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COOK'S third voyage, now celebrated in two massive volumes, was not 
of outstanding importance for New Zealand, though it carried a stage 
further the familiarising of Englishmen with the New Zealand scene 
through the continued use of Queen Charlotte Sound as a resting-place for 
the sea-weary crews of his ships. The first voyage was the one which put 
New Zealand on the map, and a good deal of Australia; the second took 
more land off the map than the first had put on, by eliminating a southern 
continent in temperate latitudes from the map of the globe. The third was 
in part a mopping-up operation, one which put two further major Poly-
nesian societies, those of Tonga and Hawaii, into the orbit of European 
knowledge, but which in its thorough investigation of Northwestern North 
America made geographical history also and found its peak of achievement 
in the two penetrations of the western end of the Northwest Passage (the 
special assignment imposed by the Board of Admiralty) which defined the 
existence of that ice-jammed waterway which had been sought for two 
and a half centuries. 

Throughout the period covered by his journals James Cook remained the 
calm, confident and objective observer who had learnt long ago to extract 
precisely what was important to a seaman from his voyage-experiences, and 
to record it economically, but readably, coolly but not coldly, fully but not 
tediously, in journals which are supreme examples of their kind. It is 
possible to be bored by Cook's journals just as it is easy to be bored by a 
long sea-voyage; it is necessary to remember that Cook was primarily 
concerned with the seas he sailed, with the land seen from the seaman's 
angle — what anchorages it offered, what contours it presented, what 
dangers it enclosed, what sustenance it could give to his men, what dangers 
or benefits its peoples represented to his sailors and passengers. H e was not 
a writer of memoirs, picking up colour and life from the sights and people 
he encountered; he was not an ethnographer or social anthropologist who 
could record and analyse the strange communities he found or rediscovered; 
he was not a natural scientist who could record and classify data on flora 
and fauna and the still primitive earth sciences. His knowledge of astronomy 
was primarily linked with the problems of navigation not with the theoretical 
problems of the positioning and inter-relationship of the heavenly bodies. 
But if he was none of these things, he showed a sensitive awareness of them 
all. Enough direct observation of what was seen on land, as well as on sea, 
went into the journals to make a credible frame for the activities of the 
expedition as a whole. And this is why the charts, the drawings, the observa-
tions and the specimens as well as the more personal subsidiary journals of 
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members of the expedition fit into or around the C o o k journals and m a k e 
them the centre of a work of art, the totality of the achievements of the 
expedition as expressed in the surviving records. 

Well before the journals ended on 17 January 1 7 7 9 C o o k had shown 
signs of being tired, and it is also clear that he was not well. H e was at 
last being worn down by his travels though still far f rom worn out. His 
tragic death on 14 February following m a d e a dramatic cl imax to his life 
and labours. H e died in an apparently accidental flurry with Polynesians at 
Kealakekua Bay, the precise cause of which remains debateable and goes 
on being debated. W a s it because he had begun to lose his grip, or was it 
because he became embroiled in the complex ideology of priest-warrior 
relations in Hawaian society? Perhaps something was due to the wearing 
down of the expedition's own resources. Omai had been left at home in 
Tahiti more than a year before; Anderson, the most precise repository of 
Polynesian practices was dead: together they could, perhaps, have guided 
Cook away from or through the fracas on the beach to a return to gilded 
honour in his home country. But it was appropriate enough that such a 
remarkable man of action should die at his post. C o o k had chosen his 
subordinates well or had been lucky. T h e officers on the third voyage were 
a remarkably intelligent group of men. They suffered much. Clerke who 
took over from C o o k like a veteran was already dying of tuberculosis. 
King in his practical, undogmatic way steered the expedition home in safety. 
T w o of the officers left outstanding journals which appear in this edition in 
full for the first time. Cook in his journals is the complete Englishman 
(whatever his Scottish ancestry), sensible to the highest degree (almost to 
the limit of genius), sensitive too but deficient in imagination and feeling — 
necessary deficiencies perhaps for a great commander . William Anderson 
in his journal (pt. II, pp. 7 2 1 - 9 8 6 ) is almost the complete Scotsman, 
thorough, scientific, precise, the dominie at sea. David Samwell, surgeon of 
the Discovery, is the complete Welshman, sensitive, volatile, perceptive, full 
of the nuances of behaviour in the culture-contact o f Europeans and the 
peoples of the Pacific basin. H e alone has claims to independent literary 
distinction. In some ways Samwell is the Banks of the third voyage: Banks's 
journal of the first voyage supplements Cook in a not wholly dissimilar way, 
but Samwell is not so much the scientist and much m o r e the natural writer 
than Banks. The counter-point of these journals with that of C o o k is often 
fascinating, the overall picture from Cook, the remarkable powers of 
observation of Anderson, the penetration and sensibility (in the eighteenth 
century sense) of Samwell. Just as each put into the spelling and pronuncia-
tion of names and words Yorkshire English, broad Scots o r Welsh values, 
so too we have Anderson writing the choreography of the Tongan dancers, 
Samwell being the producer-critic, C o o k reporting briefly but cogently on 
the context of their performance. There were other notable journals too, 
Clerke and King making up the primary narrative in a worthy manner after 
Cook's death; Burney, Williamson and Edgar all supplying touches o f 
information or atmosphere or attitude which are of value t o the completion 
of the total picture. 

