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T H E STARTING POINT for any serious study of New Zealand social 
history must surely be the British origins of the settlers. The social 
and cultural background of the immigrants and the forces contribut-
ing to the decision to emigrate will form a vital part of such a study. 
The deep influence of continuing developments in the Old World 
hearthland on the colonial mind must also be taken into account. 
The growing body of British social and agrarian history is steadily 
providing us with materials for the task. This present article concerns 
itself with one significant link between English and New Zealand 
social history of the 1870s that has so far passed largely unnoticed, 
and illustrates its importance by sketching some of its implications 
for one small settlement, that of New Plymouth. 

When New Zealand launched the ambitious 'Vogel' immigration 
scheme, agricultural labourers were its most urgent need. Speaking 
to Vogel's 1870 financial statement, J. C. Richmond criticised the 
Wakefield idea of introducing 'full-blown British society' into New 
Zealand. *We require bone and sinew', he maintained, 'in far greater 
proportion than any other ingredient of civilised life.'1 He was 
doubtless aware that this would need to be skilled bone and 
sinew — expert in handling the plough, the scythe, the shears, the 
adze. He recommended recruiting in the south-west of England, 
whence the foundation stock of his own electorate had come, as the 
Devonshire and Dorset labourers had not 'arrived at the condition of 
improvement' enjoyed by those in the northern counties. But he 
warned of failure unless the great attraction of land-ownership was 
offered. Hugh Carleton, member for Bay of Islands, reiterated this 
warning. While expressing a hearty desire for an immigration pro-
gramme, he considered it the height of folly to suppose that a large 
number of men could be got out from the country parts of England, 
'labourers well accustomed to hard and agricultural labour. He 
reminded the House of the meagre results of the efforts of excellent 
agents sent home in 1863 to recruit such immigrants.2 

1 NZPD, VII (1870), 275. 
2 NZPD, VIII (1870), 393. 
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There were good grounds for scepticism regarding the Fox cabinet's 
ambitious immigration plans. Although a period of economic distress 
had raised the average annual emigration from the United Kingdom 
to 193,854 over the years 1869-71 (compared with a 157,183 average 
for the decade to 1870)3, the number of male agricultural workers 
emigrating in 1869-71 had averaged only 1,600 a year.4 In view of 
the strong competition for these men from North American and 
Australian agents the prospects facing Isaac Featherston when he 
arrived in London as Agent-General in July 1871 were far from en-
couraging. He had first to enlist staff for the task. He retained some 
provincial agents, such as the Rev. Peter Barclay, a Presbyterian 
minister with New Zealand experience who had worked in Scotland 
for Hawke's Bay Province. A few returned New Zealand colonists 
were also appointed, one of the most useful being Charles Carter 
(1822-1896) who had been a successful contractor in Wellington 
Province. He had been prominent in the affairs of the Wairarapa 
Small Farms Association which had founded Greytown and Master-
ton, and had had experience in recruiting English immigrants in 1864. 
The basic core of full-time staff was supplemented by over a hundred 
local immigration agents (estate agents, schoolteachers, booksellers 
and the like) whose task was to distribute advertisements and appli-
cation forms, make contact with intending emigrants, and assist the 
full-time agents by means of their local knowledge. 

In the conditions prevailing in 1871, this extensive recruitment 
organisation achieved little. Scotland and Cornwall had seemed 
among the more promising fields, but visits by Barclay to the former 
and by Carter to the latter, met with little encouragement. Carter 
worked with an experienced local agent, advertised widely by news-
paper and poster for about six weeks, and addressed meetings wher-
ever there was sufficient interest, yet succeeded in getting only two 
firm applications.5 In accounting for this, Carter mentioned a general 
revival of trade, and the competition of unceasing immigration to 
North America. But the greatest difficulty was the poverty of the 
labouring class. Carter was working to regulations which required 
a family of four adults6 to have at least £30 in cash for passage 
money, equipment for the journey, and travel to the port of em-
barkation. Yet this was an amount that 'nine out of every ten agri-
cultural labourers in Cornwall, and other parts of England and 
Scotland as well, never expected to be possessed of. A few months 
later, when Messrs Brogden recruited Cornish labourers for their 
railway contracts, Carter examined them on behalf of the New Zea-
land government. He reported that all they had was a scanty supply 

3 Calculated from figures in W. A. Carrothers, Emigration from the British 
Isles, London, 1929, p. 308. 

* J. P. D. Dunbabin, The Incidence and Organization of Agricultural Trades 
Unionism in the 1870s', Agricultural History Review, XVI (1968), 138, footnote 
3 5 Carter to Featherston, 1 November 1871, AJHR, 1872, D-1A, p. 5. 

6 Children 12 years old and upwards counted as adults. 
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of food and raiment. They could not pay £1 for their bedding and 
cooking utensils for the voyage, nor provide an outfit and pay their 
railway fare to London. They were only able to emigrate when 
Brogden's agent agreed to pay these expenses.7 The situation facing 
the New Zealand immigration drive may be briefly summed up. Few 
agricultural labourers were emigrating. The majority were too poor 
to pay any part of their passage money. Even providing the required 
outfit was beyond the means of most. Those who did emigrate could 
not be expected to choose far-distant New Zealand, of which scarcely 
anyone had heard, in preference to North America, which was so 
much nearer and better known. Steeped in poverty, burdened with 
debts, dispirited and ignorant of the outside world, the British rural 
labourers were apparently beyond the reach of the call from the far-
distant colony in the South Pacific. Nothing but a change of revolu-
tionary proportions in the British rural scene could start a worthwhile 
flow of emigration to New Zealand. 

