
New Light on the Mapping and 
Naming of New Zealand 

T H E PURPOSE of this article is to discuss the significance in relation 
to the mapping and naming of New Zealand of an early Dutch map 
in the possession of the Prince Hendrik Maritime Museum, Rotterdam. 
The insertion of the name 'Zeelandia Nova' (the Latin forerunner of 
the modern English name New Zealand) appears to have been made 
in this map no later than 1645 or early 1646, and possibly in 1644, 
and the name does not appear to have been used in any earlier map 
which is still extant. 

My interest in the early mapping and naming of New Zealand 
was stimulated a number of years ago by a reading of a discussion 
by Dr E. H. McCormick in his Tasman and New Zealand. After 
citing references by authorities to globes and maps apparently dating 
between 1647 and 1660 in which the name 'Zeelandia Nova' ap-
peared, McCormick, referring to Abel Janszoon Tasman's discovery 
of part of the western littoral of New Zealand in 1642-3, wrote: 

Tasman—so runs the usual explanation—called the country 'Staten Landt', 
believing it might be joined to the Staten Landt off the South American 
coast, discovered earlier in the century and thought to be a promontory 
of the fabled Terra Australis Incognita; in 1643, however, Hendrik 
Brouwer [Dutch explorer] proved that the first Staten Landt was an 
island and could not possibly extend to the region of Tasman's dis-
covery; hence the original name was dropped and soon replaced by the 
present term [New Zealand] . . . Convincing to this point, the account 
may be carried a little farther to explain, at least by supposition, why 
'Zeelandia Nova' was chosen in preference to other possible alternatives. 
The reason is probably bound up with the naming of the western coast 
of Australia, called by Tasman 'Compagnies Nieuw Nederland' and later 
rechristened 'Hollandia Nova', a term gradually extended to the whole 
continent. For the sake of symmetry and to honour the second great mari-
time province of the Netherlands, is it not probable that 'Zeelandia Nova' 
was selected to describe the other southern land (one which, for all the 
geographers knew, might exceed Hollandia Nova in extent) ?i 

Elsewhere in Tasman and New Zealand McCormick states that 
the French explorer Dumont d'Urville had explained the abandoning 
of the term 'Staten Landt' for New Zealand when the limits of the 

I E . H. McCormick, Tasman and New Zealand. A Bibliographical Study, 
Alexander Turnbull Library Bulletin No. 14, 1959, pp. 10-11. 
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small island originally given that name were established, and that 
Dumont d'Urville was unable to establish how and by whom the 
later term 'New Zealand' (Zeelandia Nova) was applied.2 

1 was moved to explore the tantalising question whether the date 
of New Zealand's appearance on a map with the name Zeelandia 
Nova could be pushed back further towards the time of Tasman's 
discovery in 1642-43 than the putative date of 1647-48 which seemed 
to apply to the earliest known maps containing it. 

There are a number of globes and maps showing New Zealand 
to which the dates 1647-1648 have been assigned by scholars. For 
many years attention has focussed on a particularly striking wall-
map in two hemispheres held at the Historisch Scheepvaart Museum, 
Amsterdam. It was reproduced by the Dutch scholar F. C. Weider 
in his book Monumenta Cartographical Weider assigned to it the 
date 1648, as the map was dedicated by Johan Blaeu to a Spanish 
dignitary at the time of the Peace Congress in Westphalia in 1648. 
A large terrestrial globe, one of a pair, the other being a celestial 
globe dated 1648 held at the Geographical Institute of the State 
University of Utrecht, shows New Zealand.4 The gores5 of another 
terrestrial globe showing New Zealand were reproduced by C. H. 
Coote in his book Remarkable Maps.6 E. L. Stevenson, in his book 
Terrestrial and Celestial Globes, mentions other globes.7 

In my search for early maps and globes showing New Zealand I 
made inquiries throughout the world to museums, libraries and 
other institutions holding collections of early maps and globes. I 
appreciated that it would be only if an inquiry happened to fit in 
with the finding or identification of an early map showing New 
Zealand that this exercise would bear fruit. 

