, and to warn others against making the journey across the Tasman to Otago. 
The retreat from the Dunstan was no less significant. For many hundreds of miners the 
Dunstan was far from ‘The most magnificent goldfield in the world’. From the outset 
miners battled fluctuating river levels, privation and despair. To concentrate on the 
onward rush of miners in search of new ground is to ignore a very important part of 
the history of the rushes. Closer investigation would have indicated that practically all 
the new fields were simply unable to support the many thousands who flocked to them, 
whether in search of gold or, more commonly, employment.
 If the major themes are familiar, so too is their treatment: some of the ideas and 
conclusions were originally canvassed or presented in the author’s earlier work, A 
Southern Gentry: New Zealanders Who Inherited the Earth (1980). One might be 
forgiven for thinking that in the intervening 30 years or so all the research which has been 
conducted into the New World gold rushes would have prompted some new questions, 
indicated some new themes, and suggested some new answers. An underlying question is 
whether in Diggers Hatters & Whores the author engaged more with the known secondary 
than with the extensive primary record. Unfortunately the book offers suggestions for 
‘Further reading’ rather than a bibliography or even references cited. Notes are provided 
for each chapter and they make it clear that Eldred-Grigg has relied to a significant 
extent on familiar sources. If the ‘Notes’ are a reliable guide, then he does not appear 
to have tackled the extensive primary record: the records of the wardens’ courts alone, 
voluminous as they may be, yield important insights into a range of issues, not least the 
early organization of the mining industry, the development of a market in partnership 
shares, the financing of the industry, structural change and the application of mining 
law.
 In Diggers Hatters & Whores most of these matters are dealt with only cursorily or not 
at all. The development of conflict among miners, for example, between hill sluicers and 
gully miners, between beach miners and gold dredgers, and between bank sluicers and 
the so-called ‘river-bed monopolists’, is not explored, nor are the implications of those 
struggles for the way in which mining law was shaped and re-shaped to accommodate the 
conditions of mining in New Zealand. Again, a great deal is made of the battle between the 
‘wool lords’ and miners over grazing rights, whereas miner and runholder soon realized 
that they faced a common foe in the small settler and his desire for freehold land. That 
more complex, enduring and ultimately important battle between miner and settler for 
land and water goes unremarked, as does the underlying clash between the several rights 
structures involved. The author touches upon the matter of structural change within the 
mining industry, but neglects the intense struggle that took place for the control of water 
rights and the early emergence on many fields of a small number of mining partnerships 
or small mining companies which dominated the supply of that essential commodity 
into the 1880s and, in some cases, into the twentieth century. The battles between the 
consumers and the suppliers of water, the conflict among miners over the introduction 
of mining leases and the struggle between miners and landowners over common law 
riparian rights similarly hardly rate a mention. Such matters were of great importance 
to miners, while the manner in which they were resolved offers interesting insights into 
how both common and statute law were adapted and amended to accommodate and 
support the mining industry.
 The issues which are explored in Part 2 — the origins of the diggers, life and death 
on the goldfields, law and order, women and the Chinese — are familiar enough. Thus 
women appear largely as whores, sly-grog sellers, storekeepers and hoteliers, although 
there is evidence to indicate that some were investors in and managers of mining ventures. 
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Eldred-Grigg draws upon some recent research, but there is no indication that he turned 
to some of the rich archival sources which would have shed additional light on such 
matters and raised some new questions. It is also apparent that the author has not come 
fully to grips with some of the recent efforts to establish the origins of the diggers. 
Further, acknowledging that very little is known about the sex lives of miners does not 
deter Eldred-Grigg from claiming that ‘Young men on the diggings, where women were 
so few and men so many, are likely to have behaved in the same way as they behaved in 
gaol.’ Letters written by miners attesting to the popularity of prostitutes and the regular 
trips which many miners made back to Dunedin or to Melbourne to spend some of their 
gains in local bordellos might suggest otherwise. Speculation is not a substitute for 
careful inquiry or a balanced weighing of such limited evidence as is available.
 Diggers Hatters & Whores remains a significant achievement. Eldred-Grigg makes 
effective use of the sources he does employ, the narrative is lively and the book both 
entertains and informs. For all that, the gold rushes of the 1860s remain a comparatively 
poorly researched and imperfectly understood series of events despite their status as the 
case of one of the three great immigrant inflows of that decade which collectively, together 
with the inflows of the 1870s, had an important bearing on New Zealand’s subsequent 
history.

TERRY HEARN
Dunedin
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AMERICAN HISTORIANS have long been interested in their society’s relationship with 
nature (Frederick Jackson Turner, Leo Marx, Henry Smith, Donald Worster, Richard 
White, William Cronon, Thomas Dunlap, Carolyn Merchant and Patricia Limerick 
immediately spring to mind). Ever since Keith Thomas’s and Raymond Williams’s path-
breaking work so too have British historians. Russel Ward, Coral Lansbury, Tom Griffiths, 
Libby Robin and Tim Bonyhady have pursued the relationship across two generations 
of scholarship in Australia. New Zealand historians, in contrast, have largely neglected 
the subject, leaving discussion of the topic to art historians (especially Frances Pound), 
environmentalists, ecologists (especially Geoff Park and Les Molloy), fiction writers and 
poets, filmmakers and journalists. Lyn Lochhead and Paul Star both wrote doctoral theses 
on the shift from acclimatization to conservation and preservation, while James Beattie 
and Julian Kuzma had something to say about the subject in their doctorates on climate 
anxiety and colonial literature as environmental text respectively. Historical geographers 
Margaret Johnston, Eric Pawson and Peter Holland have also made useful contributions, 
but this is about the sum total of endeavour. Kirstie Ross’s book is, therefore, a timely 
and very welcome addition to the New Zealand historiography.
 Ross begins with the assistance of some well-chosen cartoons and photographs to 
show how New Zealanders set out to domesticate and enjoy ‘the bush’ from the 1890s 
in response to greater leisure time and as part of a broader endeavour to help Pakeha 
settlers feel ‘at home’ in New Zealand’s nature. She shows that this was sometimes a 
contested enterprise because a minority of settlers always felt uneasy about the ‘great 
transformation’ of forest, swamp and tussock into English-style ‘sward’. Nevertheless, 
she argues convincingly that ‘going bush’ became a ‘cultural myth’ cushioning New 
Zealanders from the negative impacts of external developments associated with modernity. 
Chapter one, ‘Knowing Nature’, traces the emergence of nature study in New Zealand’s 