It was New Zealand's good fortune that no sooner had Feather-
ston's immigration organisation taken shape than a great 'Revolt of 
the Field' stirred English rural society to its core, and within a year 
or two was filling a stream of New Zealand immigrant ships. From 
a mere 1,400 male rural agricultural workers emigrating from the 
United Kingdom in 1871, the figure rose to 2,500 in 1872, 3,700 in 
1873, and a peak of 6,900 in 1874.8 The meteoric rise of Joseph Arch, 
and the founding and phenomenal initial success of the National 
Agricultural Labourers' Union, together with the great lock-out by 
the farmers in 1874, are events whose importance to New Zealand 
colonisation is second only to their place in English agricultural 
history. On a bleak evening in February 1872 Arch addressed his first 
meeting under a chestnut tree at Wellesbourne in Warwickshire. So 
rapidly did the movement spread that on Good Friday, 29 March 
1872, at Leamington, an organisation embracing the whole country 
was founded. Fittingly, Carter, the New Zealand agent, was present, 
although the significance of the movement for immigration was yet 
to become apparent. Carter reported to Featherston as follows: 

In conjunction with Mr A. Brogden, I proceeded [to Leamington] and 
attended the great gathering of farm labourers which took place in the 
Town Hall of that town on the 29th March last, but the excitement about 
the 'Union' was so great that, I regret to say, these sturdy and well behaved 
labourers could not be induced to attend a meeting we had called to explain 
to them the benefits to be derived from immigration to New Zealand. A 
Canadian lecturer, offering free grants of land, was equally unsuccessful. 
However, next day we made arrangements for a future meeting, and after 
all I was able to select twelve adults for the 'Schiehallion'.9 

7 Carter to Featherston, 22 May 1872, AJHR, 1872, D-1B, p. 11. 
8 Dunbabin, p. 138. The figures are derived from GBPP, 1876, XLII, and 

from the annual returns of the Emigration Commissioners. 
9 Carter to Featherston, 22 May 1872, AJHR, 1872, D-1B, p. 11. 
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By May a large part of rural England had been aroused, and at a 
congress held at Leamington, attended by representatives from 26 
counties, the National Agricultural Labourers' Union was launched. 

The movement which Arch spearheaded took the labourers' em-
ployers and the country at large by surprise: 'It was as if the dead 
had come to life . . . . It had seemed to us impossible that there should 
be any stirring of the dry bones. The agricultural labourer had seemed 
hopeless. The serfs of the plough had lost even the aspiration to be 
free men.'10 There seemed good reason to believe that the 'serfs of 
the plough' were thoroughly cowed and incapable of grasping the 
rights of free men. As E. W. Martin points out, the property elite 
had established a leadership 'in both the organisational and psycholo-
gical senses'.11 The social roles of squirearchy and clergy dominated 
the institutions of rural England to form a powerful oligarchy, none 
the less potent because much of the control was exerted by means 
of ceremony and custom rather than by legal right. From early child-
hood the labouring class were schooled in an obeisance of mind 
towards their rulers and 'betters', which went far deeper than the 
outward curtsey and touching of the forelock. To break the code was 
to put oneself outside the ranks of the 'deserving poor', and to deepen 
one's miseries by setting oneself against the grain of the established 
order. Nor would the labourers easily forget the lessons of the early 
1830s. In blind reaction to the misery of hard times, the rural poor 
of south-east England had hit out in riots, machine-breaking and 
arson. Far from showing any sympathy, the government had sent 
troops to quell the disorders, and although the only life lost had been 
that of one of the rioters, nineteen, rural workers were executed, 480 
men and boys were transported to Australia, and hundreds were 
imprisoned.12 There was every reason to believe that the rural lab-
ourer had been thoroughly taught his lesson. Meanwhile the great 
industry of which he was the skilled craftsman got on with its task 
of feeding the growing nation. The years 1840-70 were the 'Golden 
Age' of English agriculture. Output rose almost as fast as the popu-
lation, and it is estimated that as late as 1868 80% of the United 
Kingdom's food was home grown. 

Some of the main features and trends of English agriculture must 
be sketched, before I return to the origins of the union movement. 
The characteristic division of English rural society into the three 
tiers of landlord, farmer, and landless labourer had become more 
widespread, partly as a result of the continued decline of the yeoman, 
the owner-occupier of a small holding, an intermediate class; partly 
due to the further extension of enclosures, which removed the lab-
ourers' claims of property in the land. Underlying both these trends 

10 J. Arch, Joseph Arch: The Story of his Life: Told by Himself, London, 
1898, p. xi. The extract consists of a quotation (source not specified) used by 
the Countess of Warwick in her introduction to the book. 

11 E. W. Martin, The Shearers and the Shorn, London, 1965, p. 18. 
12 E. J. Hobsbawn & G. Rude, Captain Swing, London, 1969, p. 262. 
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was a long-term tendency towards larger farming units — the result 
of economic and technical influences favouring larger farms. In a 
wide diversity of English farming conditions, customs and practices, 
some fairly clear-cut regional distinctions stand out. Two with con-
siderable significance for New Zealand immigration were the east/ 
west division into 'Corn' and 'Grazing' counties, and the north/south 
division into high and low wage regions.13 The grazing counties of 
the north and west, following the Agricultural Returns division, con-
sisted of eighteen million acres, as against fourteen and a half million 
for the corn counties of the south and east. The grazing counties 
had many more holdings over five acres in size, and a much lower 
ratio of farm workers to farmers, than the corn counties. At the 1871 
census the grazing counties had 55% of England's population, the 
corn counties 45%. The north/south division into high and low wage 
regions was largely a result of the industrial revolution. As the north 
industrialised the demand for labour tended to raise farm wages, 
while the decay of old crafts in the south left a surplus of labour 
dependent upon agriculture. From the mid-nineteenth century, falling 
grain prices and rising livestock prices tended to reinforce the earlier 
wage difference. It is not surprising to find that the agricultural lab-
ourers' unions were strongest in the corn counties, and that they made 
practically no impact on the high wage northern counties. In rural 
social relations there was a further significant contrast between corn 
and grazing counties. 'Indoor' farm servants (servants living in the 
farmer's home) had declined in the corn counties, but tended to in-
crease in the grazing counties, between 1851 and 1871.14 Indoor 
servants were more necessary to pastoral than to arable farming, but 
there was also a change in attitudes in the corn counties, so that 
farmers no longer wished to have close relations with their labourers. 
Over the years of the 'Golden Age', the increasing affluence of the 
farmers, together with the long-term trend towards larger farms, led 
to a flowering of social pretensions. As Joseph Arch expressed it, the 
farmers' wives now wanted to 'play the piano, dress fine, make calls 
and ape the country gentry', while the farmers began to 'hunt, and 
shoot, and play the fine gentleman at ease'.15 From the middle of the 
century the farm house was often rebuilt outside the village.16 Mean-
while, relations between farmers and landlords were, in general, good, 
and tending to become even better.17 

13 See C. S. Orwin & E. H. Whetham, History of British Agriculture 1846-
1914, London, 1964, p. 122, for the corn/grazing division. It was introduced into 
the official Agricultural Returns in 1868. For the high-low wage division see 
James Caird, British Agriculture in 1850-51, 2nd. ed., London, 1968, frontispiece 
map and pp. 480, 512-6. 

