
Figure 1: Robert Pemberton, F.R.S.L. (17887-1879). Detail f rom an original oil by the 
French artist Ducros, painted at Montmartre, Paris (1847?), now in the possession of 
Mrs. D. Gray. At one time, the portrait showed Pemberton 's right hand with pen poised 
over a book entitled 'De Anima at que animi infantis attributis '—his first publica-
tion— The Attributes of the Soul from the Cradle (1849). 



An Australasian Utopist 

ROBERT PEMBERTON F.R.S.L., THE LAST OF THE 
SELF-CONFESSED OWENITES AND THE LAST OF THE 

WORLD MAKERS* 

WHEN E.H. McCormick entitled an address to the Literary Club of 
Auckland University College in 1954 'The Happy Colony" he was 
expressing the optimistic attitudes held by Victorians about life in New 
Zealand, and also referring to the nineteenth-century book The Happy 
Colony2

 published in London 100 years earlier by the enigmatic Robert 
Pemberton (Fig. 1). The purpose of this paper is to sketch his Utopian 
ideas, before considering the mystery associated with his birth and those 
details of his life that explain his educational system. It also aims to 
account for his choice of New Zealand and the practical steps he took to 
realize his colony of ten model towns on the volcanic foothills of Mount 
Egmont, near New Plymouth, in Taranaki. 

For many social historians, the eddies and backwaters of an age are as 
fascinating and revealing as its major currents. The theories of Robert 
Pemberton hold interest for students of both millenarian movements and 
alternative societies because of their distinctive character and the isola-
tion in which they were conceived. While it would be over-indulgent of a 
biographer to excuse the excesses of his subject, to whom he inevitably 
becomes attached, it would be equally ill-judged to dismiss those ideas 
without assessing them impartially. Any serious attempt to improve 
man's lot deserves to be evaluated on its own merits which, in the first 
instance, means independently of the method proposed for its implemen-
tation. In the case before us, we have the verdict of history—silence and 
failure. This strengthens the temptation to pass Pemberton off as a 
crank. But whenever people speak insistently, they do so because they see 
some truth, although they may not, as Pemberton did not, elucidate it 

* This paper was originally given in the architecture and planning section of the 50th 
ANZAAS Congress, held in Adelaide in May 1980. 

1 Enlarged and published as 'The Happy Colony' in Landfall, 36 (December 1955), 
300-34. 

2 Robert Pemberton, The Happy Colony, London, 1854. 
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adequately. They can, of course, be misguided, as indeed he was—a vic-
tim of logic, tenacity and the small mistake in the beginning that 
threatened to become a large one in the end. As it turned out, cir-
cumstances prevented the stranding of one hundred thousand British 
workmen on the lands of inhospitable Maoris where their destiny would 
be shaped by a tyrannically 'enlightened' education system. With his 
desire to remake the world3 and usher in the millennium, Pemberton's 
plans were shaped by high moral principles. But his attitude to religion 
prevented him from posing as a saviour along the lines of many people in 
Britain at the time, and of Rua Kenana, in New Zealand, with his Maori 
millennium at Maungapohatu, planned for 1906.4 Pemberton's cast of 
mind was more Platonic in that he believed the perfection of society to be 
dependent upon correct 'mind formation'. Because he equated will with 
intellect, Plato saw right knowledge as the key to goodness and virtue. 
Consequently, the main task of a statesman was to create a perfect 
educational milieu. Not surprisingly, the ideal states of Plato and 
Pemberton were headed by a philosopher, who was the fount of all 
earthly wisdom. 

Utopian thinking reaches further afield than millenarianism, and its 
driving force is the flight from human misery. Responsibility for this 
state is rarely ascribed to the individual; it is the social milieu that bears 
the brunt of the attack and becomes the object of corrective measures. 
The call is not for personal redemption or readjustment, but for reform 
and the reconstitution of society, generally in a radical yet peaceful way. 
Rather than being introspective, utopianism looks outwards, often far 
into the temporal and spatial distance. As he hoped personally to lead the 
uninitiated to enlightenment, a futopia5 hardly served Pemberton's pur-
pose, but the distant lands of New Zealand certainly did and it was here 
that he planned to start afresh with British workmen, whose productive 
capacities and inherent rectitude held the key to a blissful life. For 
Pemberton, utopianism was 'simply the government of the human race 
by rational labour instead of wealth, so that under such a government 
man would be social and happy, and would possess the perfect enjoy-

3 G. J . Holyoake, The History of Co-operation in England: Its History and its Ad-
vocates, London, 1879, II, 399. In this book, written in the year of Pemberton 's death, the 
author describes him as ' the last of the world makers who followed in the footsteps of 
Robert Owen' . See also R.G. Garnett , Co-operation and the Owenite Socialist Com-
munities in Britain 1825-1845, Manchester, 1972, p.225, where Pemberton is described as 
' the last of the self-acknowledged converts to Owenism'. 

4 Peter Webster, Rua and the Maori Millennium, Wellington, 1979, pp.156, 160, 165, 
168, 189-91, 274 and 45. Cf . J . Binney, G. Chaplin, and C. Wallace, Mihaia: The Prophet 
Rua Kenana and his community at Maungapohatu, Wellington, 1979, pp.18-20. 

5 W . H . G . Armytage, 'Australasian Futopias ' , the text of the Fourth Harry Ed.dy 
Memorial Lecture arranged by the Workers ' Educational Association given at Newcastle, 
N.S.W., on 6 August 1977. I would like to thank Professor Armytage for his kind permis-
sion to use the material of this lecture in my Australian Research Grants Committee study 
'Australasian Utopias ' . 
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ment of his existence, both mentally and bodily, by reason that his cor-
poral state and his mental state could both be brought to the highest 
possible perfection'.6 This was to be achieved through an educational 
revolution, which forms the essence of his social theory. 

