
Some Australasian Aspects of 
New Zealand Life, 1890-1913 

NEW ZEALAND entered the 1890s with several vaguely defined world 
views, none of which seemed to have a clear and obvious claim on 
her future. The public discussion arising from her involvement in 
the Australasian Federal Conference of 1890, and the Federal Con-
vention of 1891, only served to show how undecided public opinion 
was as to the country's future position in the world. While some 
could visualise a future nation of New Zealanders, others doubted 
the possibility of such a development. The only links which commonly 
involved any depth of emotion seem to have been the parochial 
attachment to a local district, and the continuing affection for the 
distant homeland. A return to the provincial system, and the long-
term possibility of imperial federation, were therefore among the 
elements in a fluid climate of opinion. To the vague possibilities of 
imperial and Australasian federation, must be added the further 
option of a Pacific Island federation centred on New Zealand, as 
already advocated by Sir George Grey and Sir Julius Vogel. 

The purpose of this article is to consider some aspects of the 
Australasian element in this New Zealand climate of opinion, and to 
examine some of the ways in which Australasian connections and 
sentiments affected New Zealand life. Although federation with 
Australia did not become a practical possibility, it will be seen that 
the Australasian elements in New Zealand life are important to an 
understanding of the period. For the sake of brevity, specifically 
political relations, and the fortunes of the federation issue, will be 
excluded from this account. 

New Zealand of the 1890s belonged to the world of the seven 
colonies of Australasia. The third in order of size, she could treat on 
terms of equality with any of them. While, in many matters, she 
could enjoy the advantages of autonomy without any of the difficul-
ties which artificial boundaries brought to the mainland colonies, she 
could, when it was desirable, appropriate the benefits of the loose 
association that had grown up among the colonies. Particularly in 
facing the outside world, this position in a family of colonies provided 
a useful practical and psychological compensation for New Zealand's 
smallness and her isolation on the far edge of the world. She could 
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also feel that her local affairs gained an enhanced dignity from their 
Australasian context. During the 'nineties she was conscious of con-
tributing more than her share to a valuable common stock of social 
and political experience. The reorganising of the seven colonies into 
the new world of the Dominion and the Commonwealth was not of 
her seeking. Most New Zealanders of the turn of the century would 
probably have much preferred to let the old order drift on, with an 
eventual Australasian nationality still an open possibility. 

The crucial question for an Australasian nationhood was whether 
a community of feeling and interest sufficiently strong to bridge the 
Tasman could be built up. To bind New Zealand firmly within the 
bonds of such a hypothetical nation an effective closeness of contact 
extending to a number of major aspects of community life would 
have been necessary. Social, cultural and religious groups would have 
had to create vigorous Australasian institutions, with New Zealand 
willingly accepting a provincial status, and looking to the great 
mainland cities as the centres of national life and thought. Differences 
of scenery, climate, social structure, predominant occupations, history 
and tradition would have had to be reconciled through a pooling 
of experience by means of direct contacts or by vicarious experience 
in the arts and journalism. When we examine colonial life in the 
'nineties we find that at least in a measure, forces were at work to 
create the kinds of links needed. Statistics, for example, show that 
the Tasman can be exaggerated as a barrier between the two com-
munities. 

T A B L E I 

V O L U M E OF PASSENGER TRAFFIC B E T W E E N AUSTRALIA 
A N D N E W Z E A L A N D , 1876-19141 

Period 
Average 

N.Z. 
Population 

Av. no. of 
Arrivals 

from 
Australia 

Av. no. of 
Departures 

to 
Australia 

Av. Arri-
vals per 

1000 N.Z. 
Population 

Av. De-
partures 

per 
1000 N.Z. 
Population 

1876-80 437,716 5,623 4,835 12-8 1 1 0 
1881-85 539,794 7,515 7,552 13-9 1 4 0 
1886-90 608,337 9,541 13,388 15-7 22-0 
1891-95 668,318 17,607 15,565 26-4 23-3 
1896-1900 742,293 14,797 13,339 19-9 1 8 0 
1901-05 833,618 23,916 16,907 28-7 20-2 
1906-10 956,891 27,487 26,027 28-7 27-2 
1911-14 1,064,672 27,040 28,178 25-4 26-5 

Table I gives an account of the average volume of passenger traffic 
between Australia and New Zealand. By relating the figures to the 

i Data drawn from Statistics of New Zealand, 1915, pp. 31-2. 
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population of New Zealand, some idea is given of the amount of 
personal contact New Zealanders had with Australians. A steadily 
increasing contact between the two communities is indicated, with 
an aberration in the unusually high figure for the 1891-95 period. 
In general the amount of contact between the two communities had 
doubled over a period of thirty-five years. However, the table gives 
no indication as to whether this passenger traffic resulted in any per-
manent transfer of native-born settlers from one side of the Tasman 
to the other. 

TABLE II 

INCREASE O R DECREASE IN NUMBERS O F AUSTRALIAN-
BORN IN T H E POPULATION OF N E W Z E A L A N D , 1874-19112 

Period Numerical 
Increase 

Total (end of 
Period) 

1874-78 2,490 16,091 
1878-81 1,186 17,277 
1881-86 - 3 2 17,245 
1886-91 -1 ,302 15,943 
1891-96 5,688 21,631 
1896-1901 5,360 26,991 
1901-06 20,265 47,256 
1906-11 3,437 50,693 

TABLE III 

P E R C E N T A G E OF AUSTRALIAN-BORN A M O N G SURVIVING 
I M M I G R A N T S T O N E W Z E A L A N D — 1921 CENSUS 3 

Time of 
Immigration 

No. of Immigrants 
classified* 

Percentage of 
Australian-born 

Before 1872 31,231 13-5 
1872-81 54,849 5 -3 
1882-91 29,901 7 - 2 
1892-1901 27,322 31-4 
1902-11 77,427 22-6 
1912-21 81,030 13-2 

* Approximately 3.5% of surviving immigrants could not be classified. See 
footnote 3. 

2 Figures from New Zealand Official Yearbook, 1897, p. 104; 1914, p. 117. 
Adapted from A. H. Clark, The Invasion of New Zealand by People, Plants 

and Animals, New Brunswick, 1949, p. 150. The 1921 New Zealand Census 
General Report gives figures which permit a two-way breakdown, showing time 
of arrival and area of origin for 301,760 persons out of a total of 312,630 of 
non-local birth. 
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Tables II and III show that in the 1890s and 1900s, not only were 
New Zealand's contacts with the Australian colonies more numerous 
than in the preceding years, but she was also absorbing a large 
number of Australian-born settlers. Table III gives some indication 
of the relative importance of Australia as a source of permanent 
migrants. It will be seen that in the period 1892-1911 Australia made 
a particularly significant relative contribution. 