Dunbabin, pp. 123-4. 
15 Arch, Life, p. 30. 
16 J. P. D. Dunbabin, 'The "Revolt of the Field": the Agricultural Labourers' 

Movement in the 1870s', Past and Present, XXVI (1963), 74. 
17 ibid. 
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The farmers' hostility to the established church had faded since 
the transfer in 1836 of the liability for tithes from the occupier of 
land to the owner. As squire, farmer and clergyman drew closer 
together, the labourer became increasingly isolated. Instead of bridg-
ing the gap, village religion too often served to widen it. As Miss 
Ashby writes, when gentility invaded the farmhouse, then was the 
time 'for a common religion to support a reasonable man's sense of 
common humanity. But instead the labourers built the "Primitive" 
chapel. They must get away even from more prosperous Methodists 
into their own place . . . ,'18 Meanwhile, too many vicars followed 
the pattern of those at Tysoe, bringing the views of their patrons' 
dinner tables to the village, and planting high hedges between them-
selves and their 'parishioners' whom they could no longer regard as 
'neighbours'.19 

The labourers' living conditions varied greatly, but the general 
picture was a depressing one. The cottages were often wretchedly 
small and badly built. In the 1850s nearly half had only one bedroom, 
some only one room. A whole family, often of three generations, had 
to live, cook, eat, wash and sleep in this confined space. In the low 
wage areas labourers could not afford an adequate diet even in good 
times. Meat was a luxury, generally reserved for Sundays only. Sig-
nificantly, offences against the Game Laws were greatest in the corn 
counties, and most frequent in the years of greatest distress.20 In 
hard times Sunday dinner would be enriched by nothing more than 
a little melted butter or grease on the potatoes. Toast water was the 
common substitute for tea. In the corn region, irregularity of income 
increased the hardship. Winter meant much unemployment, reduced 
wages, and no payment on wet days, while at harvest time wages 
rose to their highest, and there was further remuneration in kind. 
Grazing county workers were in general better paid, their income was 
more evenly spread, leading to better home management, and living 
in' was associated with later marriages and smaller families. These 
were further encouraged by the much better chance of getting onto 
a farm of one's own if one saved a little capital. 

Corn county farmers made a practice of turning off the single men 
first each winter, so as to reduce the burden of poor relief. As a 
consequence, youths of seventeen not uncommonly wed girls of fifteen 
and bred up large families. The children had to contribute to the 
family income from an early age. Many worked in public gangs, for 
gangmasters who contracted for certain kinds of work. In this and 
other ways children became an economic asset, providing some 
security against starvation should the breadwinner be taken ill. But 
by the 1870s the large family, especially of young children, was 
becoming a handicap. The 1869 Gangs Act forbade employment of 

is M. K. Ashby, Joseph Ashby of Tysoe 1859-1919, Cambridge, 1961, p. 12. 
is ibid. 
20 F. M. L. Thompson, English Landed Society in the Nineteenth Century, 

London, 1963, p. 143. 
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children under eight in gangs, and in 1873 all employment of children 
under eight was forbidden. The 1870 Education Act, and more es-
pecially Lord Sandon's Act of 1876, brought the principle of com-
pulsion into elementary education. All this meant much hardship for 
families with young children, and the wide currency of Joseph Arch's 
ironic grace is not surprising: 

O Heavenly Father bless us, 
and keep us all alive, 
There are ten of us to dinner 
and food for only five. 

Nor did emigration commonly offer a way out, for large families were 
not popular with the colonial governments. To the good fortune of 
many an agricultural labourer, the New Zealand authorities, desper-
ate for manpower, relaxed restrictions of this kind over the crucial 
years of the 'Revolt of the Field'. 

The unexpected revolt of the rural labourers is to be accounted 
for partly by the slow but continuous spread of education and 
literacy. The quiet work of schools, chapels, newspaper reading 
rooms, and circulating libraries had brought the day when news-
paper reports and printed propaganda could be a potent force in 
arousing the agricultural labourer. Dunbabin has pointed out that the 
uprising of the 1830s produced no literature, depending instead on 
rumour for its spread, but the revolt of the 1870s relied on the printed 
word, and had its own widely circulating newspapers.21 The railways 
had also served to widen the horizon and raise the aspirations of the 
rural worker. Village Methodism was very important in finding and 
training the leaders of the revolt, and giving the labourers experi-
ence in mutual action.22 Arch, like many other of the union leaders, 
had gained his experience in public speaking as a Primitive Metho-
dist lay preacher. Dunbabin reports that there seems to be some 
correlation between the incidence of unionism and that of noncon-
formist places of worship.23 Another influence in arousing the lab-
ourers was the Royal Commission of 1867, on the employment of 
women and children in agriculture. Its investigations, report, and the 
resulting widespread public discussion, both stirred the rural workers, 
and showed them that they had influential friends and advocates in 
other ranks of society. 

Although, for propaganda purposes, the leaders of the rural lab-
ourers maintained that the prosperity of the 'Golden Age' had passed 
them by, research indicates that between 1851 and 1871 real wages 

21 Dunbabin, 'The "Revolt of the Field"', p. 72. 
22 On this see e.g. Ashby, pp. xi, 42; Ernest Selley, Village Trade Unions in 

Two Centuries, London, 1919, pp. 47-48; H. A. Clegg et al., A History of British 
Trade Unions Since 1889, Oxford, 1964, I, 36. While Primitive Methodism was 
particularly important, the Wesleyan contribution appears also to have been 
considerable, despite the continuing political conservatism of the Wesleyan 
national leadership. 

