
Australian Nationalism: 
Tasmanian Patriotism 

MANY scholars have sought the springs of Australian nationalism but 
their success to date has been only partial. One of the more stimulat-
ing explorers is Professor Russel Ward who suggested some years ago 
that while there were few signs of political nationalism before the 
Gold Rushes 'a surprisingly strong degree of Australian national 
feeling came into existence! socially before 1851'.1 By then the native-
born had emerged as a distinctive group whose attitudes, manners 
and articles of dress clearly distinguished them from recent British 
immigrants. Nationalist sentiment, Ward argues, developed first 
among emancipists and their Australian-born children who came 
quite early to believe the Colony was 'theirs by right' while middle-
class settlers, preserving closer ties with Britain, adapted more 
slowly to local conditions. Consequently early nationalist sentiment 
reflected the attitudes of the lower orders of colonial society and was 
anti-authoritarian, pro-emancipist, egalitarian and potentially repub-
lican. But the springs of nationalism were, in Ward's belief, geogra-
phically as well as socially localized. The Outback was the 'forcing 
ground for the growth of distinctive national habits and sentiments'.2 

Ward's attention is focussed almost exclusively on New South Wales. 
But what of the other parts of Australia? What, for instance, of 
Tasmania, the second oldest and until 1850 the second most important 
of the colonies? Had local traditions and loyalties emerged there by 
the 1850s? 

I 
In Tasmania as in New South Wales the native-born became pro-

gressively more important during the nineteenth century, represent-
ing 37% of the population in 1848 and 73% in 1881,3 and like their 

1 R. Ward, 'The Social Roots of Australian Nationalism', Australian Journal 
of Politics and History, I, 2 (May 1956), 179. 

2 R. Ward, The Australian Legend, Melbourne, 1958, p. 223. 
3 Calculated from census figures in Statistics of Tasmania, 1848-1881. Exact 

comparison with New South Wales is difficult but the proportion of native-born 
was probably lower in Tasmania in the 'forties and 'fifties but slightly higher 
by the 'eighties. This was a reflection of the almost complete absence of immi-
gration into Tasmania between 1860 and 1880. Tasmania s percentage of native-
born was considerably higher in the latter part of the century than the Austra-
lian average — 79% as compared to 68% in the 'nineties. See T. Coghlan, The 
Seven Colonies of Australia 1895-6, Sydney, 1896, pp. 50-51. 
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mainland counterparts they developed a sense of identity which 
manifested itself in numerous ways. Cricket matches of the 'forties 
and 'fifties, for instance, were often fought between teams of Tas-
manians and teams of Europeans.4 Native pride in sporting prowess 
was marked and Hobart's currency lads challenged all comers to 
rowing and sailing contests on the Derwent. One observer thought 
they were 'not to be surpassed, as oarsmen by any other people'.5 

Crews of visiting English whalers had 'no chance whatever with 
them' while picked men from American ships could 'do nothing with 
the native lads', they had 'such strength and stamina'.6 Like the 
'cabbage tree hat mob' in New South Wales, the Islanders developed 
distinctive articles of clothing and equipment. A Victorian squatter 
noted in the 1840s that there were two classes of shearers — the 
Derwenters and Sydneyites — distinguished both by shearing tech-
niques and mode of dress. The Sydneyites were characterized by 
quart pots and blanket swags, the Tasmanians by tall hats and 
kangaroo knapsacks or 'Derwent Drums'.7 

Numerous mid-century visitors attempted to delineate the native 
youth's distinctive qualities. Mrs Meredith contrasted Tasmania's 
stout, rosy children with the tall slender forms and thick white com-
plexions of New South Wales.8 Melville thought the rising generation 
'a very superior race' and found the males remarkably tall, well made, 
strong and intelligent, the females 'handsome and interesting'.9 The 
Irish exile John Mitchel corroborated these impressions and thought 
native manners affable, gently and kindly though he detected other 
less admirable traits. The local youth, he wrote, had 'the same languor 
that is said to characterize all the Creole races of America and the 
West Indies — that soft, luxurious, voluptuous languor which becomes 
girls rather than men'.10 He thought Tasmanians less excitable than 
any people he had ever seen before. — 'They love not walking', he 
observed, 'and are forever on horseback, they are incurious, impassive, 
quiescent — and what is singular, they can drink more strong liquor, 
without wild drunkenness and other evil effects upon health, than 
I could have conceived possible.'11 Mrs Meredith also complained 
of an 'apathetic want of observation',12 while the English politician 
Sir Charles Dilke thought the curse of the island was the 'indolence 
of its lotus eating population'.13 