T A B L E IV 

NUMBERS OF N E W Z E A L A N D - B O R N IN AUSTRALIA 
1881-19114 

Year No. of N.Z. Natives 

1881 3,220 (Victoria and Tasmania only) 
1891 23,870 
1901 25,788 
1911 31,868 

In Table IV unfortunately no figure for the whole of Australia is 
available for 1881. On the analogy of figures for later years it would 
probably have been approximately twice the figure for Victoria and 
Tasmania. It will be seen that the 'exodus' from New Zealand in 
the 'eighties included a large number of native-born. Available statis-
tics do not make it possible to calculate the much larger number of 
British-born who also crossed to Australia. During the years 1885 
to 1891 in which New Zealand was losing population to Australia, 
she had a net gain of 17,801 from the United Kingdom. Of these 
4,039 were government assisted. Many skilled craftsmen brought to 
the colony at public expense, left for the Australian cities, particu-
larly Melbourne, where the building trade was booming,5 but there 
was no drastic loss of the bone and sinew of her population, for her 
1891 census showed an increase of some 50,000 miners and agricul-
turists in ten years. 

In 1892 the tide turned, and New Zealand had a net gain on inter-
colonial migration until 1909. Between 1891 and 1896 the number 
of Australian natives in New Zealand increased by 5,688, but her 
net gain on intercolonial migration was 11,123. A substantial number 
must therefore have been New Zealanders and British migrants. 
Among the latter would be some who had already made one attempt 
to settle in New Zealand. Many men were returning to resume 
family responsibilities they had deserted during the depression. The 

4 1881 figure from Statistics of Tasmania, 1888, p. 79, and General Report 
of Census of Victoria, 1881, p. 228. 1891 figure from T. A. Coghlan, The Seven 
Colonies of Australasia, 1895-6, Sydney, 1896, p. 49. 1901 and 1911 figures from 
Commonwealth Yearbook, No. 1, p. 147; No. 6, p. 111. 

5 See e.g. J. D. Salmond, New Zealand Labours Pioneering Days, ed., 
Desmond Crowley, Auckland, 1950, p. 32. 
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New Zealand delegate to an Australasian conference on charity held 
in Melbourne in November 1890 gave the question of deserted wives 
as the foremost intercolonial charity matter as far as his colony was 
concerned. He stated that in every important New Zealand town 
charity organisations were supporting scores of women whose hus-
bands were in Melbourne.6 

With returning prosperity New Zealanders found it possible to 
visit the Australian cities in increasing numbers. Competition between 
the shipping companies kept fares low. In 1895 the return trip could 
be made saloon for £2 10s, the crossing usually taking a little over 
four days. A Sydney newspaper reporter interviewed representative 
passengers from upwards of a thousand who arrived from New Zea-
land in one week in January 1895.7 The majority, he found, were 
business and professional men induced to take a trip by the lowness 
of the fares. There were also a large number of school teachers who 
had come to spend their summer holidays in Sydney. An Australasian 
wanderer, writing in the 'eighties, reported that the acme of a 
colonial youth's ambition, whether he lived in New Zealand, Queens-
land or South Australia, was to 'take a run over to Melbourne.'8 

Sydney, 'that London of the South', as a New Zealand author called 
it,9 appears to have possessed an equal attraction for New Zealanders. 

What Sydney meant to a young New Zealander with literary am-
bitions, who went there in 1898, can be gathered from Arthur Adam's 
autobiographical A Man's Life: 'He was going to conquer Sydney, 
the siren city of the South, the Athens of Australia. Four days' steam-
ing across the Pacific had brought him to that centre of art and 
letters, and he saw the gaunt cliffs of the Heads open to receive him. 
New Zealand was merely a materialistic paddock for mutton and 
beef. No hope for him there; he needed a wider arena. His grey-
headed editor had always told him he would be called to Sydney.'10 

Constance McAdam, another New Zealand writer of the period, 
was similarly drawn to Sydney and wrote a semi-autobiographical 
novel contrasting a cramped New Zealand community with the wider 
world of Sydney. 'All New Zealanders disapprove of Sydney,' she 
wrote, 'and all flock hither on every possible occasion. The first sight 
of its harbour is supposed to mark an epoch in one's life, and a great 
desire is felt to see it for the first time at its best.'11 It would seem 
that many New Zealanders of the 'nineties accepted the Australian 
cities as a part of their native world, vital complements to the New 
Zealand scene with its parochialism and immaturity. 

New Zealand farmers visited Australia in considerable numbers 

6 Australasian Conference on Charity, Melbourne, 11-17 November, 1890, 
Proceedings, Melbourne, 1890, p. 12. 

7 Daily Post, 16 January 1895. 
8 H. Nesfield, A Chequered Career, London, 1881, p. 131. 
« A. J. Vogan, The Black Police, London, 1890, p. 19. 

w A. H. Adams, A Man's Life, London, 1929, p. 115. 
11 C. Clyde (Constance McAdam), A Pagans Love, London, 1905, p. 85. 
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during the 'nineties. New Zealand had early taken the lead in the 
development of the freezing industry, and had made valuable pro-
gress in the breeding of suitable types of sheep. As a scab-infested 
area, however, she was prohibited for many years from selling stock 
to the other colonies. In the early 'nineties a succession of good sea-
sons enabled the Australian pastoral industry once more to turn its 
attention to an expansion of refrigeration. This coincided with the 
official proclamation that New Zealand was free from scab, in Janu-
ary 1893, and New Zealand sheep breeders immediately turned their 
attention to the Australian stock market.12 Large numbers of them 
attended the 1893 Sydney winter ram fair. The New Zealand Loan 
and Mercantile Agency Company arranged an informal meeting 
between the New Zealand runholders and Australian pastoralists,115 

so that the latter might benefit from the experience of their visitors. 
This procedure was repeated at the sale of 1894. A New Zealander 
reported that there were so many New Zealand flock-owners at this 
sale that one could have imagined oneself at a Christchurch ram 
fair.14 While helping the Australians to build up flocks of coarse-
woolled breeds producing meat suitable for freezing, the New Zea-
land pastoralists drew from the Australian merino flocks the rams 
needed for cross-breeding in their own colony. 

Key men from the refrigeration industry were also moving between 
the two countries. The Australasian Pastoralists' Review of 15 Decem-
ber 1892 mentions a visit by the secretary of the New Zealand 
Refrigerating Company to Queensland to report upon the prospects 
of the frozen-meat trade in that colony. The same issue, in reporting 
an interview with the secretary of the Central Queensland Meat 
Export Company, mentions that he brought to his work the advantage 
of considerable experience in New Zealand. In 1892, also, the New 
South Wales Chief Inspector of Stock visited New Zealand, studied 
the frozen meat industry, and prepared a report on it for his govern-
ment.15 This friendly pooling of experience in the meat industry was 
paralleled, though on a lesser scale, in the dairy industries of the 
two countries. 

New Zealand's steady gain in permanent immigration from Aus-
tralia after 1896 contained a large number of actual or potential small-
farm settlers. The North Island bush country was being brought into 
production in conjunction with a steady expansion of the frozen meat 
and dairying industries. The drought which Australia suffered at the 
time of federation induced many of her settlers to migrate to the 
drought-free island colony. During this period New Zealand land 
agencies opened offices in Australian cities, thus enlisting both capital 

12 Argus (Melbourne), 30 January 1893. 
is Australasian Pastoralists Review, 15 July 1893. (8 pages are devoted to 

the report of the meeting.) 
i* ibid., 16 July 1894. 
is ibid., 14 January 1893. (This prints the report in full.) 
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and labour for the expansion of North Island farming.16 In the years 
1901-6 New Zealand's population had a net gain of 42,000 from 
Australia17 — approximately as many as were gained from the same 
source during the gold rushes of the 'sixties. Table II shows that 
nearly half of these were Australian born. 