2 3 Dunbabin, 'Agricultural Trades Unionism in the 1870's', p. 129. 
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had been rising, though by less than one per cent per annum.24 E. L. 
Jones has made out a good case for a crucial change taking place 
during the 1850s, from conditions of labour glut to a 'partial, but 
structural, shortage of labour'.25 The seasonality of farm work, and 
the wide variation in local conditions, have tended to mask the signs 
of a general improvement in conditions. But better cottages were 
being built, allotments were spreading, chapels were being built and 
branches of friendly societies were multiplying in rural areas. Behind 
this general improvement lies the fact that continued emigration from 
the rural districts (both to the cities and overseas) had left a con-
siderably reduced labour force to handle more work, so that at least 
at the busy seasons the balance of advantage had shifted to favour 
the employee. The 'Revolt of the Field' would appear to have been 
triggered by a surge of anger when a reversal of this trend frustrated 
the labourers' rising hopes. A fall in returns from arable land brought 
wage rates in the corn counties under strain from the mid 1860s on. 
There were, of course, plenty of other causes for anger and resent-
ment. The increasing social isolation of the labourer, the growing 
pretensions of clergy and farmers, and the irritation of churchmen 
at the rapid rise of nonconformity in the 1860s,26 all contributed to 
the rising tensions. If Arch's experience is any guide, despotic 'lady 
popes' among the parsons' wives were among the worst offenders.27 

The Poaching Prevention Act of 1862, empowering police search with-
out warrant, also gave an opening for petty tyranny.28 

The movement towards unionism began in the later 1860s, with a 
number of sporadic local efforts, mainly aimed at sponsoring migra-
tion to higher-paid districts, and in general opposed to strikes. Arch's 
union gauged more accurately the mood of the rural workers, and 
adopted from the outset the policy of making a firm but courteous 
approach to the farmers of a district, setting out the minimum accept-
able wages. If the farmers refused to meet the demands, a strike 
followed. Workers would then be assisted to migrate to better paid 
jobs elsewhere, but in the early stages of the union Arch was rather 
opposed to emigration overseas. Immigration agents received little 
encouragement from the union movement until both leaders and men 
began to have doubts about rapidly attaining their objectives in the 
homeland. 

Joseph Arch (1826-1919) was well placed to lead the rural revolt. 
His work of contract mowing and hedgecutting took him far afield 
over the Midland counties, and this, together with his lay preaching, 

24 T. W. Fletcher, 'The Great Depression in English Agriculture 1873-1896', 
in Essays in Agrarian History, ed. W. E. Minchinton, Newton Abbot, 1968, II, 
242. 

25 E. L. Jones, 'The Agricultural Labour Market in England, 1793-1872', 
Economic History Review, 2nd. Series, II (1964), 322-38. 

26 On this see e.g. G. Kitson Clark, The Making of Victorian England, London, 
1962, pp. 187-9. 

27 Arch, Life, pp. 7, 51-53. 
28 ibid., pp. 147-53. 



28 ROLLO ARNOLD 

both made him widely known among the rural workers, and gave 
him a good knowledge of their conditions. Unlike many of his fellows, 
he was in no danger of losing his job because of his opinions, and 
having inherited a cottage, he could not be turned out of doors for 
following an independent line. By persistent effort, he had achieved 
a good level of self-education. C. R. Carter, meeting him for the first 
time at the Leamington meeting of Good Friday 1872, described him 
as strongly built, fluent in speech and strong in voice, a man who 
looked as if he had lived hard, and worked hard. Of his address that 
day Carter wrote, 'I thought his speech the most heart-stirring and 
manly address I had ever heard delivered by a working-man.'29 On 
this occasion Carter had two interviews with him on emigration to 
New Zealand. Arch did not favour the idea. Later, when events 
changed his outlook, he favoured Canada, which he visited in 1873 
by invitation of the Canadian government. Yet, writing in 1874, Carter 
maintained that New Zealand had received thousands of farm lab-
ourers who would never have emigrated but for Arch's movement.30 

Over the next year or two New Zealand's immigration effort and the 
union movement are interesting both for the parallels they offer, and 
for the close interaction between their programmes. The two organi-
sations were hurriedly improvised within months of each other. Both 
aimed to reach and persuade the rural labourer. Neither was a tidy 
unity. The New Zealand immigration programme was complicated 
by the competing interests of the various provinces,31 and by the 
recruitment campaigns of Messrs Brogden,32 and of the Emigrant and 
Colonist's Aid Corporation, which ran parallel to, and somewhat in 
competition with, Featherston's main campaign. The union movement 
was similarly untidy. Arch's National Agricultural Labourers' Union 
embraced perhaps two-thirds of the unionists, but many opted for 
a very loose Federal Union, whose main sections were centred on 
Lincolnshire and Kent. Moreover, branches of Arch's Union itself 
often followed divergent policies. Thus the Oxford branch opted for 
overseas migration from the start, while Arch was still cold to the 
idea.33 

Despite the cool response, Featherston and his team continued to 
court the unions. On 16 October 1872, the Rev. Gideon Smales, in 
reporting to Featherston, referred to two visits he had paid to the 
leaders of the union in Leamington.34 Featherston himself maintained 
a correspondence with the union leaders.35 These efforts paid off 
when the unions had to reshape their strategy in the face of increas-

29 C. R. Carter, Life and Recollections of a New Zealand Colonist, 3 vols., 
London. 1866-75, III, 228. 

so ibid., p. 228. 
31 See e.g. AJHR, 1872, D-1A, p. 6. 
32 See AJHR, 1873, D-2A, p. 16, for Brogden's recruiting competing with 