Observers offered assorted explanations for what were considered 
to be peculiarly colonial characteristics. Some blamed convict parent-

4 See The Mercury, 10 December 1858; also H. Melville, History of Van 
Diemen's Land etc., London, 1935, p. 321. 

5 ibid., p. 320. 
e ibid. 
7 G. F. James, ed., A Homestead History, 2nd ed., Melbourne, 1949, p. 67. 
s L. Meredith, My Home in Tasmania, London, 1852, I, 21. 
» Melville, p. 293. 

10 T. Mitchel, Jail Journal, Dublin, n.d., p. 253. 
» ibid., p. 279. 
™ Meredith, II, 70. 
13 C. Dilke, Greater Britain, London, 1872. p. 358. 
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age, Dilke remarking darkly that the colony was not yet free from 
all traces of convict blood,'14 while later in the century Michael 
Davitt imputed the workers' subdued disposition to 'hereditary causes 
associated with the early history of the colony'.15 But geographical 
factors were also considered. John Mitchel thought the atmosphere 
significantly deficient in electricity,16 while Dilke remarked that 
Tasmanians shared the fate of 'all dwellers in climates cool but 
winterless'.17 The Government Statistician believed overcropping and 
depleted soils were producing a 'diminution of vigour in the human 
frame'.18 J J 

Local traditions emerged, too, as natives matured and long resi-
dence eased immigrant nostalgia. Edward Curr thought in 1824 that 
there was 'already a degree of nationality in Van Diemen's Land'. 
He observed how 'people began to talk of the good old times with 
which the old names are connected, and a Governor might as well 
abolish the English language by proclamation, as the names which 
are associated with former days. We still talk of the Fat Doe River, 
Gallow's Hill, Murderer's Plains and Hell's Corners. These names 
were principally bestowed on them by bushrangers and the hunters 
of the kangaroo . . . . '1 9 

The Hobart Regatta held annually from 1838 to mark Tasman's 
discovery of the island became a focal point for local patriotism. 
Governor and Lady Denison noted its significance but were surprised 
when new cathedral bells were rung on Regatta Day 1 December 
1847. Lady Denison thought the colonists 'should have reserved this 
honour for Christmas Day; but it seems that this, the birthday, as 
one might call it of the Island into the civilized world, is the great 
day of the year here.'20 

The struggle to end transportation forced the growth of local 
loyalties. In his recent study of Hobart society between 1855 and 
1895 P. Bolger observed: 

One of the side effects of the agitation against British transportation and 
arbitrary government had been that it increased the stake that colonists 
felt in their new land. The independent colony of 1856 became the future 
and the hope for most of its inhabitants. A majority of settlers began 
to think of Van Diemen's Land society as their world, their responsibility, 
their chance of life happiness, rather than an island which they farmed 
or in which they made money.2i 

i* ibid., p. 358. 
15 M. Davitt, Life and Progress in Australia, London, 1898, p. 325. 
is Mitchel, pp. 278-9. 
i" Dilke, p. 358. 
18 Statistics of Tasmania, 1866, p. xxvi. 
1!l E. Curr, An Account of the Colony of Van Diemen's Land etc. London, 

1824, p. 19. 
20 W. Denison. Varieties of Vice-Regal Life, London, 1870, p. 65. 

P. Bolger. 'Hobart Town Society, 1855-1895', Ph.D. thesis. A.N.U., 1968. 
While it is true that the movement initiated significant intercolonial co-opera-
tion, the emphasis in Tasmania itself was on the future and well-being of the 
island rather than of Australia as a whole. 
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The Anti-transportation League appealed to nativist sentiment and 
sought justification in the name of the Tasmanian-born children — 
transportation should cease 'that our children may be virtuous and 
their country free'.2-' The 'parents of 20,000 children' petitioned the 
Imperial Government23 and infants to the 'number of several hund-
reds marched in the train' of the popular League candidate Richard 
Dry during the 1852 Legislative Council election campaign.24 West 
claimed that during the election 'the native youth for the first time 
bore an active share in this last attempt to secure the liberties of 
their country, and in a public assembly, to petition for its success, 
displayed both moderation and ability — highly creditable consider-
ing the disadvantages under which they had laboured.'25 He was a 
partisan and undoubtedly many natives either opposed or were in-
different to the crusade against transportation. But the League 
apparently did have a substantial following among young Tasmanians 
who were prominent in the celebrations of August 1853 which marked 
the cessation of transportation. Launceston's natives marched in pro-
cession through streets garlanded with indigenous shrubs and 
banquetted in the evening while tar barrels blazed and rockets spilt 
colour in the sky;26 seventy miles away at Forth their contemporaries 
marched with League banner aloft around the unmade streets of 
their straggling bush settlement.27 But how did this island patriotism 
differ from the emerging radical nationalism of New South Wales? 