The examination of population movements has shown a consider-
able amount and variety of contact between the two communities. 
Another significant type of contact was that maintained by colonial 
journalism. Associated with this was a good deal of inter-change of 
journalistic personnel. When E. T. Gillon, editor of the Wellington 
Evening Post, visited Sydney in 1894, he was met by twenty 'gentle-
men connected with the press', most of whom were reported to have 
seen service in New Zealand.18 

TABLE V 
NEWSPAPERS RECEIVED BY POST IN NEW ZEALAND FROM 

OVERSEAS, ISSI-IGOE19 

Year Australia International 
1881 508,408 1,542,029 
1896 1,238,400 2,456,596 
1901 1,490,541 3,624,857 
1906 1,988,161 4,676,911 

Increase % 
1881-96 143-7 59-3 
Increase % 
1896-1906 60-6 9 0 4 

Table V shows that the fifteen years 1881 to 1896 saw a large 
increase in the volume of newspapers received by post from Aus-
tralia. While the volume of newspapers received by post from inter-
national sources (mainly Great Britain) had little more than kept 
pace with population growth, the ratio of Australian newspapers to 
population had almost doubled. Newspapers despatched by post to 
Australia approximated to forty-five per cent of the number received, 
the overall pattern of increase being much the same. Between 1896 
and 1906 Australian newspapers failed to keep pace with those from 
international sources. This is rather surprising considering the large 
influx of Australian settlers over these years, but is probably a result 
of the growth of New Zealand weeklies. 

l f i See e.g. Pastoralists' Review, 15 January 1903, and 18 May 1903. 
17 Calculated from gross arrival and departure figures, Statistics of New Zea-

land, 1915, pp. 31-2. Figures for the preceding and following years show that 
the 42,000 is not likely to have been inflated by the movement of transit 
visitors, but rather represents a permanent population gain. 

18 Australian Pastoralists' Review, 15 December 1894. 
19 Figures for 1881 from Official Handbook of New Zealand, Wellington, 

1883. Other figures from Statistics of New Zealand for the years concerned. 
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Contemporary evidence shows that the Australian journals most 
popular in New Zealand were the weekly newspapers. Sir Robert 
Stout, speaking at a public banquet in 1890, said that the only Aus-
tralian papers with considerable circulations in New Zealand were 
the Australasian (Melbourne) in the southern part of the colony, the 
Sydney Mail in the north, and the Sydney Bulletin throughout the 
whole country.20 The Australasian was a conservative weekly de-
signed primarily for rural readers. It appears to have kept its New 
Zealand readers consistently in mind, giving a fair coverage to New 
Zealand farming, politics, sports, and current events. It printed a 
regular weekly letter from a correspondent in Dunedin. In a novel 
of New Zealand pastoral life William Walker, an Australian who 
spent fifteen years in New Zealand, repeatedly mentions the popu-
larity of the Australasian among New Zealand country folk.21 The 
Sydney Mail was very similar to the Australasian, but less concerned 
with carrying material of a specifically New Zealand appeal. The 
Australasian Pastoralists Review, a Sydney monthly, also had a con-
siderable New Zealand circulation. In 1903 it reported a growing 
circulation, despite the Australian drought, largely owing to an in-
creasing number of subscribers in New Zealand,22 and in 1904 it 
listed agents in nine New Zealand towns.23 For a period it published 
regular newsletters from correspondents in both islands. It appears 
to have given a better coverage to the development of New Zealand's 
refrigeration industry during the 'nineties than any local periodical. 

It was, however, the ubiquitous Bulletin which was most success-
ful in bridging the Tasman, and its claim, made in 1891, that it was 
'the first journal in Australasia to organise the Australasian senti-
ment'24 had at least some foundation in fact. It had a travelling 
representative in New Zealand,25 maintained a running commentary* 
on the country's politics, and from time to time became involved 
in journalistic clashes with New Zealand conservative dailies.2!i 

Constance McAdam, in a contribution to the Bulletin, explained the 
backwardness of radical literature in New Zealand by the fact that 
the radical government had removed most of the incentive for it.27 

Another reason may have been that the Bulletins New Zealand 
circulation compensated for this lack in local journalism. By making 
itself felt in New Zealand the Bulletin attracted to its staff a number 
of ambitious New Zealand journalists, among them Arthur Adams 
who eventually achieved the honour of editing the Red Page. In his 

2° Bulletin (Sydnev), 22 February 1890. 
21 W. S. Walker, Zealandia's Guerdon, London, 1902, pp. 68, 81, 83, 90. 
22 Pastoralists' Review, 16 March 1903. The word 'Australasian' was dropped 

from the title in 1901. 
23 ibid., 16 November 1904. 
21 Bulletin, 14 March 1891, Editorial. 
25 ibid., 15 March 1890. 
26 See e.g. issues of 1 February 1890, 22 February 1890, and 15 February 

1896. 
27 ibid., 23 July 1898. 
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novel Tussock Land he writes thus of his New Zealand hero: 'Already 
he had published some verses in the local papers, and he had had 
the unutterable joy of being accepted by the Sydney Bulletin — that 
strenuous, shrieking, self-appointed arbiter of all things Australian.'28 

Achieving his ambition to reach Sydney, 'the grey old city of his 
dreams', the young man found that 'the streets, the people, were 
familiar to him. He had seen the types so often pictured in the 
Bulletin that he recognised them as they passed.'29 

A. G. Stephens of the Bulletin must have read more New Zealand 
literary efforts than any other Australian of this period, and possibly 
more than any New Zealand editor. He came to the conclusion that 
the Maorilanders were 'far too fat and well-fed and pre-eminent at 
football' to be successful writers.30 'Every week,' he wrote, 'brings 
confirmation of the belief that the typical Maoriland writer is hot in 
the body and cold in the head — where the writer's wheels go 
round.'31 Nevertheless, by his talented criticism he performed a 
valuable service to New Zealand's infant literature, for among the 
tares he found a little wheat. Jessie Mackay, the New Zealand 
poetess, records that he gave her a foothold in Australia before she 
knew she had one in New Zealand,32 and she was by no means alone 
in this experience. 

Australia performed another service to New Zealand literature by 
providing a valuable addition to that colony's small reading public. 
Thus, when Thomas Bracken brought out a de luxe edition of his 
Musings in Maoriland, he found it advisable to visit Melbourne per-
sonally, and thereby disposed of about 1,000 copies within three 
months.33 Much New Zealand writing of this period would not have 
appeared in print without the assistance of Australian publishers and 
readers. Similarly, New Zealand formed an extension of the market 
for Australian writing. Thus a Canterbury admirer of 'Banjo' Paterson 
reported that in the rural district in which he lived he could have 
sold twenty copies of 'the Banjo's' poems, if he had had them; and 
that he had been offered ten shillings for his own copy.34 Henry 
Lawson was also widely admired in New Zealand. His writing was 
Australasian in range, as the experience of his three visits to New 
Zealand in the 'nineties provided material for a number of stories 
and poems.3 5 

By 1890 New Zealand trade unions had a fairly extensive history 

28 A. H. Adams, Tussock Land, London, 1904, p. 86. 
2» ibid., p. 113. 
30 Bulletin, 4 January 1902. 
31 ibid. 
32 G. H. Scholefield, Dictionary of New Zealand Biography, Wellington, 1940, 