Featherston's. 
33 Dunbabin, 'Agricultural Trades Unionism in the 1870's', p. 134. 
34 AJHR, 1873, D-2D, p. 16. 
35 AJHR, 1874, D-3, pp. 39, 54. 
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ingly effective organised opposition by the farmers. In April 1873 
the farmers of the Essex and Suffolk Association began a successful 
lock-out of union members. In a memorial dated 15 May 1873, signed 
by Arch and his committee and forwarded through J. S. Wright, 
Chairman of the Birmingham Liberal Association, the National Union 
put the plight of the English rural worker before the New Zealand 
parliament, and appealed for free passages to the colony.36 The 
under-secretary for immigration replied, merely putting them in touch 
with the Agent-General, but when Vogel assumed the Immigration 
portfolio the following October, he sent a second reply, telling of the 
government's recent decision to give free passages to suitable immi-
grants, requesting the union's aid in recruiting, and inviting Arch, 
or someone appointed by him, to visit New Zealand at the Colony's 
expense.37 

From then on the work of the unions and of the New Zealand 
immigration organisation became increasingly complementary. Union 
newspapers carried New Zealand immigration advertisements,38 and 
supported them by editorials39 and news items. On 23 December 
1873 C. Holloway, a senior officer of the National Union, sailed for 
New Zealand in response to Vogel's invitation, accompanying a con-
siderable body of agricultural labourers from Oxford, Warwick and 
Gloucestershire.40 New Zealand agents frequently addressed union 
meetings in the interests of immigration. Thus, on 27 January 1874, 
Carter addressed a large meeting of farm labourers at Islip, Oxford-
shire, to assist the secretary of the Oxford district of the union to 
enlist a large body of rural labourers to emigrate with him to New 
Zealand. About fifty were procured at the meeting, and Carter ap-
proved over one hundred more in the next few days.41 The emigration 
of union leaders, accompanying parties of labourers, became quite 
common as the rural conflict deepened.42 Union leaders also began 
increasingly to act as emigration agents.43 Union funds were exten-
sively used to assist emigration. In the 1874-5 financial year the 
National Union spent just on £6,000 on migration and emigration, 
apparently giving emigrants £1 each, and migrants 10s.44 

On 21 March 1874 the farmers of Newmarket locked out all union 
men. The lock-out spread over much of eastern and southern Eng-

36 AJHR, 1873, D-1A, p. 6. 
37 AJHR, 1874, D-l, p. 6. 
38 Vogel to Featherston, 25 October 1873, AJHR, 1874, D-l, p. 10. Im 6/76/ 

548, National Archives, Wellington, contains correspondence occasioned by a 
New Zealand criticism of the wording of an agent's advertisement in a union 
newspaper. 

39 An extract from an editorial will be quoted below. 
«AJHR, 1874, D-3, pp. 28, 29. 
« Carter to Featherston, 5 February 1874, AJHR 1874, D-3, p. 41. See Carter, 

Life and Recollections, pp. 228-9, for descriptions of later meetings. 
42 See Featherston to Minister for Immigration, 23 September 1874, AJHR, 

1875, D-2, p. 19, for further examples. 
43 Dunbabin, 'Agricultural Trades Unionism in the 1870s', pp. 137-8. 
44 F. E. Green, A History of the English Agricultural Labourer 1870-1902, 

London, 1920, p. 45. 
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land, putting about 10,000 labourers out of work. The Lincolnshire 
Labour League came to a compromise agreement with the farmers, 
but the National fought on till 27 July, when the executive advised 
the men to return to work to gather in the harvest, while at the same 
time reaffirming the policy on migration and emigration. The lock-
out greatly weakened the unions, but by rendering a strike policy 
impractical it gave an added impetus to emigration. Featherston, 
reading the signs of the times in April 1874, wrote: 

It is infinitely easier to procure 40,000 emigrants, now that the Agricultural 
Unions have taken up emigration, than it was to obtain 5,000 when they 

were opposed to it. All the Unions are working heartily with me, being 
convinced that they can only hope to succeed in their present struggle by 
shipping off the surplus labour. The number sent away has already had a 
very appreciable effect in the labour market in certain districts in the 
County of Kent, and the employers are so alarmed that they constantly 
refuse to sign certificates of character for intending emigrants. The stream 
thus set flowing will not easily be stemmed, especially if the reports sent 
home by emigrants to their friends continue as favourable and encouraging 
as hitherto.45 

The union's emigration policy often developed a millenarian note, 
and was frequently presented with a strong Biblical appeal. Thus 
the Labourers' Union Chronicle46 in an editorial entitled 'Labourers, 
Away to New Zealand', issued the following call: 

Not a farm labourer in England but should rush from the old doomed 
country to such a paradise as New Zealand. . . . The exiled labourers will 
be requited for their ages of suffering as a class in the Eden of New Zea-

land, and avenged for all the spoliation they have suffered from the plun-
dering landed aristocracy, and a mean, thoughtless set of farmers by leav-
ing them . . . , by taking themselves off as fast as ships and steamers will 
take them to the land of promise; — A GOOD LAND — . . . A LAND 
OF OIL, OLIVES AND HONEY; — A LAND WHEREIN THOU 
MAY'ST EAT BREAD WITHOUT SCARCENESS: THOU SHALT NOT 

LACK ANYTHING IN IT. 
Away, then, farm labourers, away! New Zealand is the promised land 

for you; and the Moses that will lead you is ready. 

Holloway, returning from New Zealand, made the same call, telling 
his rural listeners that he believed Joseph Arch had been raised up 
by Divine Providence "to be the deliverer of the farm labourers, as 

Moses was to be the deliverer of the Israelites'.47 The farm labourers 
responded in an exodus of nearly 26,000 male agricultural workers, 
with their tens of thousands of dependents, over the five years 1874-8. 

«AJHR, 1874, D-3, p. 54. 
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Margaret Ashby describes what this meant for the village of Tysoe. 
The cottages, just recovering from the denudedness wrought by hard 
times earlier in the century, were again stripped to give the emigrants 
the required blankets, sheets, clothes, brushes and knives. Worse 
than this, the men and boys who went tended to be 'the more forceful 
and bright characters, the darlings of the families'. Emigration took 
several of the ablest families, and the village perhaps never quite 
recovered from the blow.48 That it was the best men who refused 
to bow to the farmers' retaliation is a judgement widely supported. 
'The bulk of them were picked men', Joseph Arch wrote, 'the drones 
of course would not go.'49 'The best labourers had departed', com-
ments Professor Hasbach.50 But England loss was New Zealand's 
gain. On arrival, some went immediately to pioneer new country, 
mainly in the North Island bush; others met the eager demand for 
labour in the earlier settled farming districts. 

