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This is only one of many speculations which arise from this excellent 
book, which will be required reading for students of New Zealand and 
Commonwealth history for many years to come. 

W. DAVID McINTYRE 

University of Canterbury 

Speeches and Documents on New Zealand History. Edited by W. David 
Mclntyre and W. J. Gardner. Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1971. xxix, 
489 pp. U.K. price: £6.00; paperback £2.25. 

THIS COLLECTION of documents meets a long-felt need. The only hesitation 
this reviewer feels about giving it unqualified approval is that a whole 
generation of New Zealand students of history will be brought up on 
Mclntyre and Gardner and that documents which are included will be 
reckoned as important historically and those which are not in it will not. 

In their preface the editors say that 'the volume leans, in the main, 
towards the history of structure. Thus material of a social, descriptive or 
quantitative nature is only slightly represented.' The question of what comes 
within these categories, however, is arguable and complete consistency is 
difficult. The religious element in the Otago and Canterbury schemes of 
colonization is mentioned in the documents; but, except for one passing 
remark of Fox, it disappears from view thereafter. Now one would not 
expect a section on Church and State in New Zealand. But nothing has 
contributed more to the 'national identity' which is stressed in the preface 
than the Education Act of 1877, which introduced a national system of 
free, compulsory and secular education. With many New Zealanders educa-
tion has almost taken the place of a religion and secular education, like 
so many other things, is taken for granted by the lazy-minded. There is 
no need to follow the system through all its ramifications, but the Act of 
1877, which established the basic principles, should find a place in the 
book. 

The editors have obviously tried to avoid the merely hackneyed docu-
ment where possible. It was a good idea to use the letter of 1835 rather 
than an extract from one of Wakefield's better-known works to illustrate 
his theory of colonization — that is, if he had a theory, a point on which 
some doubt has recently been expressed. The minute of James (not yet 
Sir James) Stephen on pp. 8-10 is another excellent choice, as is the extract 
describing the Nelson land lottery (pp. 21-3). Aucklanders will hardly 
approve of Fox's description of Auckland (pp. 35-6). But perhaps they 
may take consolation from the fact that a reader unfamiliar with New 
Zealand might suppose that Auckland is still the capital, for its choice is 
represented by a document, whilst the report of the Australian Commission 
which recommended Wellington in 1864 is not included. The gold rushes 
are represented by a map (which should perhaps include a Maniototo gold-
field) and an extract from the Goldfields Act of 1858. An extract illustrat-
ing the influx of miners from Australia would seem to deserve inclusion. 

The second section, 'Constitutions, Governments and Politics, 1840s to 
1870s', a well-chosen, representative selection, calls for little comment 
except the question, why not '1840 to 1876'? The next, on 'Racial Policies 
and Adjustments', contains some unfamiliar as well as familiar documents. 
The inclusion of Fenton's Utopian scheme of model farms and villages is 
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odd. There is more to be said for the unfamiliar information about the 
movement for a Maori Parliament in 1893-4. But it is curious that there 
is nothing about the Young Maori movement of the last decade of the 
nineteenth century and the first of the twentieth. Who contributed more to 
racial adjustment than this group of old Te Aute students? To mention 
the prophet Rua and omit Ngata, the most eloquent speaker in the New 
Zealand Parliament, is an extraordinary inversion of historical values. The 
principal criticism of the section 'Political Developments, 1870 to 1919' 
has been made in an earlier paragraph. This section and the next contain 
good material, though one might comment that the able but egotistical and 
pernickety Arthur Gordon was not a typical governor of a self-governing 
colony. 

So far this review has been concerned chiefly to direct attention to 
documents or aspects of the subject which might have been included or 
illustrated. But in the next section, 'Politics, 1919 to 1940', and in the last 
'Some Political Landmarks since 1940' the opposite criticism might be 
made. There is too much about political programmes. Is the speech of 
Coates, an unimpressive speaker though a very able executive, worth in-
cluding? The campaign documents which follow would suffice. Ward's 
speech is rightly included. The story that he meant, or was meant, to say 
seven millions and said seventy may be apocryphal, but there is clearly 
some room for doubting whether he kept to his brief. Maybe the speech 
won him the election — but do speeches or even party programmes win 
elections? In any case the Democratic Labour Party's programme of 1940 
did not even win a seat and John A. Lee's point of view is already well 
represented. It is curious to begin 'The Diplomacy of a Small State' with 
the Labour Manifesto of 1919. It was a long time before Labour was in a 
position to conduct diplomacy and when it was it sang a different tune. 
The 'misnamed League of Nations' which 'would seem to have been devised 
for the purpose mainly of protecting the trading interests of the Allied 
capitalists' in 1919 (p. 358) had, in the view of Peter Fraser, one of the 
signatories, by 1945 'one of the noblest conceptions in the history of man-
kind' (p. 380). The set of documents which conclude this section is not 
impressive. What it chiefly illustrates is how a small nation has to trim its 
sails to the breeze. But that is a lesson worth learning. We then come back 
to party programmes and the like. Is there much point in including the 
National programme of 1943? The party did not win an election until 1949 
and then perhaps rather because Labour had run out of ideas than because 
the National party had them. 

It would be churlish to end on a critical note. On the whole Professor 
Mclntyre and Mr Gardner have done a very good job. I do not know if 
they get royalties on this book, but they certainly deserve them. 

W. P. MORRELL 
University of Otago 

Industrial Conflict in Malaya. Prelude to the Communist Revolt of 1948. 
By M. R. Stenson. Oxford University Press, London, 1970. x, 271 pp. 
U.K. price: £2.50, N.Z. $6.90. 

ALTHOUGH a great deal has been written about what happened during the 
Malayan Emergency of 1948-1960, very little attention has been paid to 
why it took place. Debate on the causes of the rebellion has been devoted 