The Happy Colony is one of four inter-related urban Utopias that set 
out, in the latter half of the nineteenth century, ' to prescribe ideals of 
temperance, education, health, politics, economics and town planning. 
A spirit of innovation and experiment led them, despite widespread aver-
sion to industrial urbanism, to envisage perfect cities that would be 
ethical and environmental prototypes of a new urban life. . . . Although 
the city was a matrix of social distress', the reformers saw it as a 
microcosm of society at large and as such a 'most powerful exemplar for 
a radical revision of civilisation. . . . An unusually practical orientation 
gives these projections a unique character in the history of urban uto-
pianism'. This realism derives from earlier commune experiments, co-
operative ventures and industrial villages.7 And visionary towns, such as 
James Silk Buckingham's Victoria,® grew out of Owenite socialism 
through contact with John Minter Morgan,9 himself a projector of the 
Church of England self-supporting institution. The works of Buck-
ingham and Pemberton, along with Benjamin Ward Richardson's sani-
tary ideal for a city of health,10 and Ebenezer Howard's eclectic formula 
for the establishment of garden cities," contributed to the genesis of 
modern British town planning. Though few political ideas reached 
fruition, other aspects of the works culminated in the Garden City move-
ment, itself a progenitor of the Town and Country Planning Association 
and British New Towns. On this count, authors like Pemberton and, 
more especially, Howard have a distinct place in the history of urban 
planning. Pemberton's influence on Howard in such matters was signifi-
cant, as any comparison of their designs reveals. However, Howard was 
most reticent about the source of his ideas,12 and it was probably in an 
effort to avoid the pejorative label 'utopist' that he failed to acknow-
ledge Pemberton's inspiration. And events justified his caution, for 

6 The Happy Colony (hereinafter HC), p.88. 
7 John Rockey, 'The Ideal City and Model Town in English Utopian Thought: 

1849-1902'. D.Phil thesis, Oxford, 1977. This article is a development of sections of the 
thesis. 

8 James Silk Buckingham, National Evils and Practical Remedies, with the plan of a 
Model Town. Accompanied by an Examination of Some Important Mora! and Political 
Problems, London, 1849. 

9 John Minter Morgan, The Christian Commonwealth, London, 1845. While The 
Happy Colony was met with apathy on the streets of London, it was Morgan who praised 
the work and encouraged Pemberton to make contact with Owen. Morgan also quotes 
Pemberton in his anthology. The Triumph, or Coming Age of Christianity, London, 1851. 

10 Benjamin Ward Richardson, Hvgeia: A City of Health, London, 1875. 
11 Ebenezer Howard, To-Morrow: A Peaceful Path to Real Reform, London, 1898, 

re-issued as Garden Cities of To-Morrow in 1902 with most of the Utopian elements re-
moved. 

12 C.B. Purdom, The Building of Satellite Towns, 2nd. ed„ London, 1949, p.39. 
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while Howard's pragmatism and practicality bore fruit, Pemberton's 
idealism was left to gather dust. 

In the early stages of Australasian utopianism, two phases are 
apparent ." First, there is the fictional phase, most evident in visions of 
Terra A ustralis Incognita and Nova Hollanda, which were prompted by 
the discovery of America and hints from navigators of other lands in the 
Pacific region. Indeed, much of the literature at this time was occasioned 
by exaggerated or embroidered events taken from voyages of discovery, 
travellers' tales or their fabrications, while others were simply imaginary 
cruises or Robinsonades, all of which bore little resemblance to the 
native circumstances actually existing in New Zealand or Australia. Fre-
quently the literature was satirical, the pathological societies of the Old 
World providing ample scope for derision, while the untried Australa-
sian communities became the repository of reformers' frustrated 
idealism. 

With settlement, the colonial phase began and this was reflected in a 
new literary realism. As the Old World was seen to be crumbling into 
ruins, the Antipodes became identified as a haven for all that was fine in 
European civilization. A great variety of experimental and literary 
utopianism has since followed and includes urban, agricultural and 
industrial communes, certain forms of co-operatives, model farms and 
visionary cities, as well as ideal planning features in a number of 
Australian and New Zealand towns. 

As Pemberton believed that, without an example to guide it, the Old 
World was virtually beyond hope of reform, he had good reason to seek 
virgin lands for his experiment. Having travelled himself, and being 
inclined to romanticism, he was probably also influenced by the promise 
that could be read into so many voyagers' tales. However, he falls more 
clearly into the colonial phase of utopianism because his reforms were 
directed at creating a new civilization while nevertheless preserving and 
enhancing all that was best in the old. 

Robert Pemberton's birth and parentage remain a mystery. He himself 
would never discuss the subject14 and his descendants in England and 
New Zealand have been unable to come to any firm conclusions, as the 
crucial document—a birth certificate—was never made out. The func-
tion of the Foundling Hospital at Coram's Fields in London was to 
render such legalities unnecessary, thereby saving the famous or public 
figure from scandal and safe-guarding rightful inheritance. There is no 
doubt that Pemberton was illegitimate, one of the many love children of 
the court of George III. To say more would be to indulge in speculation, 

13 John Rockey, 'Australasian Utopias: A Political, Social and Architectural History 
of Experimental Communities, Projections and Alternative Societies', Australian Research 
Grants Committee project, current. 

14 Pemberton Pedigrees, compiled by R.C.B. Pemberton and edited by R. Pemberton, 
Part X, Miscellaneous: The ffrench Pembertons of New Zealand, Chart 40, Bedford, 1923, 
n.p. 
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such as may be found in family" and other archives." 
What, then, do we know for certain of his own entry on to official 

records and of the woman who 'adopted' him? Robert was placed in the 
Foundling Hospital on 5 May 1788," when he was baptized" and sup-
posedly given the name of one of the directors." He was sent out to nurse 
until about the age of six,20 and on 9 January 1801, at about fourteen 
years of age, he was apprenticed to Edward Southbrook2 ' to be 
'instructed in household business till the age of 21 years'.22 This is the 
first indication of Edward's wife, Charlotte,23 becoming acquainted with 
young Robert, to whom she nevertheless soon 'became greatly attached, 
and of whom she took the greatest care, so that he always looked upon 
her as his mother'.24 Their peculiarly close relationship must account for 
Pemberton's later idealization of the mother and his emphasis on her 
importance to a child's education from the moment of birth. 

15 The Denoyer-Pemberton History MSS, compiled by C.M. Newberry of Wanganui , 
New Zealand, 20 October 1968. 

16 The National Archives of New Zealand and the Alexander Turnbull Library of the 
National Library of New Zealand, Wellington, Taranaki Museum, New Plymouth and 
Canterbury Museum, Christchurch, have generously supplied information. 

17 Foundling Hospital Secretary: Children, (a) Admissions and Discharge, Memoran-
dum Books Admission and Disposal of Children 1741-1798. The entry reads: 'received a 
male child Robert Pemberton six months old' . According to this reference to his age, his 
birth ought to have been on 5 November 1787, but doubts about this are borne out by 
family letters giving his anniversary as 22 March. In the 1861 Census, probably taken dur-
ing April, Pemberton himself gives his age as 73, making the year of his birth 1788. Conse-
quently, he was most probably born on 22 March 1788 and would have been 91, when he 
died on 18 May 1879, not 90, as entered on his death certificate. 