Taranaki was the last of the North Island provinces to gain sub-
stantial benefits from the Public Works and Immigration scheme. 
Isolated by vast tracts of bush, ravaged by the wars, frustrated by 
the wreckage of the mismanaged military settlements of the 1860s, 
and hampered by the still confused status of the confiscated lands, 
the New Plymouth settlement was not in a position to launch out 
immediately on new endeavours. A comparison with Hawke's Bay, 
which had been similarly isolated and threatened in the 1860s, is 
instructive. By 31 May 1874 Hawke's Bay had received 1,870 govern-
ment immigrants, Taranaki only forty-two.51 A road which Fox de-
clared 'the finest in the Colony'52 had been hacked through the 
Seventy Mile Bush and the Manawatu Gorge to break Hawke's Bay's 
isolation. It was firmly held by new bush settlements, mainly of hardy 
Scandinavians. Taranaki's corresponding project, the Mountain Road 
behind Egmont, had merely had the bush felled along the road 
line,53 and was not yet serviceable even as a stock route. No new 
settlements garrisoned the route. A bold forward move, based on 
large-scale immigration and bush settlement, was the obvious solu-
tion of the province's strategic problems. But when, early in 1873, 
F. E. Carrington, the province's superintendent, was at last em-
boldened to request 150 immigrants, they were not forthcoming. 
Immigrants made their own choice of province, and neither the 
Agent-General nor anyone else could dictate which settlement they 
should go to. Largely unknown, or known only on account of the 
Maori threat, Taranaki's call went unheeded. But even if immigrants 

48 Ashby, p. 89. 
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should opt for Taranaki, they might well be waylaid before they got 
there. In the initial contracts under the 1870 scheme, the New Zea-
land Shipping Company had refused to send ships to New Plymouth's 
open roadstead. As Harry Atkinson pointed out in a question to the 
minister, Taranaki needed direct ships as a guarantee against its 
immigrants being inveigled into landing elsewhere.54 It was Atkinson 
also who impressed on the house and the government the need for 
colonial initiatives to break the impasse in Taranaki.55 

On 16 May 1874 Atkinson agreed, at very short notice, to a request 
from Carrington that he lead the provincial government. His five 
months as provincial secretary were of major importance to Tara-
naki's development, as his vigorous measures put it in a position to 
benefit from the flood of agricultural labourer immigrants resulting 
from the English lock-out of 1874. When he met the provincial 
council, Atkinson was able to advise that the general government had 
handed over 110,000 acres of new land along the Mountain Road to 
the province. Although he had not been in office long enough to have 
worked out all the details for developing this land, his estimates 
included a proposed loan of £10,000 from the general government to 
open up a main line through the new blocks. The district roads would 
be largely left to provide employment for the settlers. Two town-
ships were proposed on the new blocks, one inland from New Ply-
mouth, and the other in South Taranaki, inland from Hawera.56 The 
sites for these townships should be felled and sown down in grass.57 

The successful development of this new country, would, of course, 
depend on the province being able to attract a reasonable flow of 
immigrants. To bring this about a motion that 'an Immigration Agent 
be at once appointed to proceed to England' was moved on 23 May 
by John Andrews, and seconded by Atkinson, who informed the coun-
cil that a sum had been placed on the estimates for the purpose.58 

The provincial executive received 'many applications' for the office 
of Immigration Agent.59 There was considerable public interest in 
the venture. One settler, in a letter printed in the Taranaki News of 
27 May 1874, summed up well the qualities the agent should possess. 
He should be 'thoroughly conversant with the present state and future 
prospects of the province' and should be 'endowed with intellectual 
and physical abilities of no mean order, so as to be able to refute 
the arguments of the jealous squire or parson'. It was no good sending 
merely a refined gentleman, as he would be petted by the squire, 
who would be glad to pack off his troublesome and worthless 

54 NZPD, XIV (1873), p. 597. 
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tenants.60 Only a practical farmer could effectively answer all the 
questions that would be asked about the land, the climate, the yield 
of various crops, the best outfit to bring out, and so on. Furthermore, 
since a man anxious to emigrate was often held back by a wife with 
numerous objections that she could not explain to a man, it was 
desirable that the agent be accompanied by a wife prepared to assist 
him in the work. 

William Mumford Burton (1830-93), whose appointment was 
announced early in June,61 met these requirements almost exactly. 
Burton had had twenty-two years in Taranaki, farming at Omata for 
much of this time. He was a good public speaker, and had served for 
some years as a member of the provincial council.62 He was 'a good 
Templar and a dissenter',63 and so would be at one with the leaders 
of the English rural workers. His wife was to accompany him. Late 
in June 1874 New Plymouth farewelled them with a soiree and a 
private party of local leaders.64 Thus assured of the province's deep 
interest, the Burtons set off on their mission. 

Inevitably it would be some time before the efforts of Taranaki's 
own immigration agent bore fruit. Atkinson, anxious that the advance 
into the newly acquired bush blocks should begin in the coming 
summer, pressed Taranaki's claim for some of the shipments already 
on the water. On 9 June 1874 a telegram over Carrington's signature 
was despatched to Vogel — 'When may we expect immigrants? 
Public works at standstill. Must have immigrants.'65 Vogel replied, 
offering one hundred immigrants out of the Waikato, which was daily 
expected in Wellington. Carrington promptly answered accepting 
them and informing Vogel that 'we will send our agent to be present 
when they arrive'.66 Apparently it was Carrington himself, in Well-
ington for the parliamentary session, who met the Waikato when she 
made port on 11 July 1874.67 He was able to persuade 119 of the 
immigrants to settle in Taranaki, and they reached New Plymouth 
by the coastal steamer Luna on 15 July. They were accommodated 
in the immigration barracks, and by Friday 18 July the townsfolk 
had a soiree organised to welcome the first party of any importance 
to come to the province under the 'Vogel' scheme. There was the 
usual plenitude of food and speeches. From the address of Arthur 
Standish, the deputy-superintendent, it can be inferred that the 