In October 1964 I received a reply from the Director of the Prince 
Hendrik Maritime Museum, Rotterdam, reporting that the Museum 
had a copy of a Dutch map of 1618 with later additions including 
New Zealand. The map was in a fragile condition. The Museum 
also possesses a copy of the 1618 map without the later Tasman 
additions. 

In 1943 when the 1618 map was in private hands in Britain it 
was described in the Geographical Journal at some length by Edward 
Heawood.8 It was acquired by the Prince Hendrik Maritime Museum 
in 1948, and in that year the Museum published a booklet on it 

2 ibid., pp. 39-40. 
3 F. C. Weider, ed., Monumenta Cartographica, III, The Hague, 1929, pi. 51. 
4 R. P. Meyjes, De Reizen van Abel Janszoon Tasman en Franchoys Jacobs-

zoon Visscher in 1642-3 en 1644, The Hague, 1919, pp. 264-8. 
5 Sheets of gores (segments to be fitted on globes) were printed on paper 

by cartographers from engraved copper plates. Engraved globe gore sheets are 
held in many collections of early cartographic material. 

6 C. H. Coote, Remarkable Maps, Amsterdam, 1894-7, part 3, no. 1. 
7 E. L. Stevenson, Terrestrial and Celestial Globes, II, Yale University Press, 

Newhaven, 1921. 
8 E. Heawood, Geographical Journal, CII, 170-5. 
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by W. A. Engelbrecht.9 The maps are large wall-maps measuring 
approximately two by three metres (approximately seven feet by 
ten feet) and were made up by assembling a number of separate 
impressions from copper plates. The equatorial diameter of each 
hemisphere is approximately ninety-seven centimetres (approximately 
thirty-eight inches). 

Large wall-maps were an important product of the Dutch seven-
teenth century cartographic industry. They are rare since only a few 
examples have survived. This is due to the fact that they were far 
more vulnerable to damage and loss than the smaller and more easily 
handled atlas maps. 

These large wall-maps are of particular significance as they were 
used in many cases as the prototypes for the atlas maps and globe 
gores. As new discoveries were reported and fresh charts came to 
the cartographer they were initially engraved on the wall-map copper 
plates. They could then be more easily studied on the large wall-
maps and modified or copied for engraving copper plates for atlas 
maps and globe gores. 

The 1618 map at the Prince Hendrik Maritime Museum was by 
Willem Jansz., who later took Blaeu as his surname, founder of the 
renowned cartographic firm of Blaeu, of Amsterdam. 

The Dutch East India Company under whose auspices Tasman 
made his voyages of 1642-3, when he discovered part of New Zea-
land, and of 1644, when he discovered a large part of the north coast 
of Australia, appointed Willem Blaeu its cartographer in 1633, after 
the death of his predecessor, Hessel Gerritsz. Willem Blaeu himself 
died in 1638, and his son Johan Blaeu became head of the house and 
cartographer to the Company.10 

I am greatly indebted to the authorities of the Prince Hendrik 
Maritime Museum for providing me with photographs of the 1618 
map without the Tasman additions and of parts of the revised map 
showing these additions, with permission to publish. Plate I in this 
article shows the 1618 map; plate II shows part of the revised map 
including the New Zealand discovery by Tasman in 1642-3 with the 
name 'Zeelandia Nova'; plate III shows an enlargement of Zeelandia 
Nova in the revised map; and plate IV shows part of the revised 
map including the parts of Australia discovered by the Dutch up 
to and including Tasman's voyage along the north coast in 1644. 
I shall hereafter refer to the map shown in plate I as the 1618 map 
and the map from which are taken the three extracts in plates II, 
III, and IV as the revised map. 

The date of the revised map was estimated in the initial corres-
pondence received by me from the Director of the Prince Hendrik 

9 W . A. Engelbrecht, De Wereldkaart van Willem Jansz. {Blaeu) van 1618, 
Rotterdam, 1948. 

10 M. Destombes, Cartes hollandaises, Saigon, 1941, p. 341. 
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Maritime Museum as about 1645, no doubt in relation to the in-
clusion of data discovered during Tasman's voyage of 1644. 