18 Foundling Hospital Register of Baptisms, 1741-1838. 
19 His descendants believe this was a mark of respect for the mother or the child, 

however, the practice was not uncommon. Another child of the same name, but different 
number, 18019, was listed two years earlier. A problem of identity would have arisen but 
for their numbers. 

20 Foundling Hospital Nursery Book, 1759-1812, No. 4, records his number as 18061 
and the fact that he was sent to nurse on 8 May 1788 and returned on the 7 October 1793. 

21 Foundling Hospital Apprenticeship Register 1770-1851, Vol. 2, H 4, p. 137. 
22 Pemberton Pedigrees, Chart 40. 
23 Caution ought to be maintained when considering The Denoyer History which states 

that Robert Pemberton was the natural son of Georgina Charlotte Augusta Southbrook 
and George IV when Prince of Wales. I have been able to confirm the date and place of the 
Southbrook marriage as the 16 September 1784 at Marleybone from the Genealogical 
Society's copy of Boyd's Marriage Index: Middlesex 1776-1800, Ac. 6628, p. 180, and Ac. 
6535, p.195. 

The Denoyer History gives the reason for the Southbrook marriage as Charlotte 's 
pregnancy with Robert, whom we know was born on either 5 November 1787 or, more 
probably, on 22 March 1788. Her children by Edward were born on 10 February 1786, 3 
March 1787, 29 September 1788 and 25 December 1789. Robert could have been born to 
her between her second and third child on yet another date—but why send him away? The 
dates of Charlotte 's children were supplied by Mr H.R.G. Douglas of Christchurch who 
suggests that Robert may have been the illegitimate child of one of George IV's younger 
sisters with whom she grew up in court and that it was out of friendship that she adopted 
Robert. 

24 Pemberton Pedigrees, Chart 40. 
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Charlotte herself was the daughter of Count Philip Denoyer25 who was 
dancing master to the Prince of Wales, later George IV, from 1772 to 
1776, and to George Il l 's younger sons from 1778 to 17 8 8.26 She was well 
known in the royal household, for Queen Charlotte and the Princess of 
Wales were both sponsors at her christening in 1763,27 and as a child she 
spent many hours at Kensington Palace.28 Much later, she introduced 
Robert to this life and he is reported to have attended levees at Court in 
company with her and her friends until he married in 1824.29 His subse-
quent seriousness and concern for the under-privileged may have been a 
reaction against the superficialities of court life, for there is no evidence 
that his admiration for British workmen derived from any direct contact 
with them or their sufferings. 

About the age of sixteen, Pemberton took a position as a clerk in the 
City of London, returning home in Chelsea at weekends. While he was 
away, his mother would write regularly of her sorrow at their parting, 
her joy at seeing him again, and of her great devotion to the religious 
life,'0 expressed principally through meditation. During their separation, 
she appears to have had little to occupy her but thoughts of God or 
Robert ," her solicitude for the latter's welfare being 'unlimited'. So she 
had ample time to agitate herself over his attachment to classical learn-
ing, which she feared, not without reason, would lead him from religion. 
This placed Robert in an acute dilemma: 
My Mamma hates study! What am I to do? If I cause her any pain I am 
unhappy—If I study anything but Religion, she fears that 1 shall loose [sic] all 
that she has laboured to establish. (The Perfection of the Mind). To meditate 
four times a day on Religion is not sufficient to keep us from Degeneration? If so, 
I am unhappy—What situation in life will enable us to do more? (Happy for him 
who can practice [sic] it always). But we must work for our dayly [sic] existence a 
whole day, whether in offices or in other lines, but it is not these that are hurtful 
and distructive [sic] to the Mind; it is Study Alas! Alas! I am unhappy! I have 
often explained the subject to her and she has been often satisfied, but Alas! her 
suspicions return again and again— . . . all our great Divines have studied 
immensely and yet, if I study, I shall became a Tyrant! Alas!32 

Possibly Charlotte's influence, both before her death in 1835, and for 
over a decade later, was in some measure responsible for his writing 
nothing until 1849, when he was about sixty. Thereafter, he soon made 

25 ibid. 
26 Personal correspondence, The Royal Archives, Round Tower, Windsor Castle, 25 

October 1976. 
27 Denoyer Family Bible, details supplied by Mr D.J . Wilkie. 
28 Pemberton Pedigrees, Chart 40. 
29 ibid. 
30 Southbrook - Pemberton Correspondence, Bodleian MS Eng. Lett d 453, folios 1-2, 

52-53, 93-94 and passim. Cf . HC, p.34. 
31 ibid. 
32 [Robert Pemberton], Note undated but in Pemberton 's handwriting, Bodleian MS 

Eng. Lett d 453, folio 175. Cf . folios 95-96. 
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up for lost time, his eleven publications appearing within the following 
ten years." 

As he had enjoyed her companionship with 'unmitigated love and 
affection' for forty years,'4 Charlotte's death was, understandably, a 
great loss to him. Bereavement left him with an unsteady pulse and, to 
forestall a further deterioration in his health, travel was recommended. 
Beginning with a tour of northern England and Scotland, he moved to 
Ireland, the Channel Islands, France, Germany, Belgium, Holland and 
Switzerland." Finally, he settled in Paris, where he witnessed the revolu-
tion of 1848, and it was undoubtedly this that prompted his return to 
England, for he was in Kent by the end of that year.'6 

Though Pemberton wrote nothing till late in life, his ideas on perfec-
tibility had undoubtedly been taking shape during the preceding years. 
His theory centred on the 'Perfection of Mind' referred to in the above 
quotation, which clearly derived from his mother, who developed it in 
his own person, for she says: 'I had the sweet pleasure to lead your infant 
mind to Virtue, and now it has become heavens most perfect work'.37 In 
this character formation, Charlotte was not working from some abstract 
idea, but practised what she preached so effectively that Robert saw in 
her the perfect model: 
She possessed the most chaste and elegant deportment; she was poetical and 
musical, and her daily religious duties were performed with undeviating regular-
ity. Her mind was highly sentimental, and although she had been the companion 