II, 21-2. 
33 G. W. Otterson, Memoirs of Thomas Bracken, Wellington, 1929, p. 9. 
3* Bulletin, 1 February 1896. 
33 See on this R. D. Arnold, 'Henry Lawson: The New Zealand Visits', 

Australian Literary Studies, May 1968; and W. H. Pearson, Henry Lawson 
Among Maoris, Wellington, 1968. 
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of Australian connections.36 In 1889 the Amalgamated Miners' Asso-
ciation of Australasia had 1800 New Zealand members, out of an 
estimated total of 28,000. Of the £6,614 the A.M.A. had disbursed in 
strike pay, £2,140 had gone to miners at Kaitangata.37 The New 
Zealand Seamen's Union's 2,000 members were part of the 14,000 
strong Federated Seamen of Australasia. The New Zealand branch 
owed its establishment to a visit by an Australian delegate in 1880. 
With Australian support it had in 1887 fought a costly but successful 
battle against a recalcitrant shipping company, by starting an oppo-
sition shipping line. The virile Australian Shearers' Union had sent 
three organisers to New Zealand in the year of its founding, 1886, 
followed by the president, W . G. Spence, in 1887.38 The New Zealand 
rural environment proved very unreceptive, the shearers often joining 
the sheepowners in refusing union agents admission to the sheds. 
When in 1888 it was found that only 887 out of 2,277 members had 
paid their subscriptions, it was decided to abandon the New Zealand 
branch. In 1889 the Federated Wharf Labourers of New Zealand 
was formed, with a membership of 2,000. These watersiders affiliated 
with the Maritime Council formed later in the same year, and in-
cluding unions of seamen, carriers and marine officers. This Council 
was in turn affiliated with the Maritime Council of Australia. Various 
other Australian connections and influences could be mentioned. New 
Zealand unionism obviously owed much to the men, organisers and 
example supplied by the stronger Australian movement. 

In August 1890 the Australian ships' officers precipitated a trial 
of strength with their employers. The New Zealand Maritime Council 
endeavoured to prevent the strike spreading to New Zealand, but 
the New Zealand shipowners, affiliated with the Shipowners' Associa-
tion of the other colonies, determined to use the occasion to crush 
the rapidly-growing New Zealand unions. Despite the readiness of 
their own seamen to unload their steamers in Australian ports, the 
Union Company called upon non-union labour. The seamen imme-
diately walked off their ships, and the New Zealand Maritime Coun-
cil had no choice but to uphold them. It called out the 22,000 mem-
bers of its affiliated unions. The employers had chosen their time 
well. With harvest several months off, they were able to draw on a 
large reserve of rural labour, and defeat their opponents without 
great difficulty. 

The effects of the strike were far-reaching. The Maritime Council 
went out of existence, craft unionism was reinstated, and New Zea-
land's labour organisations, with an aroused public opinion to point 
the moral of their bitter experience, broke off all their Australian 
connections and reverted to a parochialism that made the localised 
Trades and Labour Councils the basis of New Zealand unionism for 
over twenty years. 

3e Salmond gives a detailed account of the development of these connections. 
37 Salmond, p. 38. 
38 W. G. Spence, Australia's Awakening, Sydney, 1909, p. 61. 
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Viewed in an historical perspective this Australasian episode has 
a considerable significance. Neither the mushroom growth, nor the 
sudden crushing defeat of New Zealand's 'new' unionism can be 
understood apart from its Australasian setting. As it was, the strike 
proved a valuable lesson to the colony's legislators, while defeat made 
the workers amenable to political and administrative experiments as 
they would never otherwise have been. 

There were, however, continuing links between the labouring 
classes of the two countries, perhaps the most interesting and im-
portant being those provided by the shearing industry. The beginnings 
of the annual invasion of New Zealand by Australian shearers are 
difficult to trace, but it was firmly established by the late 'eighties. 
The migration of New Zealand shearers to Australia on any scale 
seems to have begun during the Australian shearing strikes of the 
early 'nineties. Variations in the shearing seasons made this two-way 
movement possible. Beginning in Queensland in July, the Australian 
shearer worked southwards, reaching Victoria in September or Octo-
ber, then crossed to New Zealand in November, usually just after 
the Melbourne Cup. New Zealand workers went shearing in Australia 
in the slack period following shearing and harvesting at home. 

When Australian and New Zealand shearers were thus brought 
together, contemporary observers were struck by the contrast. Shortly 
before 1890, a New Zealander described the travelling labour from 
Australia thus: 

These form a distinct branch of the human family, not by any means 
unlike the Gypsies. . . . They earn their money honestly; but they are 
queer characters, and from a kind of conceit or vanity they like to make 
themselves out queerer and worse than they are. . . . They are very rough, 
and some of them are very great blackguards. . . . They use shocking 
language. . . . They have, moreover, a positively aggressive air of independ-
ence, and of antipathy to all conventionality, especially to the 'blooming 
swells', as they call the upper classes. Many of them are social outcasts 
and utter Bohemians, and it is these also who set the example and keep 
up the tradition of class animosity. By degrees, as the country becomes 
more settled, this travelling labour diminishes. Farmers' sons supply the 
place of the nomadic shearers, and the old wildness passes away. The wages 
paid for shearing, amounting often to a comfortable provision for half a 
year, enter into the economy of the farm instead of being knocked down 
in a few days' debauch at the nearest 'accommodation house ' .^ 

In contrast, the typical New Zealand shearer was a farm labourer, 
turning to shearing for a few weeks each year.40 He might be a per-
manent station hand, encouraged to marry by his employer, and 

39 Edward Wakefield, New Zealand after Fifty Years, New York, 1890, pp. 
154-7. 

40 The Christchurch correspondent of the Australasian Pastoralists' Review, 
16 July 1891, gives a good description. The classes of shearers described in this 
paragraph were, of course, to be found in certain numbers in Australia, par-
ticularly in the south. 
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perhaps saving to buy land of his own,4 1 or a small farmer, supple-
menting his income with outside work. There were also farmers' 
sons, shearing each year for neighbouring runholders, and agricul-
tural labourers, free to shear between sowing and harvest. These all 
had two things the Australian type lacked, a fixed position in a stable 
local community, and worthwhile opportunities of acquiring land of 
their own. In general they showed little sympathy for the lot of the 
Australian shearer, and ignored Australian union organisers. A term 
shearing in Australia seldom changed their views, for the shearing 
shed was commonly but an episode on the road to land ownership. 
They hoarded their wages to this end, keeping clear of the spend-
thrift orgies for which their Australian counterparts were renowned. 
It is small wonder that the New South Wales squatters were reported 
to be full of their praises in 1892.42 

The shearing trouble of 1890 developed too suddenly for the 
squatters to arrange for non-union labour from New Zealand. How-
ever, in April 1891 they warned that, if necessary, relays of men 
could be drawn from the island colonies, quoting a gentleman writing 
from New Zealand to say that 300 competent shearers were avail-
able at short notice.43 They took care to mention that these would 
be mostly the sons of small farmers. It soon became apparent that 
the Australian shearers would not tamely accept the pastoralists' 
shearing agreement, and the squatters' organisation began bringing 
labour from the southern colonies and New Zealand. Early in July 
a specially chartered steamer landed two hundred New Zealand 
shearers at Rockhampton and Townsville.44 They were under con-
tract to the United Pastoralists' Association of Queensland to shear 
under the pastoralists' agreement for periods of four to six months. 
With the early collapse of the strike in Queensland further shearers 
from New Zealand were not needed. Those who had come had a 
profitable season, the Pastoralists' Review of 16 November reporting 
that seventy-four of them had passed through Rockhampton during 
the previous few days, on their way home, with £6200 among them. 