In his choice of a zero meridian Blaeu discarded that through the 
Azores previously used by himself and others in favour of the Peak 
of Teneriffe, giving his reasons in a boxed inscription in the map. 
Usually Blaeu made his hemisphere maps so that the division be-
tween the hemispheres coincided with his zero meridian, but he 
could not do this after changing the latter without upsetting his 
whole layout. His zero meridian of the Peak of Teneriffe is there-
fore ten degrees east of the dividing line. The degrees of longitude 
are under a narrow band along the equator. Several of the figures 
show up under enlargement in plate IV. 

The relationship of the additions in the revised map to the 1618 
map can be explained as follows. The original map would have been 
printed, no doubt with other copies which have since disappeared, 
from engraved copper plates. Further engraving, corresponding to 
the later additions in the revised map, was done later. Special 
prominence is given in the 1618 map to the voyage of Le Maire and 
Schouten in 1616 through Le Maire Strait between Tierra del Fuego 
and Staten Land near the south of South America, across the Pacific 
and along the north side of New Guinea. Schouten's portrait is given 
a special place of honour among the group of six explorers in the 
lower part of the panel in the western hemisphere which can be 
seen by referring to plates I and II.11 

The additions shown in the extracts from the revised map are 
considerable, when compared with the corresponding parts of the 
1618 map. In the extract in plate II the part of the western littoral 
of New Zealand discovered by Tasman is shown with the name 
'Zeelandia Nova'; the details can be seen better in plate III. There 
is no opening corresponding to an opening to the east which Tasman, 
in a journal of the 1642-3 voyage signed by him,12 thought it possible 
existed in the vicinity of the area where in fact Cook Strait exists; 
this area in the map is near that named 'Abel Tasman Rede' (Abel 
Tasman's Roadstead or Anchorage), in the western approach to the 
Cook Strait area. In a chart of New Zealand in the journal signed 
by Tasman there is also no opening. To make room for Zeelandia 
Nova the boxed inscription in the 1618 map explaining the use of 
the Peak of Teneriffe as the zero meridian, a line near the inscription 
representing part of the north coast of Terra Australis Incognita 
(the unknown south land), and the word Terra from the latter name 
have been removed, the final letter s in Australis being changed to a. 

North-north-east of Zeelandia Nova in the revised map, as may 
be seen in the extract in plate II, are the southern islands of Tonga 

1 1 The six explorers shown, according to an internal inscription are, from left, 
Magellan, Drake, Cavendish, Olivier van Noort, Joris van Spilbergen and Willem 
Schouten. The two upper portraits are Columbus (left) ana Amerigo Vespucci. 

12 A. Sharp, The Voyages of Abel Janszoon Tasman, Oxford, 1968, p. 134. 
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and the north-eastern sector of the Fiji Group, discovered by Tasman 
in 1643 after leaving New Zealand. 

In the extract from the revised map in plate IV the southern part 
of Tasmania, discovered by Tasman in 1642, is shown. Its repre-
sentation is compatible with that of the southern part of Tasmania 
in the journal of the 1642-3 voyage signed by Tasman referred 
to in the paragraph before last. The imagined north coast of Terra 
Australis Incognita, shown in the 1618 map, is omitted in the revised 
map as is the oval inscription surmounted by a human figure in 
the 1618 map, making the usual claim of Dutch cartographers at 
that time for privilege and protection against illicit borrowings by 
other cartographers. 

It will be obvious to any student of plate IV that in the revised 
map, in the area north of Tasmania, and south of the chain of islands 
extending from Java to New Guinea, the north, west, and much of 
the Australian continent is shown. None of this appears in the 1618 
map. 

The representation of Australian continental coastline in the re-
vised map is compounded from three charts. The west and south 
coasts are as in a map of the East Indies in the Blaeu atlas Le thê&tre 
du monde of 1640; this evidently stems from a map by Hessel Ger-
ritsz in which one of the discoveries recorded was the voyage of Pieter 
Nuyts in 1628 along the south coast of Australia to Nuyts Archi-
pelago.13 The west side of Cape York Peninsula is according to the 
chart by Arend Martensz de Leeuw14 of the voyage made in 1623 
by Jan Carstensz in the Peru. The depiction of the west side of the 
peninsula in the revised map is not necessarily taken directly from 
the chart, for in a map by Henricus Hondius dated 163015 the west 
side of Cape York Peninsula is shown solus according to de Leeuw's 
chart and the houses of Blaeu and Hondius at that time were com-
petitors.16 Finally the chart of the voyage of the Pera, which reached 
a river named in the chart and in the revised map 'Staten', not far 
from the head of the Gulf of Carpentaria, was joined to die Gerritsz-
Blaeu representation of the west side of the Australian continent 
in the revised map by a reproduction from a chart of Tasman's 
voyage along the north coast in 1644; numbers of the place-names 
in this part of the revised map commemorate Tasman and members 
of the Council of India at the time of the 1644 voyage. 