33 Since there is no complete bibliography of Pemberton, all his published works have 
been listed here. The Attributes of the Soul from the Cradle & Philosophy of the Divine 
Mother, Detecting the false basis, or fundamental error of the schools, and developing the 
perfect education of man, London, Saunders & Otley, 1849; The Natural Method of 
Teaching the Elements of Grammar for the Nursery & Infant Schools, London, the author, 
1851; The Natural Method of Teaching the Technical Language of Anatomy for the 
Nursery and Infant Schools, London, the author, 1852; The Happy Colony, London, 
Saunders & Otley, 1854; An Address to the Bishops and Clergy of all Denominations and to 
all Professors & Teachers of the Christian World, on Robert Owen's Proclamation of the 
Millennial State to Commence this Year (1855), London, Saunders & Otley, 1855; 
Specifications of Robert Pemberton. Barrel Organs. Patent A.D. 1856. May 21, No. 1199, 
London. Eyre & Spottiswoode; The Infant Drama; a Model of the True Method of 
Teaching All Languages, London, Infant Euphonic Institution, 1857; Letter to the Right 
Honorable Earl Granville, London, private, 1857; Report of the Proceedings at the In-
auguration of Mr Pemberton's New Philosophical Model Infant School, for teaching 
Languages, Native & Foreign, on the Natural or Euphonic System, London, Educational 
Repository, 1857; The Science of Mind-Formation and the Process of the Reproduction of 
Genius elaborated; involving the remedy for alt our Social Evils, London, Houlston & 
Wright , 1858. An Address to the People on the Necessity of Popular Education, in Con-
junction with Emigration, as a Remedy for all our Social Evils, London, the author , 1859. 

34 HC, p.34. 
35 ibid., pp.34-35; Robert Pemberton, The Attributes of the Soul, p . 3 U . 
36 Charles ffrench-Pemberton, Reminiscences of the French Revolution of 1848, Lon-

don, 1912. 
37 C. Southbrook to R. Pemberton, London, 8 March 1816. Emphases added. 

Pemberton was later to direct his educational theory at the infant mind. Bodleian MS, 
folios 61-62. 
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of princesses, and her relations had been attached to courts, yet she preferred 
rural life to that of the great world, took pleasure in domestic occupations, and 
united labour with the highest polish of manners. Her form was beautiful, and in 
it were blended the German, French, and English races . " 

It was this unification of 'labour with the highest polish of manners ' ," 
corresponding with his twin ideals of creativity and educational excel-
lence, that Pemberton aimed to educe from the workmen of his Happy 
Colony in the beautiful and fertile plains of New Zealand. So one sees 
that he was far from indifferent to arcadia,40 and could the highest in 
civilization have been achieved in a purely rustic setting, he might well 
have preferred it to urbanism. 

The other significant influence upon Pemberton was Rousseau, whom 
he considered a genius, and whose ideas on 'natural goodness'41 appealed 
to him, although the Happy Colony was to be far removed from a state 
of simple savagery. Believing man to be essentially good and led into 
degradation by society, Pemberton rejected the notion of the Fall. This 
was quite logical, for if man is born evil, or at least in a fallen state, it 
behoves each individual to perfect himself, aided by repentance and 
God's help. But perfection in such a sense can never be fully realized in 
this world42 and usually entails dependence on institutionalized religion, 
so it found little favour with Pemberton, who blamed the traditional 
church for many human ills, and who wanted men 'to be happy on earth' 
now.43 

Pemberton argued that as Mother Nature was inherently good, man 
must be born innocent. Equating Nature with God, he reasoned that 
people are the 'Gem of God's creation'44 and form a 'divine race',4 ' man 
himself being 'endowed with the essence of divinity'.46 He continues by 
deducing that God 'could not err by making irrational creatures perfect, 
and man imperfect' for ' to create man imperfect and unable to attain 
happiness and perfection, would be an absurdity in creation'.47 In other 
words, man is born in a state of innocence. These were the grounds for 
Pemberton refuting the biblical premise of man's fallen nature: 'The 
dogma and doctrine of original sin is entirely in opposition to the perfec-

38 HC, p.34, emphases added. Cf. pp.12, 58. 
39. ibid. 
40 For a discussion of this ambivalence in NZ literature see Miles Fairburn, 'The Rural 

Myth and the New Urban Frontier ' , N Z J H , IX, 1 (April 1975) 3-21. Cf. Coral Landsbury, 
Arcady in Australia, Melbourne, 1976. 

41 For a summary of Rousseau's position on natural goodness. See J . Plamenatz, Man 
& Society, London, 1963, I, 373-91. 

42 A. Hacker, 'Original Sin vs Utopia in British Socialism', Review of Politics, 18 
(April 1956) 185-6. 

43 HC, p.49. 
44 HC, p.93. Cf . pp.4, 66, 67. 
45 HC, p.96. 
46 HC, p.57. 
47 HC, p.87. 
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tion of the creation, which is at once demonstrated by the natural endow-
ments of the child', who is a 'perfect carte blanche to any system, to any 
language, to any manners'.48 Pemberton, having discovered this truth, 
and with it the system of perfecting the human race, asserted that it 
clears up all mystery relating thereto, and proves that the immaculate perfection 
reaches equally to the mind of man, as well as every part of the creation: and, 
consequently, that blighting and false idea of the fall of man, was the invention of 
early ignorance and superstition, handed down from age to age, like all other 
early impressions of superstition and false notions of the divine creation. All that 
the Creator has made must, as a matter of necessity, be perfect and 
perfectible. . . ,49 

He was unimpressed by the theological solution of Redemption, assum-
ing that had religion been capable of perfecting human nature 'it would 
have done so ages ago'.50 The wedge that original sin drives between God 
and man was totally at variance with Pemberton's pantheistic inclina-
tions. In short, he believed that man was as 'pure and unsullied as the 
angels in heaven'," possessing the germ of perfection from birth,52 which 
could be brought to fruition within the group.53 Scientific rather than 
supernatural understanding would keep him on the moral path,54 while 
an encyclopaedic education would provide him with a working know-
ledge of all trades and sciences,55 thus allowing for a smooth transition 
from one task to another. In his view, the pure germ within man would 
grow and flow, not through force or coercion, but by 'disciplined and 
universal education'56 or universal knowledge, labour and love.57 

Tensions arose, according to Pemberton, where social classes and 
occupations were sharply divided and where learning was limited and 
specialized. The converse was also true and men could become united 
once they adhered to the creative and universal laws inherent in Nature.58 

He did not see social divisions as a consequence of the diversity of 
talents. Indeed, he postulated that God had not been unfair in the dis-
tribution of His gifts, and went on to assert (while somewhat naively 
ignoring the variety of talents even within the same family) that the 
peasant was 'as richly endowed as the Prince'.5 ' Consequently, he dislik-
ed individuality60 and directed his reforms towards group excellence 