I l l 

In Tasmania middle class settlers and not emancipists felt the 
Colony was 'theirs by right'.28 They pre-empted the incipient patriot-
ism and stamped it with their values and outlook. Their anti-convict 
prejudice was manifest in the literature and rhetoric of the Anti-
transportation League. West ruefully admitted that the 'many offen-
sive metaphors and epithets dropped in the warmth of speaking' 
annoyed and distressed 'respectable expirees' who were 'disposed to 
murmur at arguments which seemed to glance at themselves'.29 

League literature depicted convicts as men who were both 'originally 
depraved' and who had also 'dwelt in exclusively convict society', 
where every prevailing sympathy had been 'tainted with habits of 

22 J. West, History of Tasmania, Launceston, 1852, I, 291. 
ibid., p. 296. 

24 ibid., p. 315. 
25 ibid. 
26 Launceston Examiner, 13 August 1853. 
27 ibid. 
28 See H. Reynolds 'That Hated Stain: the Aftermath of Transportation in 

Australia', Historical Studies, XIV, 53 (October 1969), 19-31; also O. M. Roe, 
Quest for Authority in Eastern Australia 1835-1851, Melbourne, 1965, p. 99. 
However, there was an occasional expression among emancipists of sentiments 
similar to those described by Ward. See O. M. Roe. 'The Establishment of Local 
Self-Government in Hobart and Launceston', Tasmanian Historical Research 
Association Papers 6- Proceedings, XIV, 1 (December 1966), 32-34. 

-"» West, I, 297. 



22 HENRY REYNOLDS 

crime'.30 To West the politically conscious ex-convicts appeared as 
members of 'a caste embittered by ignorance and revenge'.31 Eman-
cipist paupers were widely scorned as an undesirable and worthless 
class and the colonial government voted money to ship them back to 
England although Imperial authorities predictably vetoed the pro-
posal.32 The Launceston Examiner insisted that the Government 
should 'have emptied Port Arthur on the shores of England' but 
lamented that no Ministry had the courage to rid the Colony of an 
'intolerable evil'.33 As late as 1891 the Tasmanian Official Record 
referred to the paupers as men of 'foreign importation' who belonged 
to the 'old foreign element'.34 

Many free settlers contrasted the Island's scenic beauty with the 
degradation of the convict system. A prominent opponent of trans-
portation wrote: 

I have always thought that of all the British colonies, the beautiful island 
of Van Diemen's Land is the last which ought to have been subjected to 
(his cruel degradation: from its climate, its scenery, and its whole physical 
character, it is calculated more than any other to maintain in all its vigour 
the character of the race from which we are descended — it is one of the 
lands of the mountain and the flood, which have ever been distinguished 
for their love of independence, their hatred of tyranny, and their efforts 
in the c a u s e o f f r e e d o m . 3 5 

John Mitchel saw the contrast even more starkly. He was deeply 
attracted by the lakes of the Central Plateau. 'Why should not Lake 
Sorel also be famous', he mused, 'where gleams and ripples purer, 
glassier water, mirroring a brighter sky?'36 But his thoughts returned 
to the convict system: 

One charm of the lake country is its elevation; high above all the odious 
stations, and townships, and the whole world of convictism and scoundrel-
dom, we find ourselves, as we float on these aerial waters amongst the 
very mountain peaks, two thousand feet nearer the stars than the mob of 
gaolers and prisoners that welter and wither below. So we are among 
them, but not of them. We are in a higher atmospheric stratum, and the 
air we breathe, untainted by lungs of lags, is wafted to us from the wine 
dark Indian Ocean, or the perfumed coral isles of the sun bright Pacific.3" 

Though an unwilling colonist Mitchel expressed both the free 
settlers' distaste for the convict system and their growing apprecia-
tion of island scenery. 

so ibid., 299. 
ibid., 297. 