1 8 The Blaeu map is reproduced in Coote, op. cit, part 2, no. 10. Gerritsz's 
map, which was found in the Huydecoper copy of Tasman's journal of 1642-3 
(cf Shan?, PP. 55-7), is reproduced in J. E. Heeres, Het Aandeel der Seder-
landers in de Ontdekking van Australia 1606-1765, Leyden, 1899, map 5. 

1 4 Reproduced in Coote, part 2, no. 5. 
1 8 Reproduced ibid., part 2, no. 6. 
" J . Keuning, 'Blaeu s Atlas', Imago Mundi, XIV, 74-75. 



N E W LIGHT ON M A P P I N G AND N A M I N G O F N E W ZEALAND 1 6 3 

What is the significance of the additions of data from Tasman's 
voyages in the revised map?17 It will be noticed that in the revised 
map the part of New Zealand discovered by Tasman in 1642-3 and 
named by him 'Staete Landt' (Staten Land) is called "Zeelandia 
Nova', not 'Staete Landt', but that Schouten and Le Maire's Staten 
Land is shown with the east end open, as in the 1618 map, in accord-
ance with the conjecture that it might be part of the unknown 
southland. These facts are hardly compatible with Dumont d'Urville's 
explanation of the replacement of Tasman's name Staete Landt with 
the name Zeelandia Nova, that this change followed on the demon-
stration by Hendrik Brouwer in 1643 that the Staten Land in the 
south of South America, which Tasman thought might be joined to 
his discovery, was in fact an island. Whoever decided or directed that 
the name Zeelandia Nova should replace Tasman's name Staete Landt 
it seems scarcely credible that if this were a sequel to Brouwer's 
circumnavigation of Staten Island the Blaeus would not have known 
of this, and while replacing Tasman's name Staete Landt with Zee-
landia Nova would not have taken cognizance of Brouwer's circum-
navigation by closing off the east end of Staten Island. 

Brouwer himself wrote an account of his voyage which was pub-
lished in 1646.18 In a Blaeu world map in their Grand Atlas, 1663-7, 
Staten Island is still not closed off on its east side, but that may 
have been because the Blaeus no longer regarded it as of any im-
portance as they would surely have known of Brouwer's circum-
navigation by that time. 

From a cartographer's point of view it might well have seemed 
preferable not to prejudge the question of whether Le Maire's and 
Tasman's Staten Lands were joined to each other by giving that name 
to both their discoveries. The changing of Tasman's name to Zee-
landia Nova would still have left the question open, since specific 
names for parts of great continents abound in maps. Furthermore 
Tasman's thought that his discovery might be joined to Le Maire's 
was a mere surmise. 

There is no evidence that the name Zeelandia Nova originated 
in Batavia. The charts of New Zealand in the signed copy of Tas-
man's journal and the Huydecoper copy (see footnote 13) have 
variants of Staten Land. 

Earlier in this article mention was made of the great importance 
attached to the large wall-map by the Dutch cartographers of the 
seventeenth century. In plates II, III and IV there is evidence of 
a revision of the copper plates of 1618. What are the possibilities 
that the copper plates were revised twice or even a number of times 
between 1618 and 1645? This was a period of twenty-seven years 

1 7 The rest of this article was prepared in consultation with Dr Andrew Sharp, 
to whom I express my thanks. 

1 8 H. Brouwer, Journael ende Historis Verhael van de Reyse gedaen by Oosten 
de Straet Le Maire, Amsterdam, 1646. 
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in the most brilliant period of Dutch cartography when rival 
cartographers were trying to outdo one another by showing new data 
to gain custom. It is obvious when comparing plate I with plate 
II that changes were made in the mapping of other areas of the 
world, especially North America. Is there any evidence in the New 
Zealand and Australian areas to suggest that there was a revision 
or revisions of the copper plates before those in the revised map 
and that impressions printed therefrom have since disappeared? 