48 HC, p.30. 
49 HC, p. 127, Cf. p.174. 
50 HC, p. 114. 
51 HC, p.217. 
52 HC, p. 114. 
53 HC, p.56. 
54 HC, p.207. 
55 HC, p.129. 
56 HC, p.75. 
57 HC, p. 114. 
58 HC, pp.121, 86. 
59 HC, p.l 18. 
60 HC, p.194. 
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rather than personal holiness. 
Pemberton was essentially a eutopist,61 and, in common with his 

optimistic breed, constantly affirmed the perfectibility of the human 
race. His certainty stemmed from the constancy of natural phenomena. 
The properties of created things were unchanging or 'definite' and this 
applied to their position in Nature,62 as well as bodily and mental con-
stitution, in the case of man.63 So optimistic was he that he hoped the 
Happy Colony would become peopled by geniuses. Citizens would be 
raised to intellectual heights, first, through his infallible educational 
system—'self-formation' in the young being impossible64—and, second, 
through the transmission of desirable traits, which he believed would 
secure the future prosperity of the race. 

About eight years after his return from France, Pemberton set about 
putting his ideas into practice. He moved to Euston Square, London, 
where he established a bookshop and Classical Library,65 a paradoxical 
move for someone who looked upon the book system of learning as mak-
ing people 'babies, sots, and bigots, and all our governors tyrants'.66 

Then, in August 1857, he opened a Euphonic Institution above the 
shop67 and began an experiment on the infant mind that lasted for about 
four years, and probably ended due to lack of support. At any rate, his 
Institution had given way to a chemist shop by the middle of 1861.68 

Infant education was not an entirely new idea.69 Infant schools had 
been established in France by Madame de Pastoret, who was visited by 

61 Eutopists are characterized by optimism which 'is perhaps the perpetual legacy we 
inherit f rom them today' according to W.H.G. Armytage, The Utopisl Tradition in English 
Education, Sheffield, 1958, p. 16. Lyman Sargent, in British and American Utopian 
Literature 1516-1975 (Boston, G.K. Hall, 1979), p.xviii, distinguishes three categories: ' the 
eutopia or positive Utopia, the dystopia or negative Utopia, and the satirical Utopia'. 

Literally, the Greek words ou topos are equivalent to 'no place', but a pun on the prefix 
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the Edgeworths at the turn of the century.70 By 1816, Robert Owen had 
made special provision for infants in his factory school in New Lanark.71 

And two years later, this was used as a model for the first school in Lon-
don, founded by Henry Brougham and James Mill.72 As well as catering 
for infants, Pemberton's Institution was a Model School, which meant 
that it served to demonstrate specific educational techniques,73 in this 
case his euphonic and philosophic system. Though it was a well-intended 
move at a time when teacher training institutions were few,74 it is doubt-
ful whether anyone other than those connected with the Pemberton 
family learned of his methods. 

Through his concept of 'instantaneous' and 'original formation', 
namely, the impregnation of cultural and environmental stimuli from the 
moment of birth, Pemberton simultaneously stressed the child's readi-
ness to learn and the teacher's vital role in taking advantage of this state. 
So he criticized Descartes for paying excessive attention to 'the action of 
the passions', while ignoring the way in which these could be steered in 
the right direction.75 In the early stages, such guidance was provided by 
the mother who, unlike books, possessed a spiritual 'power of person-
ification'76 and by this 'electric' potency was able to stimulate the five 
senses of her infants and fructify their minds.77 Providing her task was 
done well, Pemberton confidently hoped that 'universal knowledge and 
divine love' would 'be the portion of man'.78 

In New Zealand's Happy Colony, an ' Infant Temple' was planned to 
cater for children from three months to seven years.79 Taking over from 
the mothers and nurses when the child was three and had imbibed their 
mind and language,80 the 'spirit-teachers and trainers'81 were expected to 
continue the formative process of conveying knowledge through their 
charisma.82 Directly opposed to the heinous taskmaster, this new breed 

70 Isabel C. Clarke, Maria Edgeworth. Her Family and Friends, London, n .d . , p.62. 
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of educator was described by Pemberton as an 'Artist of the Soul',83 who 
was to be the perfect model for students to emulate. As mind spoke to 
mind in the learning process,84 the 'soul and spirit' of the educator were 
all important,85 for therein lay that creative principle of live and divine 
power of intellect capable of rearing geniuses.86 The very being and 
existence of the natural professor were the cause and conveyor of perfec-
tion. Such individuals were required to exhibit 'the most agreeable 
manners' and be able to understand the phonetics of dictionaries so as to 
pronounce the technical languages of science and art correctly." 

Through his emphasis on love and the family, and the primacy given to 
maternal-child relationships, Pemberton virtually equated the familial 
and social orders. Political concepts proper were more or less absent 
from his thinking and at no time do we read of 'communism', 'socialism' 
or the like. Instead, he proposed a system of educational com-
munitarianism through which a 'true constitution of governing man' 
would emerge.88 Obviously familiar with Bacon's works, one can detect 
echoes of his 'there is no power on earth which setteth up a throne . . . 
but knowledge and learning',89 in Pemberton's assertion 'Education is 
power, and the power that will elevate the people and constitute their 
strength'.90 His plan was, therefore, to transfer social control from 
prince to teacher, so that the schoolroom rather than a parliament would 
effectively rule the Colony. Rousseau had come to see everything as 
'radically connected with politics'91 and to the extent that politics is 
power Pemberton was in agreement, except that for him the source of 
power lay in education. Therefore, the 'only reform and grand revolu-
tion' really necessary was that of the scholastic system.92 Once total 
jurisdiction had been gained over the young child, Pemberton expected 
to have full control of the social system. Thus, his Elysian Academy was 
envisaged as being the font of social innovation and the centre of rule. 