32 House of Assembly Journals, 1859, paper 45; 1861, paper 4. Such views 
were relatively common at the time. See P. Bolger, pp. 111-12. 

33 Launceston Examiner, 9 July 1859. 
34 R. M. Johnston, Tasmanian Official Record, 1891, Hobart, 1891, p. 391. 
35 Dr. later Sir. Robert Officer in Melville, p. 124. 
3« Mitchel, p. 275. 
37 ibid, pp. 276-7. 
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Allusions to landscape coloured the political rhetoric of the 'fifties. 
A League speaker remarked on the eve of the 1852 election: 

The first earnest of your privileges must be the utter extinction of slavery 
in this your adopted land. By your most cherished associations — . . . by 
the light of that freedom, your common inheritance . . . which has gilt 
your mountains and gladdened your valleys — by the spirit of emanci-
pation, and which at this very moment is beating in unison in strong 
pulsations through every artery of the island, until I can almost fancy 
that Nature herself heaves and sympathises with the universal emotion, 
— I call on you . . . to do your duty towards your own — your adopted 
land.38 

Similar sentiments were expressed in the League's songs. Two 
examples from 1853 will suffice: 

Our fervent prayer is heard at last 
And wafted o'er the sea 
Comes the word that England's Queen 
Declares Tasmania free 
A Penal name is ours no more, no convict ship, no chain 
We're free and countless numbers swell 
And echo that glad strain 
Sons of the soil together join 
United heart and hand 
The dark night's past and glorious day 
Dawn's o'er our native land.39 

Sing! for the hour is come! 
Sing! for our happy home, 
Our land is free! 
Broken Tasmania's chain 
Wash'd out the hated stain 
Ended the strife and pain 
Blest Jubilee 

Sons of Tasmania sing 
Daughters sweet garlands bring 
All joyful be 
Raise, raise your banner high, 
Stars of the southern sky! 
Banner of Victory 
Cross of the free.40 

Aesthetic appreciation of landscape played an important part in 
the evolution of island patriotism. Colonists responded to their new 
environment from the earliest years of settlement, the lightly wooded 

38 West, I, 316. 
39 Launceston Examiner, 13 August 1853. 
*o ibid. 
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Midlands evoking memories of landscaped parks and gardens. The 
plains of Jericho were 'more like a gentleman's park in England laid 
out with taste than land in its natural state';41 the land around Ross 
was 'moderately wooded by small clumps of trees, as if planted by 
the hand of man to ornament an estate';42 in the Fingal Valley one 
could drive a carriage 'as easily as in a gentleman's park in Eng-
land'.43 Imported flora and fauna throve in the cool island climate 
and Englishness grew with settlement. A generation of nostalgic 
colonists impressed an old world image on parts of Tasmania which 
they retain to this day. The weather was homely, too. Mrs Meredith 
found that after two years in New South Wales the 'cool moist green-
ness everywhere was most refreshing and cheering'.44 It was, she 
wrote, 'like being on the right side of the earth again'.45 Thus 
appreciation and acceptance of the new land was hastened because 
it evoked memories of the old. Settlers developed dual loyalties and 
attachment to Tasmania did not imply rejection of Britain. Though 
local and Imperial interests clashed over transportation loyalty to 
the Motherland was unshaken. Anglo-Tasmanian attitudes were aptly 
illustrated by the settler who remarked: 

Although to me it is but the land of my adoption, and there is another 
land to which I must while life lasts, look back with feelings of fond 
affection, I have yet experienced the power Van Diemen's Land possesses 
to create attachment to its soil. I have made more than one vain endeavour 
to leave it for another sphere of action: but when I was traversing the 
fertile plains of Australia, I was continually thinking of the hills and valleys 
I had left behind.46 

But Tasmania was more than a replica of England. It was 'one 
of the lands of the mountain and the flood'47 which appealed to the 
romantic as well as the homesick. Hence mountains loom large in 
nineteenth centurv descriptive accounts. Dixon was awed by the high-
lands which girdled every horizon. 'The surface heaves up into 
irregular ranges of mountain scenery, crowded over, and intersected 
in all fashions and directions. We never see one mountain alone, but 
where one is, there are chains of others, running up, round and about, 
in open wildness and disorder — towering here, and sinking there, 
in bewildering and striking confusion.'48 Widowson found that the 
view from Spring Hill on the main road excited the 'sublimest feeling 

41 R. W. Giblin, The Early History of Tasmania, London, 1938, II, 306. 
4- II. Widowson, Present State of Van Diemen's I,and, London, 1829, p. 115. 
43 B. Smith, Australian Painting, Melbourne, 1962, p. 198. 
41 Meredith, p. 121. 
« ibid., p. 126. 
*r' Melville, p. 124. 
« ibid. 
48 J. Dixon, The Conditions and Capabilities of Van Diemen's Land, London. 

