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' End Notes ' f r o m G . F . H u d s o n ot O x f o r d . A s Louis admi t s , m u c h fu l l e r 
accounts are avai lable on i m p o r t a n t aspects of t he subjec t — b y N i s h o n 
the Anglo-Japanese al l iance, by Roskil l a n d Brais ted o n nava l m a t t e r s — 
and a m o r e conven t iona l s tudy of ' s t ra tegy ' will have to be based o n the 
Chie fs of Staff, and service d e p a r t m e n t records . Bu t as an appe t i ze r f o r the 
new wave of in ter -war studies his book is well w o r t h read ing . 

W. DAVID MCINTYRE 
University of Canterbury 

The Anglican Church in New Zealand. A History. By W . P. Mor re l l . 
Angl ican C h u r c h of the P rov ince of N e w Zea land , D u n e d i n , 1973. xi, 
277 pp. N.Z . p r i ce : $4.85. 

THIS official h is tory is b roade r in subject m a t t e r t h a n the title suggests. T h e 
C h u r c h Miss ionary Society per iod , b e f o r e the f o r m a l cons t i tu t ion of t he 
C h u r c h in 1857, has ample t r ea tmen t , whi le over a q u a r t e r of t he b o o k is 
conce rned with tha t mission en te rpr i se in Melanes ia a n d Polynes ia f o r wh ich 
the province of the C h u r c h has a s sumed responsibi l i ty . 

T h e domina t ing figure in the first p a r t of Mor re l l ' s a c c o u n t is G e o r g e 
Augus tus Selwyn, the b i shop appo in ted to give au tho r i t y a n d discipl ine t o 
Angl icanism in the new colony. Energe t ic , ea rnes t a n d au tho r i t a r i an , h e 
soon fell ou t with those miss ionar ies on the spot whose necks h a d neve r 
felt a hal ter . Morre l l tells h o w G o v e r n o r G r e y , ea r ly showing a flair f o r 
mischief and ins inuated m i s i n f o r m a t i o n , used Se lwyn as a wedge to pr ize 
l and away f r o m miss ionary famil ies . Th i s ep isode w a s bu t o n e of the m a n y 
d i sappoin tments of the b ishop ' s first ten years in t he co lony . By 1853 Se lwyn 
was depressed. A s a pas tora l b i shop he seemed t o have ' c o m e close to 
fa i lure ' ; he had 'p i tched his h o p e s too h igh ' . Ye t , says Mor re l l , h is grea tes t 
t r i u m p h was at h a n d : the 1857 cons t i tu t ion of the p r o v i n c e of N e w Zea -
land, which establ ished a system of synodica l g o v e r n m e n t tha t f r e e d , as 
Selwyn p lanned it would , the colonial c h u r c h f r o m the p r iva te p a t r o n a g e , 
adminis t ra t ive con fus ion , Eras t i an c o m p r o m i s e s a n d all those abuses w h i c h 
e n c u m b e r e d the m o t h e r - c h u r c h in E n g l a n d a n d I r e l and . A n en thra l l ing 
accoun t is given of h o w Selwyn real ized his object . Bel ieving tha t , in 
Morre l l ' s words , ' vo lun ta ry c o m p a c t was the on ly possible basis f o r t he 
C h u r c h connec t ion ' , Selwyn was p r e p a r e d to concede m u c h to t he ind iv idua l 
dioceses to win the i r suppor t fo r the cons t i tu t ion . H i s m o n u m e n t is a sys tem 
of C h u r c h gove rnmen t , in essentials still ope ra t i ng today , w h o s e lay r ep re -
sentat ive cha rac te r is indeed m o r e in keep ing wi th twent ie th cen tu ry con-
cepts of gove rnmen t t han with those of the t ime in wh ich it w a s f o r m u l a t e d . 