What he, in fact, describes comes closer to a theocracy, with Pember-
ton himself the interpreter of Nature, the 'beloved person' welding his 
followers in a common faith. The people of his Colony were to live, not 
singly, but 'united, in society, as brothers and sisters'.93 His 
egalitarianism took on the character of a loving home, whose members 
are treated fairly by the parents; his collectivism reflects the strong ties of 
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84 MF, p.21. 
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consanguinity; and his communality was to have been enlivened by the 
warmth of the hearth. Such a notion was frequent amongst Romantics 
after 1830, when their politics took the form of a 'human symphony'. 
They gave the group preference over the individual and saw it embracing 
the totality of life. There were no laws compelling people to unite; they 
were bound together by noble sentiments.94 Similarly in the Happy Col-
ony, order would derive from piety and affection. All would be bound by 
what was expected of them and 'divine love' would unite them 'in one 
happy family or families'.95 Not unreasonably, one contemporary 
reviewer suggested that his 'silly' or 'wicked' book could be fittingly 
retitled 'the Happy Family'.96 To sum up Pemberton's politics in his own 
words: 'Mother's school is a little republic, where all her children receive 
equal benefit',97 and his paternalism comes to the fore when he says that 
rulers should 'regard the millions as their children'.9® 

The Colony, however, was limited to 100,000 people. Adopting the 
nineteenth-century administrative criterion for the size of towns,99 each 
of the ten would have 10,000.100 The principal town was named after 
Queen Victoria, whose sympathies for the poor he applauded. It is not 
clear how the towns were to be run, but the Colony itself was apparently 
to be governed by a grand council. What its structure was, or how it was 
to be formed is not stated, but its function seems to have been little more 
than that of arranging marriages and public festivals."" In keeping with 
the late Romantics' distaste for free commerce, Pemberton side-stepped 
the problems of distribution in society and the intricacies of political 
economy. As monetary evils were most virulent in the heart of cities, his' 
scheme was to make do with storehouses and to replace commercial 
centres and markets by a 'natural' university that would provide a 'splen-
did banquet of perfect education'.102 

Following the romantic rather than rationalistic approach to city 
design,10' Pemberton's towns were circular and the core of each was 
given over to nature. Thus, his 'rus in urbe"04 anticipates the garden city 
idea. Surrounding the natural university were alternate rings of factories, 

94 Jacques Droz, 'Romanticism in Political Thought ' , Dictionary of the History of 
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residences, gardens and further residences, which clearly defined the 
' town' from the country. Since, in the course of New Zealand urbanism, 
the development of towns from village settlements was less successful, 
Pemberton was perhaps on the right track in proposing to build a colony 
of towns well-developed from scratch. However, as entrepreneurs, politi-
cians, editors and merchants were excluded from his towns, the normal 
processes of urban development would have been inhibited.10' 

Pemberton's ideas on mind-formation derived from a philosophy 
combining transcendentalism with something akin to Owenism.106 

Though a perfect exemplar of these ideas, Pemberton's mother intellec-
tually hindered him and their close association seems to have curtailed 
his social life. What stimulation he got was from study and his educa-
tional theory evolved in this relatively solitary state. 

Though Pemberton had known of Owen by repute for some time, it 
was not until 'the end of their journey' in 1856 that these 'two mental 
travellers' actually met. Not only did each man recognize in the other a 
soul-mate on the question of infant education, but they shared a mutual 
interest in 'table turning and tipping"07 and spiritualism, to which Owen 
had become converted as late as 1853. 

Despite Owen's admiration for his new friend, he wasted no time in 
•establishing his own priority. Mr Pemberton's 
ideas of education are true, beautiful, and with himself perfectly original; but he 
knew not that I had applied the essence of them to practice more than twenty 
years before the ideas had occurred to him. But hearing all the religions condemn-
ing me and all my measures and proceedings, they made him, like the millions 
who are always led like sheep, afraid to look into my writings, or to enquire what 
had been done. It was well; for his original mind, after much deep thinking, came 
in part to the same fundamental conclusion that I had done so many years 
previously.108 

Pemberton was quite happy for things to be put in their correct perspec-
tive. He pointed out that while Paley and others had seen God in a stone, 
he and Owen had discovered Him 'in a new-born innocent babe."09 He 
readily conceded that Owen had 'discovered all the elements in the 
natural system' that would enable men 'to induct into the infant mind all 
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knowledge and science discovered by philosophers of every age'. And he 
gave further praise to the socialist: 
Robert Owen is one of those good and divine agents whom Providence inspires 
and employs, at different ages of the world, to hold on through life with 
indomitable courage, for bringing about the perfection and happiness of man . . . 
he established the first Rational Infant School system, combining labour and 
manufacture with education and good manners. It is here that we recognise him 
as the type of the new existence of man."" 

This new mental state was exactly what Pemberton had been working 
towards, and he refers to it again in another passage highly complimen-
tary to Owen: 
I at once perceive that you are the Father of the true philosophy of the human 
mind, that you have preceded me in this sublime investigation on the natural 
endowments of the new born child, that you have developed the capabilities of 
every child of man from his birth, that you have truly prophesied and described 
the beauty and happiness of the race and the New Existence of Man on Ear th ." 1 

And as if to dispel any lingering doubts that Owen may have viewed him 
as a rival or usurper regarding the responsibility for introducing this 
happy state, Pemberton made the reassuring statement: 'I quite agree 
with you that no government, Party, sect or unknown person could 
possibly have the chance of accomplishing this beautiful and true com-
mencement of the millennial state but yourself ' ."2 

In 1843, people were leaving Great Britain at a rate of over a thousand 
a week. Nine years later that number was emigrating each day.1" 
Pemberton was in full sympathy with this movement. Though he be-
lieved that theoretically the infant schools of the Happy Colony could be 
established near any large town in England, Scotland or Ireland,"4 he 
was of the opinion that the situation in these places actually made the 
founding of Happy Societies 'impossible'."5 So his mind turned to a 
'primitive land of promise"16 and more especially the 'garden of New 
Zealand',"7 which he seemed to imagine was uninfected by the 
iniquitous systems of the home country. However, since its foundation 
as a colony in 1840, land speculation abounded and Sir George Gibbs, 
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governor of New South Wales, likened Wakefield's colonization policies 
to 'planned land-jobbing'."8 

Pemberton's desire for a new beginning stemmed mainly from the fact 
that he would be free from interference: 
We can carry out the divine system quietly and calmly, without any molestation 
from the zealots of superstition, or the angry jargon of opinions or the passions 
of the interested and selfish in the old countries; and we can begin de novo, both 
in the cultivation of the primitive and rich lands, and in that of the primitive and 
fertile minds of the innocent children of the Happy Colonists .1" 

As regards the cultivation of the soil, Pemberton was attracted to the fer-
tile plains at the foot of Mount Egmont.120 Antipodean under-developed 
regions'21 had the advantage of much fallow land lying 'ready for the 
divine hand of industry'.122 Freedom and natural wealth abounded,12 ' 
facilitating reform and putting workers in a better position to create their 
alternative life styles.124 