1839, p. 18. 
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in the breast of the traveller'.49 Lost for a night in the Jordan Valley 
he was amply compensated by the scenery. 'The river Jordan finds 
its way through the immense ravines of rocks and mountains, among 
which I was once for some time enlabyrinthed; but the pleasure I 
derived in surveying the immense precipices . . . . amply compensated 
me for the fears I at first entertained of being out all night in a 
country surrounded by natives.'50 The arch-romantic Mrs Meredith 
was similarly affected by her first sight of Ben Lomond 'on looking 
again to the right I involuntarily uttered a cry of astonishment and 
delight — beyond a sort of promontory in which one hilly range 
abruptly ended, had arisen, as if by enchantment . . . . a distant 
lofty expanse of crag, a battlement, and peak, all white and dazzling 
as the silvery snow amidst which the steep sides of some mighty 
buttress like rocks showed black as jet.'51 

Rivers and lakes earned admiration too. The Derwent was an early 
favourite. 'I saw the Derwent', wrote one settler, 'in all its calm, quiet, 
sunny beauty: let me wander where I may, no spot on earth can 
unite more of loveliness and grandeur than its banks . . . .'s 2 A second 
contrasted the 'scorching winds and dull water-courses'53 of the other 
colonies with Tasmania's refreshing breezes and sparkling waters. 
While on the mainland he confided, 'The Derwent was continually 
in my thoughts, and I had no peace until I again planted my steps 
on its banks.'54 

This tradition of aesthetic appreciation of island landscape was 
manifested in the work of the native-born painter W. C. Piguenet 
who, throughout his career, was fascinated by the western highlands 
and the lofty and rugged mountain ranges, deep ravines, great valleys 
— more or less precipitous and covered for the greater part with 
dense forests — almost impenetrable scrub and rapid rivers liable to 
frequent and sudden flood.'55 His love of alpine Tasmania was echoed 
in the work of early landscape photographers and the activities of 
several generations of bush walkers and conservationists.56 In a recent 
thesis on conservation in Tasmania P. J. Shackel has commented: 'In 
Tasmania the unspoilt highlands have stimulated men to the most 
extravagant statements as to the almost spiritual quality of the peaks, 
tarns, moors and forests. Again and again in the press and in the 
magazines of the walking clubs, writers launched into extravagant 
descriptive passages in an attempt to capture the feelings aroused by 
some particular scene.'57 

Widowson, p. 108. 
so ibid., p. 97. 

L. Meredith, II, 102-3. 
?i2 P. L. Brown, ed., Clyde Company Papers. II, London, 1956, 140. 
•r>3 R. Officer in Melville, p. 124. 
r'4 ibid. 
85 W. C. Pisruenet. The Mercury, 24 September 1887. 
r,B T am indebted here to ideas suggested in P. J. Shackel, 'Conservation . . .'. 

B.A. Hons, thesis, University of Tasmania, 1968. 
f'7 ibid., p. 2. 
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IV 
The current of island patriotism ran strongly in the 'fifties and 

'sixties,58 although this period saw the growing commercial domin-
ance of Melbourne. But while economic factors threatened Tasmanian 
autonomy there were social and political developments which re-
emphasized the community's isolation. The aftermath of transporta-
tion distinguished island society for many years after 18535 9 and 
conservative politicians were apprehensive of manhood suffrage and 
other mainland innovations. While brash Victorians talked of the 
future, Tasmanians nurtured memories of a more prosperous past. In 
the 'sixties Martineau found elderly ladies lamenting the gaiety of 
the old days and merchants the time when 'Hobart Town promised 
to be the emporium if not the metropolis of Australia'.60 A few years 
later Trollope remarked: 'It seems hard to say of a new colony, not 
yet seventy years old, that it has seen the best of its days . . . . that 
its short period of importance in the world is already gone, and that 
in the future it must exist . . . not exactly on the memory of the past, 
but on the relics which the past has left behind.'61 Thus sensitive 
local pride ran parallel with and was even provoked by the Colony's 
growing economic and cultural dependence on the larger mainland 
colonies. Several developments illustrate this dualism. 