60 Obviously the writer envisages the immigrants as tenant farmers. Once 
Burton embarked on recruiting farm labourers, he found this work 'directly 
opposed' to the enlisting of small capitalists, remarking that 'that sort of people 
look upon us as the blackest of the black'. Taranaki Herald, 2 June 1875. 
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English agricultural labourers' unions were responsible for at least 
some of the immigrants. He suggested that 'in the old country, some 
of them might have been mixed up with political societies, trade 
unions &c',68 but assured them that they had come to a country 
where the poor man's vote went as far as the rich man's. 'Here', he 
told them, 'there was no such thing as a landlord to visit them or 
send a note stating that they must vote for his friend, and intimating 
what would follow if they did not do so.' The Taranaki Herald of 3 
February 1875 published a letter received by W. K. Hulke, the New 
Plymouth Immigration Agent, from Alfred Simmons, secretary of the 
Kentish Agricultural and General Labourers' Union, thanking the 
residents of Taranaki for the kind reception accorded to the Kentish 
men on their arrival. A check on shipping records shows that of 119 
Waikato immigrants going to Taranaki, sixty-nine were from Kent 
and ten from neighbouring Sussex, and sixty-two of these were farm 
labourers and their families.69 Although they arrived in the depth 
of winter most of the newcomers quickly found work with the local 
settlers. The remainder were employed by the government on bush 
roads. 

The provincial executive boldly decided to plant the first new 
settlement deep in the bush, its location being decided by the junc-
tion of the road out from New Plymouth via Mangorei, with the 
Mountain Road. In order to follow the lie of the country, and avoid 
a multitude of river crossings, the Mountain Road had been brought 
out of the bush near Lepperton, towards Waitara. Over the years, 
however, settlement had been pressing through the bush from New 
Plymouth, and the difficult mountain streams, treacherous when floods 
poured down their narrow beds, were gradually being spanned. In 
the exceptionally wet winter of 1874, the surveyors marked out the 
roadline as far as its junction with the recently-felled Mountain 
Road,70 and set up camp where the new settlement of Inglewood 
was to be established. A party of the Waikato immigrants were sent 
to begin clearing the site of the future township.71 E. S. Brookes, who 
had just come from Auckland to join the Taranaki survey staff, was 
taken out to the Moa Block with these immigrants, and penned a 
vivid description of the journey in his reminiscences some twenty 
years later.72 

In mid-August 1874 C. Holloway, delegate of the National Agri-
cultural Labourers' Union, visited Taranaki. He visited all districts 
of the settlement, including the newly acquired Moa Block. On the 
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site of Inglewood he was able to interview the Waikato immigrants. 
He was pleased to find that they had been given constant employ-
ment since their arrival at 5 / - per day 'wet or dry'. The authorities 
were about to put them on contract work stone breaking and bush 
felling at generous rates.73 Holloway left Taranaki much impressed 
with its climate, soil, and future prospects.74 

Atkinson's initiative was doubtless responsible for the forwarding 
of further parties of immigrants to Taranaki. On 6 September 1874, 
sixty-nine North European immigrants from the Reichstag reached 
New Plymouth. On 7 September 1874 Atkinson joined Vogel's cabinet 
as Secretary for Crown Lands and (from 10 September) Minister of 
Immigration. He returned to Taranaki and took active measures to 
ensure that 'the opening up of the country and peopling of it' should 
proceed unimpeded.75 He resigned the provincial secretaryship in 
October, but in his new position he continued to further Taranaki's 
interests. He encouraged Carrington to push on with loan expenditure 
to facilitate settlement including 'the building of cottages throughout 
the province for the immigrants expected to arrive'.76 On 30 Novem-
ber 1874 the Hotvrah reached Wellington with 381 government immi-
grants drawn from all parts of the British Isles from the Shetlands 
to the Channel Islands. She had left London just a month after the 
farmers had won their long lock-out in the eastern and southern 
counties. Not surprisingly, nearly two-thirds of her 234 English 
immigrants came from the corn counties. Kent headed the list with 
forty-nine.77 Of this shipload, 235 immigrants were forwarded to New 
Plymouth.78 

On 22 January 1875 the Avalanche landed 250 immigrants at New 
Plymouth. She was Taranaki's first immigrant ship in nearty twenty 
years, and her visit was later described in The New Zealand Mail as 
creating a sensation. Many of the native-born had not seen a vessel 
of her size before. Her immigrants were predominantly English farm 
labourers and their families — 185 from the corn counties (115 of 
them from Kent), only thirty from the grazing counties, and thirty-
five from other parts of Britain.79 The new arrivals quickly found 
employment, most of them with settlers. A few went out to the Moa 
Block,80 but it was evident that a succession of further shipments 
would be needed if the labour hunger of the older settled districts 
was to be sufficiently assuaged to leave a surplus available for the 
rapid development of the Moa Block. Much depended on the success 
of the mission undertaken by William Burton. 
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On arrival in London, Burton came to the conclusion that much 
spadework was needed to make Taranaki known and start a flow of 
emigration to the province. Earlier lecturing agents from New Zea-
land had largely either passed over the province as insignificant, or 
made disparaging comments, and English local agents, who received 
so much per head, found it paid better to get emigrants for the well-
known provinces.81 In consultation with Featherston, Burton decided 
that his best plan would be to settle in a suitable district where there 
was a good local agent, and work the area until he, his wife, and 
Taranaki, were well known there. He decided on North Lincoln-
shire, where the local agent of the village of Laceby, four miles 
inland from Grimsby, had impressed Featherston. This was John H. 
White, a local draper and outfitter, a young man of about 30, with 
a gift for public speaking, which he used as a Wesleyan lay 
preacher.82 He eventually emigrated to New Zealand himself in 
1893, and joined the Wesleyan ministry some time afterwards.83 He 
had worked with a Canterbury agent, Duncan, who toured North 
Lincolnshire in mid-1874, and had accompanied a party of farm 
labourers and their families to London in September 1874, where 
they joined a ship for Canterbury.84 Lincolnshire had some 33,000 
male agricultural labourers, and membership of agricultural labour-
ers' unions reached about 12,600 in 1874-5, the majority belonging to 
the Lincolnshire and Neighbouring Counties Amalgamated Labour 
League, the strongest of the constituent unions of the Federal 
Union.85 