The pastoralists' publicity brought many New Zealand shearers to 
Sydney and Melbourne during July, to seek work on their own 
account. The pastoralists warned of large numbers of applicants in 
New Zealand, ready to sign agreements should trouble develop in 
New South Wales.4 5 This threat had to be carried into effect almost 
immediately. On 30 July the Waihora reached Sydney with 177 
shearers under agreement to the New South Wales Pastoralists' 
Union, while the Rotokino was already at sea with a further 130.46 

The Waihora anchored in Neutral Bay, to prevent any communica-

41 Wakefield, p. 153, describes this type well. 
42 Australasian Pastoralists' Review, 15 January 1892. 
43 ibid., 15 April 1891. 
44 ibid., 16 July 1891, and Argus (Melbourne), 20 August 1891. 
« ibid. 
4« Sydney Morning Herald, 31 July 1891. 
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tion from the striking shearers. Next morning the New Zealanders 
formed part of a contingent of 320 shearers dispatched by special 
train for sheds in the Bourke district.47 In this area fifty-five New 
Zealand shearers were reported to have joined the union camp a 
week previously.48 This seems to be the only report of any number 
of New Zealanders throwing in their lot with the unionists. A third 
shipment of some fifty New Zealand shearers were on their way 
when the pastoralists and strikers reached agreement early in August. 
The agreement prohibited the bringing of further labour into the 
colony from outside, but those already on their way from New Zea-
land were to be employed.49 

In all, 500 New Zealanders were brought in under agreement to 
the pastoralists. They were reported to have taken back with them 
between thirty and forty thousand pounds.50 The pastoralists were 
so well satisfied that they made private arrangements with hundreds 
prepared to return the following year. Whitely King, secretary of the 
Pastoralists' Union of New South Wales, toured New Zealand during 
December 1891 and January 1892, ostensibly studying the frozen 
meat industry and rabbit control,51 but no doubt also with designs 
on non-union shearing labour. He told of New Zealand shearers 
averaging 25s. a day in Australia, and expert machine hands making 
from 50s. to 60s. The Australasian Pastoralists' Review gave its 
opinion that 'from the references in the press, and from letters 
received from individual men themselves, it seems certain that in 
future years this mine of wealth will be exploited by large numbers 
of enterprising New Zealanders on their own account.'52 King 
received so many enquiries that later in the year he advertised the 
conditions of employment in New Zealand newspapers. This led to 
a Shearers' Union accusation of breaking the agreement not to import 
outside labour.53 

Beside the 500 specially recruited, King reported that a large 
number' went over on their own account in 1891. After his New 
Zealand tour he estimated that at least one thousand would volunteer 
in 1892 if needed. This would form a very useful supplement to 
non-union labour from Victoria and Tasmania, its general antipathy 
to unionism providing a valuable backbone among volunteers possibly 
more prone to waver from the pastoralists' principle of freedom of 
contract. 

The Australian shearers took this threat from New Zealand 
seriously. The officers' report to the 1892 annual conference of the 

47 Newcastle Herald, 1 August 1891. 
48 Australian Star, 29 July 1891. 
49 Argus, 10 August 1891. 
60 Australasian Pastoralists' Review, 15 January 1892. 
51 New Zealand Herald, 16 December 1891. 
62 15 January 1892. 
63 Shearers' and General Labourers' Record (Newport, Victoria), 16 May 

1892. 
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Amalgamated Shearers' Union speaks of 'the urgent advisability of 
doing something to place Unionism among the shearing community 
of New Zealand upon as sound a footing as possible' because 'while 
the shearing labour there remains unorganised, it is a standing 
menace to the A.S.U.'5 4 The 1891 annual conference had appointed 
J. R. McDonald to visit New Zealand, appeal for funds for the 
Queensland shearers, do all he could to prevent 'free' labour leaving 
for Australia, and see whether the New Zealand Shearers' Union 
could be reorganised on a sounder basis. H e made a second trip, 
to visit the sheds during the 1891-2 shearing season, travelling incog-
nito and introducing himself to the squatters as a New Zealand 
organiser. The squatters, he explained, 'snap their fingers at local 
efforts, so long as "those fellows over the water keep away". '5 5 His 
report to the A.S.U. even mentions an interview with Whitely King. 
King denied this, but McDonald explained that he did not appear 
in 'paint and feathers' when he came with the many who paid their 
respects to Mr King.56 McDonald reported to the A.S.U. conference: 
'Taking into consideration the nature of my mission, the assistance 
rendered by the labour party here, and the excellent advertisement 
received, success did not attend my efforts in the case. Not only did 
the Pastoralists' Union secure a quantity of free labour, but there 
was ample evidence of as much more available before the first ship-
ment left for Queensland'.57 The Pastoralists' journal had earlier 
described McDonald's 'frantic but utterly futile attempt' to stay the 
departure of the shearers by such means as dire warnings of the 
effect of fevers and mosquitoes on new-comers.58 McDonald reported 
somewhat better success in his attempts to re-organise the New Zea-
land Union. 

The reorganised New Zealand union included both shearers and 
labourers, as the Amalgamated Shearers' and Labourers' Union of 
New Zealand. The transfer of tickets between the New Zealand union 
and the A.S.U. was arranged.59 McDonald reported to the 1892 
A.S.U. conference that he found all but one branch of the New 
Zealand union in favour of amalgamation or federation with the 
A.S.U., but the general meeting of the New Zealand union, in March 
1892, contented itself with deciding to negotiate with the A.S.U. for 
two good men to organise in New Zealand, one in each island.60 

The Australians also sent copies of the Brisbane Worker, and other 
suitable literature to the New Zealand sheds.61 But the New Zealand 
union was little more than a weak, artificial product of Australian 
effort when industrial war was again joined in Australia in 1894. 

54 ibid-, 15 March 1892. 
85 ibid., 15 January 1892. 
58 ibid., 16 May 1892. 
57 ibid., 15 April 1892. 
58 Australasian Pastoralists' Review, 16 July 1891. 
59 ibid., 15 August 1892. 
so The Hummer (Sydney), 10 September 1892. 
61 The Worker (Brisbane), 18 February 1893. 
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Once more the squatters enlisted New Zealand shearers with little 
difficulty. 

On 16 July 1894 the Pastoralists' Union denied a cabled report 
that it had two agents in New Zealand engaging shearers, in con-
travention of its agreement, but reported that nevertheless large 
numbers of shearers were arriving by every steamer from New Zea-
land.62 By the next issue of the Australasian Pastoralists' Review (15 
August) the unionists were again in revolt, due to the new shearing 
agreement which the Pastoralists' Federal Council was seeking to 
impose. Whitely King was reported in New Zealand engaging 
shearers. By 15 September the Pastoralists' Union could report the 
arrival of four detachments of New Zealanders. One of these 
apparently consisted of 150 shearers,63 and a Sydney newspaper 
reported about 100 shearers in another.64 The opinion of a shearers' 
representative interviewed by the Sydney Daily Telegraph that 'we 
are too well organised in the other colonies now for them to get 
many free labourers,'65 was not borne out by events. The organisation 
of the Pastoralists' Union outmatched the shearers, and, while no 
complete figures are available, it seems likely that there were more 
New Zealand shearers in Australia in 1894 than in 1891. 