The nationalist slogan 'Australia for the Australians', for instance, 
underwent a sea change when it crossed Bass Strait in the 'eighties 
and re-emerged as 'Tasmania for the Tasmanians', the motto of the 
interesting but ephemeral Tasmanian Natives Association founded in 
1885 by a group of prominent Launceston business and professional 
men. Dedicated to the cause of the native youth it advocated more 
favourable conditions for their employment and settlement on the 
land. Though clearly modelled on the older and more important 
Australian Natives Association of Victoria the society maintained its 
independence. A delegate from the A.N.A. addressed the second 
meeting and 'a great deal of discussion ensued as to whether it was 
desirable to co-operate with the A.N.A. but it was decided to make 
it purely Tasmanian . . . , '62 Similar sentiments were voiced by less 
eminent social figures in Hobart where union leaders were also de-
manding land for the native born. At a public meeting in 1888 a 
working class orator opposed assisted immigration and urged: 'let 

BH Bolger, p. 431. He suggests that Tasmanian patriotism reached its zenith 
in the 'sixties and 'seventies but later merged with a broader Australian 
nationalism. This view was also advanced by the Canadian scholar K. A. McKirdy 
who argued that between 1856 and 1890 'a way of life developed in the 
island . . . . which had a flavour distinct from that of the mainland.' See 
'Adjustment Problems in Nation Building: Tasmania and the Canadian Maritime 
Provinces', paper delivered to section E, 29th ANZAAS Congress, Sydney, 1952. 
Quoted in P. Bolger, p. xix. 

S!l See Reynolds, 'That Hated Stain': also Bolger, p. 432. 
60 J. Martineau, Letters from Australia, London. 1868, p. 62. 
61 A. Trollope, Australia, University of Queensland Press edition, 1967, p. 487. 
62 Daily Telegraph, 30 luly 1885. However, a branch of the A.N.A. was 

founded later. See The Mercury, 26, 27 January 1895. 
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the population of Tasmania be a youthful one and not the refuse 
. . . of soul crushed Europe. Let us try and keep in our midst men 
who refuse to live under a condition of life which means decline in 
physical, moral and intellectual energy, like the condition of the mass 
in Europe.'63 The sentiments were common to radicals all over Aus-
tralia but the peroration was distinctive. 'Let us', he declaimed, "have 
Tasmania for the Tasmanians.'64 

The federal movement attracted a considerable following in the 
'nineties and the Colony voted overwhelmingly in favour of union 
in 1898 although there was significant regional variation.65 But the 
upsurge of a specifically Australian nationalism followed rather than 
preceded the achievement of federation.66 Reviewing the history of 
the federal cause in 1913 Sir Herbert Nichols observed that before 
1901 Tasmanians 'looked upon themselves as almost alien to the 
"other-siders" as they called all Australians . . ,',67 but that the 
'realization of their oneness with their brethren all over the continent 
across Bass Strait has given Tasmanians an outlook so broad and 
tolerant as to frequently cause astonishment amongst new arrivals. 
The phrase "othersiders" has disappeared (and) the past is no longer 
lamented . . . .'6S But many people probably accepted federation 
because of the benefits it offered Tasmania and their assessment of 
island interests merged with their hopes for the emerging nation. The 
prominent Hobart Quaker J. B. Walker noted in his diary on the eve 
of the 1898 referendum that although many people realized the 
Federation was in 'many respects a leap in the dark, thoughtful men 
looked at the other alternative — what would be Tasmania's position 
if she was left alone outside the Federation with United Australia 
bonded against her'.69 Walker epitomized the islander's dual loyalties 
in a letter written during 1890 to his sister who had been patronized 
as a colonial while visiting England. 'I am glad', he remarked, that 
'you stood up for your country and declared yourself an Australian 
— Don't let the haughty English — or German — lord it over a free 
born Tasmanian.'70 

63 Tasmanian Netvs, 20 October 1885. 
«4 ibid. 
u5 The 'yes' v o t e ranged from 96% of those cast in the mining towns on the 

West Coast to 60% in Hobart and suburbs and under 50% in some southern 
farming districts. 

68 N. D. McLachlan has suggested that this pattern was Australia-wide: 
'Nationalism got an immense fillip from federation — so much so that one is 
tempted to suggest that Australian nationalism . . . . was created by federation 
rather than the other way around.' Meanjin, No. 3 (1968), 303. 