F r o m a na r rowly E u r o p e a n a n d Ang l i can v iewpoin t , c h u r c h w o r k a m o n g 
Maor i s , Morre l l suggests, has been d isappoin t ing . H e tells of a recess ion 
f r o m Angl ican o r thodoxy o f t e n to here t ica l va r ian t s as ear ly as t he 1850s. 
A n d the process accelera ted dur ing the rac ia l w a r s of the 1860s despi te 
the champion ing of the M a o r i s ' cause by Oc tav ius Hadf i e ld a n d less e m -
phat ical ly Selwyn himself whose wry consola t ion w a s the k n o w l e d g e tha t 
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he had been denounced as a trai tor by Maor i and European settler alike. 
But despite the Church ' s great concern for that race whose conversion was 
the original reason for Anglican activity in N e w Zealand, it steadily lost 
g round a m o n g the Maor i people. Maor i pastorates, Maor i schools — even 
the pe rmanen t Maor i bishop that Nga ta advocated — have been inadequate 
lures. Alternat ive sects more in keeping with self-conscious Maor idom 
partly explain the falling-away. M o r e impor tan t probably, as with white 
N e w Zealanders , have been the secularizing processes of urbanizat ion and 
unbelief. 

As Morrel l covers the years between 1870 and 1945 there is, I feel, a 
slackening of pace and interest. Pe rhaps this was inevitable. Few of the 
nineteenth-century bishops af ter Selwyn were impressive men. W h a t William 
Williams said of Selwyn's successor in Auckland , W. G . Cowie ( 'he is 
nothing out of the c o m m o n way ' ) could equally be applied to almost every 
m e m b e r of the bench of bishops over the next half -century; with Churchil l 
Julius of Chr is tchurch the notable exception. The province, moreover , lagged 
behind the mother -church in its receptiveness to new ideas. H o w charac-
teristic of the conservative mood of the Church in that era was its denial 
of the right of women to serve as warden, ves t ryman or synodsman long 
a f te r the female par l iamentary f ranchise had been gained! 

Nevertheless 1 feel that Morrel l ' s account would have been more percep-
tive if some sociological analysis had been applied to the twentieth century. 
Census and diocesan year book statistics one suspects would have an un-
usual e loquence if they were but quest ioned. Wha t of the falling proport ion 
of the popula t ion considering itself Anglican; the dwindling appeal of 
Anglicanism in underprivi leged sections of the cities, in spite of Church 
A r m y and City Mission activity there? In the context of such trends the 
expansion of church secondary schools in the period 1919-45 is perhaps 
less reassuring than Morrel l suggests. T o outsiders these schools — unlike 
their Cathol ic counterpar ts — seem distinguished by their offer of a social 
cachet, not by their religion, which of ten appears relegated to a kind of 
optional extra. 

Once Morre l l reaches 1945 the interest revives once again. The account 
of the changing course of the Anglican C h u r c h over the last generation 
measures u p to the most exacting s tandards of scholarship. Morrel l tells of 
the efforts of Angl ican leaders to adapt their denominat ion to a world of 
change, with little guidance f r o m past experience. The recognized need to 
discuss questions, skirted in the past, is seen as an 'irreversible trend' . 
Morrel l ' s discussion of problems of fund-raising, clergy training, liturgical 
revision and ecumenism — some of which have divided churchmen 
passionately — is ful l and magisterial. It is recognized that changes must 
come; Morre l l accepts some gladly, others with regrets. (The new liturgy 
fo r all its ' relevance' has not the Cranmer ian cadences captured in the 1662 
Book of C o m m o n Prayer , and this Morrel l sees as a sad loss.) His account 
of the uncer ta in role of the Anglican Church in the negotiations fo r Church 
Union a m o n g five protestant denominat ions in N e w Zealand over the last 
decade surely re inforces the injunct ions of those who see in the precipitate 
a t tachment of the C h u r c h to a new body a danger to the tradit ion of the 
'middle way ' that is a distinctive part of its heritage. 
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T h e r e is no doub t tha t this book is excel lent value , a n d will b e c o m e a 
s tandard w o r k of r e f e r ence a m o n g his tory a n d theological s tudents . N o 
section of it is less than good, whi le the first three a n d the ten th chap te r s 
measu re up to the highest Mor re l l s t andard . 

R. c . J . STONE 

University of Auckland 
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