The New Zealand unionists did what they could to stem the flow, 
even shipping a rough-tongued woman union official with one con-
tingent.66 The Australian unionists met each ship on arrival and 
tried to persuade the men not to shear under the new agreement.67 

The majority withstood all these blandishments. The Sydney 
Bulletin68 had good cause when it described them as 'the best and 
most reliable non-union labour ever supplied to this country.' A New 
South Wales station-owner described them as 'the most decent lot 
of men we ever had to do with, so quiet and respectful, and good 
shearers.'69 And the Bulletin70 reported that the Australian back-
blocks business people didn't 'cotton' to the Maoriland shearer who 
came to Australia with the object of making a cheque and hanging 
on to it. 

It is not surprising that the Australian unions showed little interest 
in organising the New Zealand shearers after 1894. Their own crush-
ing defeat had broken much of their spirit, while in New Zealand 
the returning prosperity and trends in the rural economy were against 
unionism. The New Zealand union faded out of existence, and in its 
place appeared four separate and independent unions, each confining 
its attention to an industrial district as defined by the Arbitration and 

62 Australasian Pastoralists' Review, 16 July 1894. 
63 ibid., 15 November 1894. 
6t Daily Telegraph, 15 August 1894. 
65 ibid., 14 August 1894. 
66 Australasian Pastoralists' Review, 15 November 1894. 
67 Daily Telegraph, 14 August 1894. 
68 22 September 1894. 
«9 Australian Pastoralists' Review, 15 October 1894. 
™ 1 September 1894. 
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Conciliation Act. Not till fifteen years later, their faith in Liberal 
governments and industrial awards at last shaken, did New Zealand 
shearers turn once more to Australia for inspiration and guidance. 

How did the yearly influx of Australian migrant labour fit into 
this picture? The Australians had something of a reputation as 
trouble-makers, it appears,71 but when trouble did occur the New 
Zealand station-owner was in a position to take far more effective 
action than his Australian counterpart. 'The men soon found that 
they were not in Australia,' remarked the Christchurch Press, report-
ing a brief strike.72 For the most part, it would seem, the Australians 
quietly adapted themselves to the New Zealand scene. 

Nevertheless this continually renewed contact between Australian 
and New Zealand workers cannot have been without its effect. 
Possibly it had a greater impact on such groups as wharf labourers 
and miners, than on the apathetic country workers, for many New 
Zealand shearers found their way into these occupations, taking with 
them the ideas they had discussed in the sheds.73 Doubtless many 
of the Australian migrants also found their way into these employ-
ments. This silent influence over the years belps to explain the 
dramatic suddenness of the revival of militant unionism with the rise 
of the New Zealand Federation of Labour in the years 1908 to 1913. 

Economic links between Australia and New Zealand were not, of 
course, restricted to labour. The financial and commercial life of the 
two countries was closely linked.74 Australians had pioneered New 
Zealand's banking,75 and in the nineteenth century Australian firms 
handled much of New Zealand's trade with Great Britain, from 
headquarters in Sydney and Melbourne.76 New Zealand's prolonged 
depression of the 'eighties led her to develop an export trade in 
manufactured goods, based on sweated labour. Her woollen mills 

71 Australasian Pastoralists' Review, 15 February 1896. Christchurch corres-
pondent's letter. 

72 Quoted in Australasian Pastoralists' Review, 15 January 1894. 
73 Maoriland Worker, 9 August 1912 (Shearers' Section). 
74 C. G. F. Simkin, The Instability of a Dependent Economy, Oxford, 1951, 

p. 194 S. 
75 The Union Bank of Australia, by agreement with the New Zealand Com-

pany, initiated banking in New Zealand in 1840. The Bank of New South Wales 
entered New Zealand banking in 1861, preceding the Bank of New Zealand by 
a few months. The Bank of Australasia opened in New Zealand in 1864. See 
S. J. Butlin, Australia and New Zealand Bank, Sydney, 1953, pp. 7, 8, 63. 

76 Thus R. Goldsbrough & Co., a leading Melbourne wool firm, appointed 
agents in New Zealand centres to secure wool and other produce for sale in 
Melbourne or London. See e.g. New Zealand Mail (Wellington), 25 January 
1879, for their offer of liberal cash advances on the wool clip, and details of 
reduced shipping rates arranged from five New Zealand ports. Dalgety's, another 
firm originating in Melbourne, also entered the New Zealand produce trade. 
The New Zealand Royal Commission on Federation estimated the value of goods 
of British and foreign origin re-exported to New Zealand by Australian mer-
cantile firms in 1900, as £820,000. (See the Report, p. xii). In 1895 New Zealand 
imposed a license fee of £50 on all non-resident agents (N.Z. Statutes, 59 Vict., 
1895, No. 70). It was apparently aimed mainly at Australian commercial 
travellers, and led to vigorous protests (see N.Z. Herald, 15 February 1897, 
editorial). 
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had even competed on the protected Victorian market, compelling 
that colony to raise its duties on cloth in 1887. In farming products, 
New Zealand's export of oats to Australia was of major importance 
in those days of horse transport. New Zealand grew two-thirds of 
the Australian oat crop in the early 'nineties.77 Flour and leather 
products were other important New Zealand exports. From 1895 
until federation the New Zealand government explored the possibility 
of reciprocal trade treaties with the other colonies, the main target 
being South Australia. In 1895 a draft treaty with South Australia 
foundered owing to opposition from Victoria, who stood to lose export 
markets in both colonies.78 New Zealand made a secret agreement 
with South Australia in 1897, subject to the federation question being 
decided. 

In the late 'eighties and early 'nineties approximately one-fifth of 
New Zealand trade was with Australia. Following federation, the 
Australian tariff soon brought ruin to New Zealand's export trade to 
Australia, though the severe Australian drought masked the effect for 
a time.79 At the same time, New Zealand commercial interests were 
steadily taking over their own import and export arrangements, and 
Sydney warehouses declined in importance. No doubt federation 
hastened this process. 

There were also church contacts between Australia and New Zea-
land. Of these the closest was that maintained by the Australasian 
Wesleyan Methodist Church. In 1853 a delegate from the English 
Conference and the General Superintendent of the missions in Aus-
tralia and Tasmania visited Auckland to ascertain how the New 
Zealand ministers and laymen would view making their missions an 
integral part of an Australasian Conference. The scheme was very 
favourably received, and in 1855 two New Zealand ministers repre-
sented their colony at a conference in Sydney.80 The first full-scale 
general conference, however, was not held till 1875. The Australasian 
organisation of the church then consisted of four annual conferences, 
of which New Zealand was one, and the general conference, which 
was to meet once every three years. The annual conferences handled 
local administration, while legislative matters were reserved for the 
general conference. 