67 H. Nichols 'The Struggle in Tasmania' in B. R. Wise, The Making of the 
Australian Commonwealth, London, 1913, p. 351. 

6» ibid. 
69 J. B. Walker Diary, 2 June 1898, in Report on the Historical Manuscripts 

of Tasmania, no. 5, Hobart, 1960, p. 61. 
70 Letter from J. B. Walker to Mary Walker, 14 December 1890, quoted in 

P. Bolger, p. 436. 
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V 
Tasmanian history then lends support to the view that at least two 

strands of national sentiment were emerging in the Australian colonies 
during the middle decades of the nineteenth century.71 One sprang 
from the emancipists and their native-born children and was radical, 
egalitarian and anti-authoritarian in emphasis. While occasionally 
manifested among Tasmanian emancipists, it was more common in 
New South Wales. It found mature expression in the literature and 
radical political movements of the 'eighties and 'nineties. The second 
strand, emerging from educated middle-class settlers, was moderate, 
nativist and pro-Imperial in character. It developed independently 
in both New South Wales and Tasmania but was probably a more 
significant force in the smaller community. Similar attitudes were to 
flourish later in all colonies and help to shape the outlook of those 
bourgeois politicians who dominated Australian politics until the 
opening years of the twentieth century. But island experience may 
also tell us something of the role of regionalism in Australian develop-
ment and of its influence on the growth of a more comprehensive 
national sentiment. 

Although inter-colonial migration was a significant feature of 
nineteenth century Australia, stay-at-homes were more common than 
itinerants. Martineau was probably exaggerating only slightly when 
he remarked apropos Tasmania of the 1860s that 'very many persons 
have not once left the island since they came to settle in it, or were 
born in it'.72 Most immigrants came to terms with their adopted land 
and most natives grew to maturity in specific parts of the continent. 
Tasmanian settlers and outback nomads were among the first to 
adjust to their novel surroundings but their experience was not 
unique; it merely adumbrated the independent adaptation of new 
settlers to a wide variety of environments. All over Australia people 
developed local loyalties and pursued regional economic and political 
objectives. While discussing 'Clarence River Separatism in I860', C. 
D. Rowley observed that the most striking feature of the movement 
was 'a definite regional patriotism, suggestive of local traditions con-
ducive to separatist attitudes'.73 In his study of North Queensland 

71 This view was advanced by C. Blackton in 'Australian Nationality and 
Nationalism', Historical Studies, IX, 36 (May 1961), 351-67. Although it is 
'already fairly well established' (see McLachlan, p. 303) it is still possible to 
write of Australian nationalism as a purely radical phenomenon. See, in particular, 
R. N. Rosecrance 'The Radical Culture of Australia', in L. Hartz, The Founding 
of New Societies, New York, 1964, pp. 275-319. This article provides a good 
example of those writers who have adopted ideas from The Australian Legend 
while overlooking the qualifications macle by Ward. See, for instance, page 57 
where Ward remarks: 'In a comprehensive study of the growth of Australian 
national sentiment, the tendencies represented by such middle class people as 
Wentworth, Lang and Harpur would have an important place, but they have 
not much bearing on the unselfconscious but deeply felt outlook of the common 
folk which is our proper concern' (my italics). 

72 Martineau, p. 74. 
73 C. D. Rowley, 'Clarence River Separatism in 1860; a Problem of Com-

munications,' Historical Studies, Australia and New Zealand, I, 4 (October 1941), 
225-44. 
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G. C. Bolton has delineated a 'strong spirit of communal identifica-
tion', a belief in qualities 'which in some way distinguished' northern-
ers from the 'city dominated Southerner . . . , '74 G. R. Quaife has 
argued recently that in the three decades after 1856 Australian 
political development must be 'primarily explained in terms of 
localism', in the 'conflict of localities in the scramble for roads, rail-
ways and bridges'.75 But regional loyalties did not live by roads alone 
and many people developed strong emotional attachments to their 
own district, to what Judith Wright has called their 'blood's 
country'.76 Her poetry provides a notable latter-day example of such 
a relationship to a specific part of Australia, in this case New England, 

— that tableland, high delicate outline of 
bony slopes wincing under the winter 
low trees blue leaved and olive; outcropping granite — 
clean, lean hungry country.77 