That not all the additions to the revised map were inserted at 
the same time appears to be borne out by the relationship of the 
west side of Cape York Peninsula to the coastline west of it derived 
from Tasman's 1644 voyage. The north part of the west side of the 
peninsula in the revised map is placed in about 167° east of Teneriffe. 
In the 1630 Hondius map (referred to on page 162) and the Blaeu 
map (referred to in footnote 13) it is shown in about longitude 166° 
east of Teneriffe.19 But references to Tasman's 1644 voyage in a 
letter dated 29 November 1644 from the Council of India in Batavia 
to the Governor and Councillors in Banda show that Tasman's 
longitude for the north part of the west side of Cape York Peninsula 
was about 160°.20 It is evident that the chart of Tasman's voyage 
in 1644 is adapted in the revised map to fill in the gap between the 
longitudes of the west side of Cape York Peninsula according to these 
earlier maps and the west coast of Australia according to the map 
stemming from Hessel Gerritsz, as was done in the 'Eugene' map 
and other later maps.21 The longitude of the area under discussion 
can be seen in plate IV. 

It seems conclusive then that Blaeu, in one set of revisions before 
those in the revised map, made additions to the 1618 copper plate 
representation of the west side of Cape York Peninsula according 
to Carstensz's voyage before the chart of Tasman's 1644 voyage came 
into his hands. Since the longitude of the west side of Cape York 
Peninsula had the authority of Hondius and the Blaeu 1640 map 
Johan Blaeu adapted the Tasman segment to fit in with it. The west 
side of Cape York Peninsula and the west side of Australia had 
already been incorporated in the Blaeu 1640 map. If we have es-
tablished the fact that Blaeu did make a revision to the copper plates 
in the Australian area before the Tasman additions in the revised 
map, what is the possibility that another set of revisions was made 
before the date of the revised map? 

In a report to the Dutch East India Company's directors in the 
Netherlands dated 22 December 1643 the Council of India in Batavia 

19 In actual fact the longitude in the Hondius map is 176°, but this is east 
of the Azores which Hondius used as his zero meridian for this map. The differ-
ence of 10° between the zero meridian through the Azores and the zero meridian 
through the Peak of Teneriffe in the 1640 Blaeu map has been deducted to 
simplify the discussion. 

20 Quoted in Sharp, pp. 326-7. 
21 ibid., pp. 321, 326-7. 



N E W LIGHT ON M A P P I N G AND NAMING OF N E W ZEALAND 1 6 5 

stated that journals of the 1642-3 voyage by Tasman and the pilot-
major Visscher, in which the winds, courses, trends of lands, and 
appearance of the peoples encountered were drawn, accompanied 
the report. Since this was some five months after the return of the 
expedition to Batavia there would have been ample time for charts 
to have been prepared and sent forward. (It is possible that the 
signed copy of Tasman's journal in which the New Zealand chart 
showing no opening to the east in the Cook Strait area, which re-
sembles the representation of New Zealand in the revised map which 
we are considering, was the journal by Tasman referred to in the 
Council of India's report of 22 December). These data could have 
been in Johan Blaeu's hands some time before mid-1644, making it 
possible for him to revise the 1618 copper plates to show New Zea-
land with the name 'Zeelandia Nova', as well as Tasmania, southern 
Tonga and north-east Fiji as shown in charts in the signed copy of 
the journal and in the revised map, and print impressions in 1644. 

There does not therefore seem to be any reason why Zeelandia 
Nova could not have been used in one lot of revisions in the copper 
plates in 1644, and Hollandia Nova in a later lot of revisions after 
material from Tasman's 1644 voyage reached the Netherlands, the 
only element of analogy being the use of Latin capitals for Zeelandia 
Nova and Hollandia Nova, two putative large land areas. It will 
be seen that in plate II Latin capitals are used for North and South 
America. On the other hand in plate IV Tasmania, which could not 
have been a great region extending south, west or east except as part 
of the putative Australian continent, retains its name Ant van 
Diemens lant (Anthony van Diemens land), according to Tasman's 
naming of it. It would have been a comparatively straightforward 
matter to make alterations in the various copper plates used for the 
maps. 