It was the importance he placed on land that also made Pemberton's 
mind turn to a country where this was abundant. To him, land was the 
'womb of all fruits and productions necessary for man's existance'.125 It 
was the 'one thing needful' and should not be 'mortgaged to idle classes, 
blighted by ignorance and corruption' nor cursed by 'taxes and custom 
duties'.126 In England, land was owned by the rich whereas in Europe 
there were ever increasing subdivisions of farms, through the aristocratic 
or property principle. He had personally observed the poverty accom-
panying this fragmentary and uneconomic system. The situation in both 
places was inimical to labour and so, at home, he called for existing land 
societies to combine and thereby bring greater pressure for reform.127 

The likelihood of their being successful was small, however, given the 
price and shortage of property, and the best solution seemed to be a 
move to a region where these factors no longer operated. Pemberton was 
convinced that a union of land and idle labour in the cities was the only 
solution.128 Once workmen were in possession of this essential ingre-
dient, they could look forward to the 'most splendid kingdom of human 
happiness'.129 

Taking a cue from other experimental schemes popular amongst Vic-
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torians, Pemberton sought to fashion the workmen and their settlement 
into a company which would purchase and control the land,130 thus 
preventing the speculative price rises that so often occurred whilst wages 
stagnated.131 Strangely, however, it was left to colonists themselves to 
devise a method for purchasing the land, though Pemberton recom-
mended the use of agents and surveyors, perhaps with his son in mind.132 

Another advantage of New Zealand was that at a few shillings an acre, 
land would be within the company's means.133 Pemberton indicated that 
he preferred adjacent tracts being selected for the ten towns because this 
would facilitate association and minimize the possibility of unwarranted 
land price rises. He favoured the Taranaki region, not least because he 
held land options in rural and urban subdivisions near New Plymouth 
through the New Zealand Company, with which he had invested some 
years earlier.134 This company, acting as a government agency, offered 
land to immigrants at £1 an acre.135 Those unable to afford transport 
could be subsidized from the 15/- left over in each £1 after the 
company's expenses and profits had been met. It was a fair arrangement, 
and one Pemberton commended to workers, who might otherwise 
become involved with companies run by merchants and private 
speculators. Such companies purchased land from natives for one far-
thing and resold it to immigrants (the 'real producers')136 at £1 an acre, 
without undertaking to transport them. 

It is unlikely that Pemberton's colonists could have purchased 200,000 
acres in one block as the New Zealand Company's policy was to inter-
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mingle Maori lands with those of settlers, so that the natives would 
become assimilated."' Pemberton makes no mention of the Maoris in 
connection with his educational theory, which is perhaps surprising, as 
he might have seen them as excellent experimental material for testing his 
hypothesis that all infant minds could be brought to any degree of 
civilization."8 However, he had reason to be displeased with them as 
they had frustrated his plans for the land, as family commitments in 
England had frustrated his plans to visit the colony, though neither had 
succeeded in dimming his enthusiasm: 

If I should go to New Zealand I should most probably go alone. . . . Charlotte 
[his daughter] expects to be married. . . . I hope they will reach you in my 
favourite land N.Z. I think it quite reasonable to ask the New Plymouth govern-
ment for a compensation for being kept out of my land so many years by the 
natives. The New Zealand Company gave a compensation of 75 acres on the same 
account of not getting possession of the Sections—I mentioned in my last letter 
the great price I gave for the land at New Plymouth on account of it being so near 
the town—£250." ' 

The newly-weds did find their way to New Zealand, but it did not fulfil 
their hopes. Life was hard and, after having lost two children in infancy, 
they returned to England. 

Pemberton had been interested in New Zealand for at least a decade 
before publishing The Happy Colony. The country was already being 
looked upon as a suitable place for Utopian experimentation,140 and it 
was perhaps with plans for his father's colony in mind that Pemberton's 
second son, Charles ffrench, emigrated in the ship Gleaner arriving in 
1859, with copies of The Happy Colony under his arm. As a graduate of 
the Sorbonne in civil engineering, with a special interest in surveying, he 
would have been well-placed to reconnoitre the area his father had in 
mind.141 Just what his intentions were on arrival we do not know, but his 
stay in the North Island was short. The impracticality of the chosen site, 
and the local Taranaki wars, probably influenced his decision to join 
government service and accept an appointment as surveyor in the more 
hospitable Ashley district of Canterbury in the South Island.'42 

Charles's attitude to his father's schemes is also unknown, but when 
the latter sold his land scrip back to the Government after the dissolution 
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of the New Zealand Company, there is evidence that Charles acted on his 
behalf. The reasons for Robert's move are clear from a letter written in 
1874: 
I enclose a copy of my consent to your accepting the scrip offered by the Govern-
ment Agent for settling the claim of the holders land orders granted by the New 
Zealand Company. . . . I requested you to send me the proceeds of the scrip in 
my last letter. I now repeat that request as I am about publishing my last work 
upon the Science of teaching to infant Audiences Universal Knowledge—and for 
establishing a Company to carry out the system—upon a grand scale commen-
surate with the splendid development of the subject—As our income is so reduced 
I could not find the income without the proceeds of my land in New Plymouth. 
Now my dear Charles be so good to settle about the scrip as soon as possible and 
send the proceeds immediately.14 ' 

Despite an annuity of £500 being settled on him by his mother,144 subse-
quent letters reveal that these requests continued for years and as the 
manuscript was never published it appears that his son may have taken 
full advantage of his power of attorney to prevent the monies of this 
'moonstruck dreamer"45 from being wasted. 

Any anxiety within the family would not have been unreasonable for, 
as Holyoake observed, 'he spent much money in publishing books which 
were never read, and in devising diagrams which were never 
examined'.146 Enthusiasm for the subject was not shared by his children, 
nor did they believe that if a thing was worth saying once, it was worth 
reiterating endlessly. And so, though she was relieved that he had stop-
ped publishing at least for the moment, it was a rather tired Bessie who 
reported to Charles after the death of their older brother in 1875: 'Father 
has gone back to the Old subject, and still writes, it diverts his mind . . . 
he now writes almost a repetition of the same thing, page after 
page. . . . ' "" 