Regionalism was probably an inevitable concomitant of Australian 
settlement and the ubiquitous tyranny of distance. Strong local 
loyalties flourished in New England,78 North Queensland,79 the 
Riverina80 and elsewhere, but in Tasmania as in Western Australia 
regional sentiment coincided with the realities of political power. The 
Island was self-governing for half a century before becoming a state 
of the federation, a status denied New England and North Queens-
land separatist movements notwithstanding. Professor Douglas Pike 
argued some years ago that 

the word Australia has been little more than a geographical label for 
most of its history. No nation existed because its separate parts took 
jealous pride in their local distinctions. Each state had its peculiar origins. 
In isolation each evolved its own economy, government and provincial 
loyalties. In time the sharp edge of regional rivalry was blunted by inter-
colonial migration, federation and less frustrating links, but we are not 
yet three decades from serious bids for secession, and the clamour for new 
states is still with us. The case for regionalism is strong and hard to 
exaggerate . . . .81 

74 G. C. Bolton, A Thousand Miles Away, Brisbane, 1963, p. 331; see also 
pp. 177 and 159. 

75 G. R. Quaife, 'Make Us Roads No Matter How: A Note On Colonial 
Polities', Australian Journal of Politics and History, XV, 1 (April 1969), p. 48. 
The patchwork of local interests is of course a most complex one. There was 
often strong intra-regional competition between for instance Hobart-Launceston 
and the North-West in Tasmania,' and Bowen — Mackay — Townsville — 
Cairns in North Queensland. 

76 J. Wright, Selected Poems, Sydney, 1963, p. 60. 
77 ibid. 
78 See R. B. Walker, Old New England, Sydney, 1966. 
79 See Bolton op. cit. Also R. G. Neale, 'The New State Movement in Queens-

land', Historical Studies of Australia and New Zealand, IV, 15 (November 
1950), pp. 198-213. 

G. L. Buxton, The Riverina: 1861-1891, Melbourne, 1967. 
81 D. Pike, 'The Smallholder and the Australian Tradition', Tasmanian 

Historical Research Association Papers and Proceedings, X, 2 (December 1962), 
28. 
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In many parts of Australia regional loyalties pre-dated the emer-
gence of nationalism. But how were the two related? It has often 
been assumed that regionalism was inimical to national sentiment 
and that federation witnessed the triumph of nationalism over the 
parochialism endemic to many areas of the continent. C. M. H. Clark 
for instance has argued that federal union was delayed by the lack 
of mental horizons 'wider than the provincial and the petty',82 while 
Pike has referred to a parochial tradition that could not easily be 
'woven into a national fabric' however 'abhorrent to nationalists.'83 

But were regionalism and nationalism necessarily antithetical? Com-
munities with strong local loyalties like Tasmania and North Queens-
land have not been less nationalistic than other parts of the Common-
wealth.84 Is it possible that parochial traditions actually fostered the 
growth of nationalism, that after federation national feeling grew 
rapidly from the pre-existing foundation of colonial and regional 
loyalties? Such a view was suggested some years ago by C. S. Black-
ton who argued: 'In the long run, however, regionalism itself became 
a process of naturalization, a stage in the formation of nationality. 
The colonies provided foci for native patriotism and self-interest. 
These local loyalties, which began the transformation of European 
into Australian, were later in the century transferred in part to con-
tinental Australia.' This generalization might help explain the con-
temporaneous and relatively even growth of national sentiment in 
centres widely scattered across the continent and may in the long 
run prove an essential complement to interpretations which assume 
an outward expansion of national values from one or two focal points. 

HENRY REYNOLDS 
James Cook University of North Queensland 

82 C. M. H. Clark, A Short History of Australia, Sydney, 1965, p. 171. 
83 Pike, p. 28. 
84 Is Western Australia an exception to this generalization? See K. A. McKirdy, 

'Conflict of Loyalties: The Problem of Assimilating the Far Wests into the 
Canadian and Australian Federation', Canadian Historical Review, XXXII (1951), 
337-55. 

85 C. S. Blackton. 'The Dawn of Australian National Feeling', Pacific 
Historical Review, XXIV, 1 (February 1955), 130. A similar interpretation was 
hinted at by R. A. Gollan in 'Nationalism, The Labour Movement and the Com-
monwealth 1880-1900' in G. Greenwood, ed., Australia: A Social and Political 
History, Sydney, 1965, p. 181. He remarked of Australia in the 'sixties and 
'seventies that 'the people had to become more fully Victorians, South Australians 
and New South Welshmen, to confirm their local loyalties and local interests' 
before federation could be achieved or mature nationalism flourish. 