An hypothesis that Blaeu may have added to the copper plates 
in 1644 Zeelandia Nova and other names from the 1642-3 voyage 
must remain no more than a hypothesis unless and until a copy of 
a print showing these additions but not the additions from the 1644 
voyage turns up. 

If Zeelandia Nova was not added to the copper plates in 1644 there 
is a strong presumption that it and the other additions from the 
1642-3 voyage were inserted when the chart of Tasman's 1644 voyage 
along the north coast of Australia was added. On 23 December 1644 
the Council of India sent a report to the directors in the Nether-
lands giving a brief account of die voyage of 1644 and saying that 
a map and journals of the voyage accompanied the report. These 
data would presumably have been available in the Netherlands in 
mid-1645. One would think that as soon as the chart of the 1644 
voyage reached him Johan Blaeu would be eager to add a repro-
duction of it to the copper plate or plates. It seems highly probable 
that this was done in 1645, or at the latest early in 1646. 
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Regarding the naming of the two countries much depends on one's 
opinion on the relationship of Hollandia Nova and Zeelandia Nova. 
It is not necessary to think that there was any suggestion in the 
application of Hollandia Nova to the putative Australian continent 
that Zeelandia Nova was devised on an analogy with Hollandia 
Nova. McCormick, as quoted at the beginning of this article, labels 
this explanation as conjectural. The name 'Zeelandia Nova' un-
doubtedly refers to the maritime province of Zeeland. In the Bona-
parte map,22 which is dated 1644 and contains material from Tas-
man's voyage of 1644 along the north coast of Australia, the west 
coast of Australia is named 'Compagnis Niev Nederland' (Company's 
New Netherlands). This name apparently originated in Batavia. The 
similarity of Hollandia Nova to Niev Nederland in the Bonaparte 
map meaning New Netherland seems clear.23 In the revised map 
the term 'Detecta 1644' meaning "Discovered 1644' close to the name 
Hollandia Nova gives strong grounds for thinking that it was indeed 
the completion of the oudine of the north coast by Tasman that 
occasioned the giving of the name Hollandia Nova. 

If on the other hand the name Zeelandia Nova was devised on 
the analogy of Hollandia Nova, this would imply that it was not 
until after the news of Tasman's discoveries on the north coast of 
the continent had reached the Dutch authorities that the name Zee-
landia Nova was given to Tasman's Staete Landt. 

The implications of a consideration of the revised map in relation 
to the 1618 map may be summarized as follows. It is highly improb-
able that the time-honoured explanation of the substitution of the 
name Zeelandia Nova for Tasman's name Staete Land as being due 
to Hendrik Brouwer's demonstration of the insularity of Staten Island 
in the south of South America has any foundation in fact. It is highly 
probable that the insertion of the Tasman data in the revised map 
had been completed by 1645 or at the latest early 1646. It is possible 
that the Tasman data in the revised map stemming from die 1642-3 
voyage, including the name Zeelandia Nova, were inserted in the 
1618 copper plates in 1644, and that prints were taken from them. 

The facts reviewed in this article may be considered to create a 
strong presumption that Johan Blaeu, head of the house of Blaeu, 
cartographer to the Dutch East India Company, played the main 
part in devising die name Zeelandia Nova, possibly in consultation 
with an official or officials of the Company. New Zealand as re-
ported by Tasman was a hostile country, had no obvious signs of 

2 2 Now in the Mitchell Library, Sydney. 
23 Even though at this period the two main maritime provinces were named 

Holland and Zeeland the term Holland was freely used to indicate the Nether-
lands. In the same way people from any part of the country were often referred 
to as "Hollanders'. 
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riches or wealth and was of little interest to the Dutch East India 
Company. However the manuscript charts from Tasman's voyages 
would have been a rich prize to a cartographer. 

No doubt part of the motive in selecting the name Zeelandia Nova 
was to compliment the province of Zeeland, which was the seat of 
the second most important chamber of the Dutch East India Com-
pany (after the Amsterdam Chamber).24 

24 K. Glamman, Dutch-Asiatic Trade 1620-1740, Copenhagen, 1958, p. 3. 
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