From 1875 until 1910, when the New Zealand church was repre-
sented for the last time, these general conferences throw a valuable 
light on the problems of an Australasian legislature, and on changes 
in general attitudes towards such a union. Thus at the 1881 confer-

77 For the crop figures of the seven colonies see New Zealand Official Year-
book, 1892, p. 99; 1893, p. 125; 1894, p. 155; 1895, p. 192. 

78 The New Zealand parliament ratified the agreement, with certain excep-
tions. The Act also empowered the Colonial Treasurer to negotiate reciprocal 
agreements with any other of the Australian colonies. New Zealand Statutes, 59 
Vict., 1895, No. 74. 

70 In 1903 Sydney and Brisbane even imported meat from New Zealand. 
Pastoralists' Review, 15 January 1903. 

80 J. Bickford, Christian Work in Australasia, London, 1878, pp. 286-7. 



AUSTRALASIAN ASPECTS OF NEW ZEALAND LIFE 7 1 

enee (the first for which newspaper reports of proceedings were 
published) New Zealand's position was one of the major matters 
discussed. The Rev. W . Morley read a resolution which the New 
Zealand Conference had adopted by thirty-one votes to nine, re-
questing that it be separated from the General Conference and 
formed into a distinct organisation. Speaking in support, he stressed 
the geographical isolation of New Zealand. It was easier to go from 
St Petersburg to London than from a New Zealand to an Australian 
port, and it took more time to come to Adelaide than from New 
York to Liverpool. The New Zealand church found even its annual 
conference a burden. A journey from Auckland to Dunedin equalled 
in distance one from Sydney to Adelaide, and in expense one from 
Brisbane to Adelaide. They could never hope for a General Confer-
ence in New Zealand. He believed a poll of the New Zealand church 
would show not five per cent in opposition to the change.81 Another 
New Zealand minister referred to the practical disfranchisement of 
New Zealand. At the previous General Conference only nine repre-
sentatives out of sixteen had attended, and at the conference then 
in session only six out of eighteen.82 New Zealand's representation 
in 1881 had suffered from the loss of four delegates by shipwreck 
on the New Zealand coast, but by common consent this was not dwell 
upon in the discussion. 

Several Australian delegates advanced another explanation to 
account for New Zealand's desire for separation. The 1878 general 
conference had heard proposals from the New Zealand annual con-
ference which the Australians had regarded as revolutionary, par-
ticularly because they tended towards congregational localisation. 
The general conference had therefore rejected them as out of har-
mony with true Methodist tradition. Were not the New Zealanders 
now trying another method of putting their ideas into practice? The 
Australians failed to realise that the New Zealand proposals were 
occasioned by the difficulty of adapting a church organisation 
developed in a metropolitan-dominated society to meet the needs of 
a scattered frontier community. The majority considered that New 
Zealand needed the Australasian connection to save her from her 
own rashness.83 However, the motion for separation was defeated 
only by a slender margin. 

Despite the difficulties and expense involved, the 1884 general con-
ference was held in Christchurch. All twenty New Zealand delegates 
were present, and sixty-six Australians attended. But the New Zea-
landers again brought a resolution for separation, which their annual 
conference had passed unanimously. They also proposed a draft con-
stitution. To their earlier arguments, the Australians added criticisms 
of the draft constitution. It failed to secure the vital Methodist prin-
ciple of an itinerant ministry. It carried democracy to extremes and 

81 South Australian Register, 18 May 1881. 
82 ibid., 19 May 1881. 
83 Bickford, p. 288. 
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was so framed that 'a layman might be a President of the New Zea-
land Conference.'84 These proposals, of course, suited a country of 
small scattered communities where local democracy made good sense, 
and itinerancy meant crippling expense. But the Australians, believ-
ing it their duty to control New Zealand Methodism for its own 
good, voted solidly against the motion, which was lost fifty-eight to 
twenty-three. 

The next general conference met in Melbourne in 1888. With 
improved communications, nineteen New Zealand delegates attended 
out of twenty-four appointed. Again they recommended separation. 
The conference was informed that a vote throughout New Zealand 
had shown forty-nine quarterly meetings for, and only seven against, 
separation. One New Zealander stated that all ministers of import-
ance opposed to separation were in the Auckland metropolitan area.85 

The proposal was lost eighty votes to eighteen. 
The 1888 general conference attempted to strengthen trans-Tasman 

ties by means of ministerial interchanges. A rule was made that two 
ministers must be transferred from each annual conference by the 
successive general conferences. Two prominent Australian ministers 
were transferred, by resolution, to New Zealand, in exchange for two 
New Zealand ministers. This bold move proved an almost complete 
failure. One of the Australian ministers resigned rather than take up 
his New Zealand appointment, and one minister in Australia and 
one in New Zealand declined to obey the Conference mandate. Thus 
only one minister transferred, and that from New Zealand to Aus-
tralia.86 

Nevertheless the 1888 conference was a turning point. The Aus-
tralian church had consistently opposed separation, and opposition 
to it had grown in New Zealand. Rapidly improving communications 
were removing some of the objections to the connection. The New 
Zealanders did not raise the question again for over twenty years. 
At the intervening conferences they were well represented. In 1890 
their full quota of twenty-four delegates travelled to Sydney. Union 
with other Methodist groups resulted in a change of name to 'The 
Methodist Church of Australasia' in 1902. The New Zealand confer-
ence had taken a lead in union, having less objection to the ultra-
democratic practices of the smaller Methodist groups than most of the 
Australians. 

When the separation proposal was renewed at the general confer-
ence in Adelaide in 1910, it became apparent that for a period New 
Zealand opinion had swung in favour of the Australian connection. 
An Australian, in opposing separation, pointed out that a poll in New 
Zealand in 1906 had shown a majority against separation, and that 
in 1907 it was carried by a single vote. But the New Zealand dele-

84 The Press (Christchurch), 15 November 1884, Supplement. 
so Age (Melbourne), 17 May 1888. 
86 W. J. Williams, Centenary Sketches of New Zealand Methodism, Christ-

church, 1922, p. 200. 
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gates pointed out that separation had been endorsed by seventy-
three per cent of the votes at the latest quarterly meetings and by 
seventy-six per cent at the annual conference. Apparently between 
1906 and 1909 New Zealand Methodists had at last realised the im-
plications of their country's decision for political separation from 
Australia. The growth of a distinct national sentiment was a point 
much stressed by their delegates, as the following extracts from their 
speeches illustrate.*" The Rev. S. Lawry: 'It was a fact that could 
not be denied that the united sentiment in Australia had broadened 
the Tasman Sea, both in regard to their political and ecclesiastical 
life. This resulted from natural forces, which no argument and no 
legislation could resist.' The Rev. P. W . Fairclough: 'The New Zealand 
Methodists wanted a conference of their own, so that they might 
express themselves without any admixture of Australian ideas and 
views. . . . Separation was desired, because New Zealanders were 
different from Australians, both in sentiment and ideas. . . The people 
were more scattered, the circuits were smaller, and there was a greater 
democratic sentiment than in Australia. All these things made for 
type. . . . They asked that the rising sense of nationhood should be 
given free course.' Mr J. C. Stephens: '. . . public sentiment on the 
question of separation had undergone a radical change in New Zea-
land of recent years . . . there was growing up in Australia and New 
Zealand two different national sentiments.' 

