Notes
New Zealand Resources for
Research in Early Modern
British History
IT is a common attitude that research in the Tudor and Stuart periods is
impossible in New Zealand. My contention is that it is just as feasible as
most postgraduate work in New Zealand and Pacific history. New Zealand
as a whole is, in this respect, as well equipped as most British provincial
universities; and considerably better equipped than some.i
Almost all secondary works can be obtained through an efficient interloan service. The great nineteenth and early twentieth century series of
official and society publications of source materials are almost all available.
The General Assembly Library in Wellington, for example, has full sets
of Lords and Commons Journals, Calendars of State Papers, Letters and
Papers of Henry VIII, Acts of the Privy Council, Historical Manuscript
Commission Reports, and Camden and Parker Society publications. In fact
an immense amount of historical material published in Britain seems to
have been provided to the General Assembly Library on something like a
copyright library basis, since the last quarter of the nineteenth century.
Most of this has never been used and one can, in working with the Calendars of State Papers for instance, enjoy the pioneer pleasure of pagecutting as one works.
In 1938 University Microfilms embarked on a project to microfilm every
item in Pollard and Redgraves' A Short-Title Catalogue of Books
Printed
in England, Scotland and Ireland, and of English Books Printed
Abroad,
1475-1640 (1926). In 1960 they commenced a similar project based on
Donald Wing's Short-Title Catalogue of Books Printed in England, Scotland, Ireland, Wales and British America and of English Books Printed in
other Countries, 1641-1700 (3 vols., 1945-51). Both series included items
not listed in the S.T.C.'s on which they are based. The Alexander Turnbull
Library in Wellington has subscribed to both series since their inception
and is prepared to offer reels on interloan. About 1,500 reels have been
produced already and with a moderate average of five items per reel, this
1 Some further information on New Zealand's holdings of early printed
material can be found in the following: English Printed Books to 1700 in the
Alexander Turnbull Library, Bibliographical List No. 13, Wellington, 1963;
Jennifer Davison, A preliminary list of books in the Alexander Turnbull Library
dealing with the period of English history 1648-60, Wellington, 1963; W. J.
Cameron, A short-title catalogue of books printed in Britain and British books
printed abroad 1641-1700 held in Australian libraries, Sydney, 1962; and the
New Zealand Library, September-December 1960, January, February, May, June
1961, May, June, September 1965.
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means something approaching seven and a half thousand items of material
published in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries are readily available
on microfilm in New Zealand. These series, by making such a wealth of
material widely available, will revolutionise the study of the early modern
period and there is no reason why New Zealand should not participate in
the revolution.
In terms of pre-1700 printed material in its raw form, there are substantial collections in Wellington (particularly, though not exclusively, at
the Turnbull Library), in Dunedin (the Shoults collection with about three
and a half thousand pre-1800 items) and in Auckland. Elsewhere there
are small but often interesting collections. The great problem is lack of
knowledge of what there is in these scattered collections, and the difficulty
of getting hold of that knowledge where it exists. The Shoults collection,
for example, is largely uncatalogued. Victoria University holds over a
hundred pre-1700 items and, a less well-known institution, Saint Mary's
Seminary in Hawkes Bay has 'large numbers' of pre-1800 books; neither
collection has ever been listed separately. And so one could go on. I estimate
that there are over 500 S.T.C. items in private and institutional collections
outside the main centres of which very little is known. Until we have a
national union catalogue of early printed books this material will not be
exploited to full effect.
Nevertheless in the collections that we do know something about there
is sufficient to suggest certain areas of research that can be pursued, or,
at least, commenced in New Zealand. Early modern travel literature is
extremely well represented in the Turnbull Library, as, of course, are the
works of Dryden, Milton and L'Estrange. There are good bodies of English
Civil War material in the Turnbull Library, and in the Commonwealth
Pamphlets collection in the Auckland public library as well as in smaller
collections elsewhere. Religious polemic and political controversy, scientific
writings and historiography are all well represented, although in a geographically scattered way. Let me give a few examples of research projects
within the Stuart field that have struck me as feasible here. There is sufficient material in the Turnbull Library alone to do work on tract coverage
of the Popish Plot, proceedings against the regicides and the official press
in the Commonwealth period. Ironically, an historian attempting to make
a comprehensive study of the last would have to come to New Zealand
to do it. The Turnbull holds the only complete set of Mercurius
Politicus
in existence; sixteen pages a week for ten years (1650-1660). With supporting material available on Milton and Marchmont Needham not one, but
several, theses could be got out of this alone. There is much worthwhile
work to be done on seventeenth century historiography and here one has
samples of the writings of Richard Baker, George Bate, William Camden,
Nathaniel Crouch, William Dugdale, John Evelyn, Thomas Fuller, Richard
Knolles, Edmund Ludlow, Thomas May, William Rastell, John Selden,
William Somner, John Stow and others. In the field of seventeenth century
science one finds the work of Robert Boyle, Nicholas Culpepper, Kenelm
Digby, John Gerard, Joseph Glanvill, Peter Lowe and John Ray. There is
sufficient basis here for studies of the writings of individuals like L'Estrange,
Prynne, Baxter, Joseph Hall, James Howell, Henry Hammond, Edmund
Bohun, John Rainolds, Henry Sacheverell and John Tillotson.
I have resorted to the tedious expedient of listing names in order to
show that, even in the fairly narrow fields chosen as examples above, there
is variety and depth of material. I am not attempting to suggest the exist-
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ence here of some sort of diffuse antipodean Bodleian. Alas, far from it.
There are obviously many fields of research in this period that could not
be carried through in New Zealand. Most basic and important of all, one
is restricted to non-manuscript material.
Research into New Zealand and Pacific history usually involves travel
abroad, to get access, for example, to Colonial Office and Public Record
Office material generally, and the purchase of quantities of microfilm
material. Equally, of course, work in the early modern period would require
both travel and the purchase of microfilm. The important point is that a
sufficient body of material exists within New Zealand to provide a basis
for preliminary work and the definition of interests such that a limited
period of time abroad can be used to maximum effect. In this respect postgraduate work, based in New Zealand, on the early modern period and on
New Zealand and Pacific history generally are in the same position. Both
are dependent on a reasonably enlightened attitude from the University
Grants Committee.
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Two books published for THE UNIVERSITY OF AUCKLAND
by the OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS
T H E L E G A C Y O F GUILT: A L I F E O F THOMAS K E N D A L L
By Judith Binney
Thomas Kendall, one of the first missionaries sent to New Zealand by the
Church Missionary Society, has become almost a figure of myth. Mrs Binney
keeps her eyes on the facts. In a brilliant analysis, she traces the course of the
tension between Kendall's Evangelical background and his New Zealand
experiences, and determines the surprising origin of his theories about Maori
beliefs.
Illustrated, $5.80
NEW Z E A L A N D L E T T E R S O F THOMAS A R N O L D
THE YOUNGER
Edited by James Bertram
The Antipodean adventure of Thomas Arnold, second son of Dr. Arnold of
Rugby, is vividly recorded in these hitherto unpublished letters to his mother
and sisters at Fox How, and to his friend J. C. Shairp. With them is given
(for the first time in complete form) the revealing exchange of letters between
Thomas Arnold and Arthur Hugh Clough over the years 1847-51. 'For the
period . . . of these letters his whole world is recreated. The young man and
his aspirations come wonderfully alive.' The Times.
Illustrated, $7.80
From all good booksellers
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London
New York
Melbourne
Wellington

