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to the researcher beginning a project in ei ther w o m e n ' s or oral history. They are 
part icularly well p roduced , with a clear typeface and with a good use of photographs to 
enhance the text. However , neither is an e f fec t ive introduction to the wider literature and 
theoretical debates within each of these areas of historical enquiry. 

ANNA GREEN 
University of Waikato 

Studying New Zealand History. By G.A. W o o d . Universi ty of Otago Press, Dunedin . 2nd 
edn., 1992, revised by Simon Cauchi and G . A . W o o d . 154 pp. N Z price: $24.95. 

THIS NEW EDITION of Studying New Zealand History o f fe rs something to all involved 
in the subject . The book has the laudable aim of making New Zealand historical sources 
more accessible by showing how to f ind and use primary and secondary sources; and it 
achieves this aim. It is our most widely accessible and comprehens ive guide to the study 
of N e w Zealand history. Wi th assis tance f rom Dr Simon Cauchi and the Depar tment of 
Library and Informat ion Studies, Victor ia Universi ty of Wel l ington, W o o d has produced 
a compac t book that is clearly organized and expla ined. It quickly provides information 
to the user, whether an exper ienced or novice researcher. It shows how to investigate 
part icular aspects of N e w Z e a l a n d ' s past by outl ining the sources available and explaining 
how to access these. Wi th cont inual advances in informat ion technology, some of the 
b o o k ' s instruction on this subject will date rapidly. Particularly for non-profess ional 
researchers , however , it does provide suff ic ient informat ion to conv ince that the expert ise 
of research centre staff is a valuable thing, and it a lso does more than merely detail sources 
and their use. W o o d presents a bigger picture of what const i tutes history; of what 
historical sources are and the process of historical invest igat ion, interpretation and 
wri t ing. He includes a section on New Zealand copyright law and a section on the 
presentat ion of formal historical works . Here he chal lenges any romant ic notion that the 
product ion of such work is a s imple matter of wri t ing it down . For all but the rare. Wood 
insists, it is hard, constant , discipl ined work requir ing 'a sense of urgency, a respect for 
deadl ines and a sacrif ice of other activit ies ' (p. 109). 

On this apposi te note I raise the subject of secondary school teachers of history. As one, 
I suggest that W o o d deserves a part icular place for his book in our school, both 
depar tmenta l and personal collections. I think he does this for two reasons. First, for those 
teachers of N e w Zealand topics, the book provides enormous , one-s top assistance to what 
is available. Chapte r 12 (which Cauchi is credited for expanding) , for example , will 
delight those want ing to include non-wri t ten ev idence in their teaching programmes . This 
chapter locates and advises on such sources as oral history, photography, music, the 
theatre and science. 

Secondly , fo r all history teachers, i rrespective of the topics they teach, this book also 
provides a clear focus on the substance of our subject . It reveals the construct ion materials 
and processes that became this thing, history: the knowledge of what const i tutes evidence, 
how to get to it, what to do with it once you have, and how to be systematic in the process. 
Th is is as relevant in our c lass rooms as it is to those more directly involved in the process 
of historical research and writ ing. 
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