Only one New Zealander voted against the motion, which was 
carried by 106 to 13. Separation became effective on 1 January 1913. 

This Australasian episode of Methodist history is of value in in-
dicating shifts in New Zealand public opinion. After an early en-
thusiasm for the Australian connection came a strong movement for 
separation, due largely to unsatisfactory trans-Tasman communica-
tions. As these improved the separation issue subsided. During the 
1890s and early 1900s the Australian connection won considerable 
favour. After 1906 the separation movement revived, on the new 
ground of the appearance of two divergent national sentiments. 

While the Australasian organisation was in some favour with New 
Zealand Methodists one would expect there to have been a drawing 
together of the Australian and New Zealand branches of other 
churches. There were several examples of this. In 1894 the Anglicans 
held an Australasian Church Congress at Hobart, New Zealand being 
well represented. The strengthening of relations between the churches 
of Australia and New Zealand was discussed at length. The Bishop 
of Newcastle commented that interchange among the clergy was 
becoming frequent, and commended New Zealand for having 
appointed an Archdeacon of Ballarat to her bench of bishops. A 
New Zealand minister presented a programme for strengthening 
church relations throughout Australasia.88 

87 Advertiser (Adelaide), 31 May 1910. 
88 Official Report of the Church Congress Held at Hobart on Jan. 23rd, 

24th, 25th, and 26th, 1894, Tasmania, 1894, p. 65 ff. 
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The Congregational churches created a tenuous Australasian Union 
in 1888, at an 'incidental' Conference during Jubilee meetings in 
Melbourne.89 The First Assembly of the Congregational Union of 
Australasia met in Wellington in February 1892. No meeting place 
was set for a further conference. The Queensland Congregationalists 
moved to revive the Australasian Union while organising their 
Jubilee in 1903. The second Australasian Assembly met in 1904, and 
further assemblies took place in 1907, 1910 and 1913. An Australasian 
Catholic Congress held in Sydney in September 1900 was attended 
by a strong New Zealand delegation, and an Australasian Baptist 
Congress in Sydney in September 1908 was attended by two New 
Zealand delegates. 

A conspicuous lack among all denominations was an Australasian 
periodical. Even the Methodists failed here, although some recog-
nised its desirability. An Australian Anglican church quarterly, 
founded in 1910, changed its title to Australasian Church Quarterly 
Review in 1911, after its editor had toured New Zealand and found 
some interest there. However, his comments imply a decline in 
mutual awareness, for he writes. 'The attempt to draw churchmen 
in Australia and New Zealand closer together is . . . only an attempt 
to retain or to regain something of the past.'90 

The evidence from the churches confirms other impressions that 
the Australasian outlook continued for some years after federation, 
but was markedly in decline by the end of the decade. Seddon's death 
in 1906, and the New Zealand parliament's unanimous decision 
against the reciprocal trade treaty which he had spent his last days 
negotiating with the Commonwealth cabinet, can doubtless be taken 
as a turning point. With Seddon's passing, Australians lost their earlier 
marked awareness of New Zealand affairs. With the failure of the 
trade treaty, New Zealanders apparently finally began adjusting 
their thought to a position outside the new Commonwealth. 

The speed of the change in New Zealand's climate of opinion 
became evident in January 1912. At the Australian Labour Party 
Conference, Fisher, the Australian Prime Minister, moved a resolu-
tion recommending negotiations for closer relations with New Zea-
land. It was carried unanimously.91 Deakin, the leader of the 
Federal Opposition, expressed his full concurrence when Fisher 
repeated his sentiments at an Australian Natives' Association 
luncheon. Both men made it clear that they had federation in mind. 
The vehemence of the New Zealand reaction must have surprised 
them. The New Zealand Herald92 described the proposal as 'simply 
absurd', maintaining that it would require 'a new political heaven 

89 Australasian Congregational Union. Proceedings of the Fourth Assembly, 
Hobart, 1910, p. 37. This gives an outline of the unions history. 

90 Australian Church Quarterly Review, Sydney, May 1911. 
91 Official Report of the Fifth Commonwealth Conference of the Australian 

Labor Party, 1912, p. 35. 
9 2 Quoted in The Round Table, June 1912. 
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and a new political earth'. The New Zealand Times93 remarked that 
Fisher's views about the sentiment of New Zealanders amounted to 
an expression of opinion entirely reckless'. One New Zealand news-
paper declared that Fisher's proposal only showed 'that one colonial 
may be as ignorant of the trend of political thought in a neighbour-
ing colony as the most stay-at-home Briton'.94 

Contemporary observers reported widespread resentment of the 
rather mild Australian intervention in the 1913 strike.95 W . M. 
Hughes, as president of the Australian Waterside Workers' Federa-
tion, took the initiative for the setting up of a Labour Conference of 
transport and other unions to create a general policy toward the New 
Zealand strike. A major aim was to restrict the extent to which 
Australian unionists were involved. The Conference refused to take 
any action until its two New Zealand delegates had promised to 
recommend to Australian unionists any policy which might be 
adopted.96 The Conference, with some difficulty, persuaded the 
Sydney waterside workers to work Union Company ships that were 
not engaged in the New Zealand trade. Hughes cabled the various 
parties involved in the New Zealand conflict, urging that the dispute 
should be submitted to arbitration. The Conference did recommend 
that Australian unions support the strike fund, and £3,780 was sent. 

This New Zealand resentment of Australian intervention, and the 
Australian action to limit involvement in New Zealand affairs, were 
a natural consequence of the two communities moving apart. Their 
increasing divergence no doubt owed something to growing social 
and economic dissimilarities. Also important was the growth of New 
Zealand nationalism, which led many New Zealanders to feel an 
antipathy towards Australia that seems to have surprised some out-
side observers.97 With this rift in popular sentiment, the family of 
equals of the 'nineties — the seven colonies of Australasia — soon 
faded from the public mind of both countries. In an article published 
in 1944,98 the Australian writer Nettie Palmer sensitively examines 
this loss of mutual awareness as it affected literature. She writes: 
'. . . it required assiduous curiosity on the part of an Australian would-
be observer, helped out by something like a miracle, before any of 
us could find what was being done over there. . . . Australian book-

93 15 January 1912. 
94 Quoted in The Round Table, June 1912. 
95 G. G. Hancox and J. Hight, 'The Labour Movement and the Strike of 1913 

in New Zealand', Economic Journal, London, June 1914, p. 202. This article 
gives a useful survey of the Australian reactions to the strike. 

96 Maoriland Worker, 14 January 1914. 
97 For an English comment see D. Cowie, New Zealand from Within, London, 

1937, p. 249; for a comment by an American historian, see Dominion (Welling-
ton), 20 September 1951. 

98 'New Zealand and Australia', in Meanjin (Melbourne), Summer, 1944, pp. 
165-8. 
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shops in general took no more interest in the books of New Zealand 
than in those of Nova Scotia.' But her article also shows that Nettie 
Palmer sensed that the tide was once more at the turn. " 

ROLLO ARNOLD 
Victoria University of Wellington 

99 For further discussion of some of the issues dealt with in this article see 
my M.A. honours thesis, 'New Zealand in Australasia 1890-1914', University of 
Melbourne, 1952. In New Zealand copies of this thesis are available at the 
universities in Auckland and Wellington. 
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