From the start, in his The Happy Colony and its prospectus, it is clear 
that Pemberton meant to realize his scheme. However, after so forcefully 
expressing his aversion for financial transactions, it must have been gall-
ing for him to face up to those realities of commercial life so essential for 
his project's success. 'I must now draw . . . attention to the subject of 
money, although money is the ruler and tyrant of all labour, and utterly 
opposed to the laws of the Creator. The intelligence of the age is direc-
ting its attention to that black cloud of error; nevertheless, money must 
combat money, the same as the sword must combat the sword."4 ' Of the 
money needed for this duel, £200,000 (of the original estimate) would go 
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towards the purchase of land at the New Zealand Company's price of £1 
per acre, the remaining £300,000 presumably being earmarked for 
buildings and works. The money was to be raised from the labouring 
class and this would avoid mortgaging the colony by calling upon 
speculative capital or even accepting 'five per cent philanthropy', then a 
common method for 'helping' the poor."" Nor was any approach to be 
made to princes because, fearing the social consequences, none had ever 
assisted in elevating the human race.150 

Since he had provided no channels through which workmen might 
respond to his proposals, it is hardly surprising that the venture hung 
fire. So three years later, in 1857, he made another attempt to publicize 
his ideas, this time calling upon the good offices of Earl Granville, whom 
he charged with notifying all governments of his educational 
discoveries.'5' Since action was obviously not forthcoming from this 
source, Pemberton himself took the first practical step towards forming 
a land and labour society, the plans for which were set out in another 
pamphlet written in 1859.152 It was to be his last. But instead of tackling 
concrete questions, he takes his readers on another ramble through his 
educational flower garden and, almost as an afterthought, meekly calls 
for a shilling towards what he hopes will become 'the most powerful 
company for usefulness and good, that had at any time existed'.15 ' 

One factor in Pemberton's failure to grasp the nettle may have been 
his deep-seated distaste for capitalism, even though he acknowledged 
how effective this mode of cooperation could be. But entrepreneurial 
blood did not run in his veins and it is unlikely that 'The People's Shilling 
Company' was ever registered. No record of a company by that name or 
'The Happy Colony' exists in the Index of Companies Register: 7 July 
1856 - 30 June 1920 at the Public Record Office, London, nor in the 
Registers of the Companies Registration Office, Board of Trade, Lon-
don.'54 

With a shilling subscription and a total population of 100,000 
distributed equally throughout the ten towns, Pemberton could not have 
raised more than £5,000 of the £500,000 he originally estimated.'55 Since 
he did not intend to call upon philanthropists, how the short-fall was to 
be met remains unexplained. Some people might be deterred by such 
inconsistencies, but not Pemberton. In 1865, he was again expressing 
optimism to his son. 'The world can never enjoy peace until man is 

149 J .N. Tarn , Five Per Cent Philanthropy: An Account of Housing in Urban Areas 
between 1840 and 1914, London, 1973. 

150 HC, p.7. 
151 Letter to Earl Granville, p.8. 
152 Popular Education, p . I f f . 
153 ibid., pp.11, 14, 9. 
154 Personal communication from Registrar, 4 May 1977. 
155 Apart f rom land, Pemberton did not indicate the costs leading to this figure and 

possibly it was not deduced from expenditure. 
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educated for which as yet there is no foundation laid. It will take time 
before the Happy Colony is understood. However, the author is still liv-
ing and hopes yet to throw a deal of light upon the world that time may 
keep burning and cheer all parts of the globe."56 No further light, 
however, was thrown upon the question of money. Indeed, by 1874 the 
issue had become more clouded, for he was then asking for 
£10,000,000,157 an increase far in excess of inflation over the period.'58 

This would have meant raising individual subscriptions to £100 per head, 
quite beyond the means of workmen. 

A year later a letter to his son reveals that, as Bessie had said, Pember-
ton, at the age of eighty-eight, was still preoccupied with his scheme, now 
delayed over twenty years. 'In my last letter I sent you a written copy of 
the Text of the intended Model Institution for the Universal civilization 
of Mankind. . . . This . . . will prove the crowning glory of all geniuses 
through all the ages of the world for we are entirely indebted to geniuses 
and not to authorities for all the vast and splended [sic] inventions that 
we possess."59 However perfective his own upbringing may have been, it 
certainly failed to produce in him any genius for publicity. For example, 
the outlet for his advertisement—the St. Albans Almanac—was hardly 
the organ best suited to reach so wide and humble an audience. Likewise, 
his urgent pleas in a pamphlet Popular Education must have escaped the 
notice of those numerous labourers to whom it was addressed: 
I appeal to the workmen of London, Liverpool, Manchester, Birmingham, 
Dublin, Glasgow and all the manufacturing communities and towns in Great Bri-
tain and Ireland, and most especially to the agricultural and farm workmen, in 
every nook and corner of the rural districts. I appeal to all distressed people who 
want employment; I appeal to the great shipping interest, and to the hardy sailors 
employed therein. And shall I appeal in vain?'60 

As it transpired, he did. 
Why was Pemberton unable to mobilize the proletariat? Aside from 

the financial deficiencies in the scheme itself and the inappropriate 
publicity it received, an additional stumbling block must have been 
illiteracy, which would have prevented the labouring classes from learn-
ing of their latent capacities and the opportunities offered by the Natural 
University of the Happy Colony. But this was not all. Pemberton 
presumed too much from the workmen of Great Britain and attributed 
only good to human nature: one can sense the incipient weakness of the 

156 R. Pemberton to Charles ffrench Pemberton, 19 July 1865, p.6. 
157 Undated manuscript, in a letter dated 14 December 1875, f rom Pemberton to his son 

Charles, of the advertisement probably placed in the St. Albans Almanac during 1875. Un-
fortunately the St. Albans Public Library has been unable to locate a copy of this edition. 

158 Nominal and real wages, as well as prices, were rising over this period. For a sum-
mary of these movements see John Burnett, A History of the Cost of Living, Harmonds-
worth, 1969, pp.254-6. 

159 R. Pemberton to Charles ffrench Pemberton, 14 December 1875. 
160 Popular Education, p. 12. 
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scheme and suspect that any success would have been shortlived. The 
enlightened educational programme with its continual preoccupation 
with ordered work and leisure may have been sufficient to frighten off 
any prospective colonist. The perfection of Pemberton's scheme was 
clearly odd from the start and it is not surprising that it never reached the 
honeymoon stage. Indeed, J .C. Davis has noted that 'Utopias fail not 
because they are unrealistic, but because they are total; all or nothing 
schemes'.161 With Pemberton's, such was surely the case. 

J R. ROCKEY 

University of Newcastle 

For the generous way in which they gave of their time, either in supplying facts or in cor-
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161 J .C. Davis, 'Utopia and History', Historical Studies, XIII (April 1968), 165-76, 175. 
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