
Editorial 

'People do not record their past so much as construct it.' 

'We remember the future and anticipate the past'1 

IN 1990, all over the country, New Zealanders have commemorated, in a 
multitude of ways, the signing of the Treaty of Waitangi. This issue of the 
Journal also marts the year. It was decided to seek out, or commission, articles 
whose themes related to the 'making of history' in these ISO years. We wanted 
to look at the manner in which we celebrate events, and how celebrations reveal 
changes in the meanings of those events: Graeme Davison responded with a 
study of cities and centennials. We also knew that we should look at the ways 
we have written about ourselves: Jock Phillips took up the challenge with 'Of 
Verandahs and Fish and Chips'. We invited Marcia Stenson to look at how we 
have presented — and failed to present — our history to the children of 
successive generations. 

Although tempted, we decided we could not leave the Treaty out Keith 
Sorrenson assessed the uses and misuses of the Treaty, and the ways it could 
shape our hopes for society. Alan Ward examined the demands of the Waitangi 
Tribunal cm history and the historians. Two shorter communications were 
received on little known aspects of the Treaty at the time of its creation and 
signing, and we were pleased to be able to include them. Finally, James Belich 
took up the issues of how the Treaty — and history — are being discussed in 
1990. 

In all societies we shape our past according to the needs of the present We also 
attempt to understand that past in order that we might cease to perpetuate some 
of its confusions and errors. If we inquire with intelligence, and humanity, and 
humour, then we may also be able to remember the future with those same 
virtues. 
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1 Both quotations are derived from Nancy Faniss, 'Remembering the Future, Anticipating the 
Past: History, Time, and Cosmology among the Maya of Yucatan', Comparative Studies in Society 
and History, XXIX (1987), p.566. 