The art o f Professor Beaglehole in putting together this magnificent 
panorama is that which aims at concealing art. There is, it is true, a fine 
introduction of over two hundred pages which surveys the whole progress 
of the expedition from start to finish, ponders on its problems, its per-
sonalities, its sources. This will rank as the standard, the classic account 
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of the voyage and the definitive review o f the achievements of Captain 
C o o k and his officers in it. But the editor who adds explanation to Cook, 
and brings in scraps of other journals to point details or to explain instances 
keeps in the background throughout the greater part of the long editorial 
voyage. The annotation of the journals has meant an immensity of labour, 
but it is never obtrusive and always precise, apt, final. T h e decision to 
print Anderson and Samwell in full as complements to Cook, while using 
the other journals as supplements where necessary, was undoubtedly the 
best policy, and produces the most effective result — though several of 
these subsidiary journals are worthy of publication on their own account. 
T h e careful lists of the ships' companies, the concise but all-inclusive 
calendar o f documents, and a full index make up a fine as well as a 
scholarly book. There is also a fine gallery of illustrations, though I cannot 
say f rom a personal standpoint that I find John Webber, who did the 
greater number of those reproduced, as sympathetic or as perceptive as 
Sydney Parkinson on the first voyage. T o work through nearly two thousand 
pages of words covering land and sea, men and plants, artifacts and fishes 
is an experience in the resuscitation of the past for which Captain Cook and 
his men are basically responsible, but for making the scene accessible, 
intelligible and coherent the entrepreneurial and literary labours o f a great 
historian were vital. 
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T H E P R I C E of this book is large, but so are its volume and format. It 
contains forty-five maps, most redrawn from extant historical charts. The 
theme is the European exploration of the 'Islands of Solomon', defined as 
the islands immediately east of N e w Guinea which c a m e to be known by 
that n a m e (they formerly included the Santa Cruz group and Espiritu Santo). 
After tracing ideas current at the time of Mendana's voyage from Peru to 
the Solomons in 1 5 6 7 - 9 concerning the biblical Ophir, an antipodean conti-
nent and lands of Inca tradition, the author deals with the inception of and 
courses followed on this voyage, when most of the islands of the southern 
sector of the Solomons from Choiseul to Santa Catalina were discovered. 
Surveys of Mendana's expedition o f 1 5 9 5 , when Santa Cruz (Ndeni) and 
adjacent islands were discovered, and of Pedro Fernandez de Quiros's 
encounters in 1 6 0 6 with the Duff Islands, Tikopia, some of the Banks 
Islands, and Espiritu Santo, fill out the epochal early discovery phase. 
Jack-Hinton then proceeds to Carteret 's rediscovery and recognition of 
Mendana's Santa Cruz in 1 7 6 7 , his rediscovery of Malaita in the southern 
Solomons without recognition of its prior discovery by Mendana's first 
expedition, and his discovery of Kilinailau and Buka, Bougainville's redis-
covery and recognition of Espiritu Santo and passage between Choiseul and 
Bougainville, Surville's skirting of the southern sector of the Solomons, and 
various eighteenth-century views on the geography of the western Pacific 
and further contributions to its exploration, including those of Callander, 
Dalrymple, Cook, Buache, Maurelle, Read, L a Perouse, Shortland, and 