The mature settler from New Zealand, and the younger English 
emigration agent, seem to have established a firm friendship, and 
with valuable assistance from Mrs Burton formed an excellent work-
ing team. Featherston sent Carter to Lincolnshire to assist them.86 

Nevertheless it was some three months before they began to see any 
real fruit for their work. Those most willing to emigrate had already 
gone during the disturbances of the preceding two years, and wages 
had been raised by the farmers, frightened by the exodus. The winter 
was an unseasonable time for meetings and for emigration. But the 
greatest difficulties stemmed from rural ignorance and poverty, and 
from the active opposition of the rural ruling classes. Against these 
obstacles Burton and White campaigned with something of a religious 
fervour. In nineteen cases out of twenty, Burton reported, chapels 
and schoolhouses of all denominations were closed against them.87 

81 Taranaki Herald, 2 June 1875. The public interest in Burton's mission led 
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Sometimes they could get a large room in a public house, though 
farmers might prevent even this, but where they had asked for a 
temperance hall they had never been refused. Often they had no 
option but the open air, even in freezing winter weather. Having 
been forced into the open air on one occasion, they asked a wheel-
wright to move a cart from his shed to give shelter for the speaker 
and women among the listeners. He dared not grant their request 
for fear of the consequences.88 Similarly labourers often did not dare 
to attend lest they offend the farmers, squires and parsons. But even 
if they did attend, and began to show an interest in emigration, there 
were hard battles to be fought before they were finally committed 
to the venture. Writing from Laceby on 9 March 1875, Burton des-
cribed the problems in persuading folk: 

Scarcely ever out of the sound of their own church bells, they can hardly 
realise the existence of any larger place than the village they were born in, 
even in England; and very much more difficult is it to make them believe 
in the existence of another land as large as England. Their perceptive and 
comprehensive powers are dormant, or move so slowly that it takes line 
upon line to renew the impression made, and confirm the faith just be-
ginning to be exercised; and when at last, with half-uplifted eyes, they 
venture to tell the farmer, squire or clergyman that they have made up 
their minds to go to New Zealand, it takes very little from those whom 
all their life they have been accustomed to regard as the repositories of 
learning and truth, to induce them to abandon the idea.89 

Burton was able to report that he had selected his first party to sail 
early in April by the Collingwood. Although they would arrive in 
winter, he was sure they would be taken up, as they were 'real good 
agricultural labourers'. 

The Burtons continued to cultivate others who had shown interest, 
though they reported that it was 'a hand-to-hand fight whether we 
shall persuade them to go, or the squirearchy intimidate them into 
stopping where they are'. Meanwhile they worked hard to smooth 
the path of the first party on whose good reports they were counting 
for the future. There were many difficulties. The local clergyman at 
Laceby was refusing to sign certificates of character, and his wife 
had refused a poor woman who went to ask for some old cast off 
clothes to help her get enough to go with, and warned her not to 
trust the agents, or believe that they had ever been to New Zealand. 
Getting the necessary complement of clothes for the long voyage to 
New Zealand was a great difficulty to many. Writing nearly a month 
later Burton reported that he and his wife were "head over ears in 
work gathering, guiding, directing, providing for, and getting off 
the Collingwood party. Mrs Burton had just gone up to London to 
provide vans to convey the emigrants from the railway terminus to 
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the depôt, and to arrange messes on board ship, so that friends and 
relatives would be together.90 They were a small party of only ninety-
two, but they were given a lively send-off at the station when they 
left London. This was largely due to the close association of the 
Lincolnshire Labour League with the emigration work — a fact on 
which Burton's published correspondence is almost silent, but which 
becomes abundantly clear in a news item on the departure of the 
CoUingwood party reprinted in the Taranaki Herald91 from an Eng-
lish paper. The emigrants are reported as going out under the auspices 
of the League, accompanied by a delegate of the League. William 
Banks, general secretary of the League, was at the station to see them 
off, and was probably responsible for the bands on the men's hats 
with the words 'New Zealand' in red letters. The item reports rumours 
of another lock-out 'on account of the wholesale emigration carried 
on by the League'. 

The Collingwood was a fine, roomy, well-ventilated ship, carrying 
less than her full complement of immigrants; the captain was kind 
and considerate, and the passengers were under the care of a skilful 
and painstaking surgeon.92 She made a good passage, yet there were 
twenty deaths, thirteen of them among the Taranaki party,93 caused 
mainly by scarlatina. Four more deaths occurred during quarantine 
on Somes Island. Nearly all the Lincolnshire families lost two or 
three members. On their release from quarantine, the Taranaki party 
were sent north on the coastal steamer Taupo. She had to bypass 
New Plymouth and go on to the Manukau where endeavours were 
made to prejudice the immigrants against Taranaki and persuade 
them to stay at Auckland. When the Taupo finally anchored at New 
Plymouth on 5 August, the Lincolnshire party of ninety-two had 
dwindled to forty-one.94 It was a disappointing result for all the Bur-
tons' hard work. The Taranaki folk did their best to compensate the 
newcomers for their trials by subscribing generously for a welcome 
tea, a policy which doubtless helped the Burtons in their recruitment 
work in due course. After a month in Taranaki one Collingwood 
couple wrote an enthusiastic letter home which was later used in an 
emigration publication.95 

The Burtons and John White continued their campaign in associa-
tion with the Labour League,96 with increasing success and in face 
of continuing opposition. Mrs Burton's contribution was invaluable 
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as the women folk were usually the hardest to convince, and were 
generally unable to come to the emigration lectures. Fathers and 
brothers appealed to her to assist in persuading wives and daughters, 
and it was reported that 'many of the best families who have come 
out would never have done so but for Mrs Burton's influence'.97 After 
a year of campaigning, Burton concluded that among the legion of 
hindrances to emigration, feminine unwillingness to venture was the 
most powerful.98 The rural hierarchy also continued its opposition, 
both overt and covert, and the local press maintained a steady oppo-
sition. By the end of 1875 Burton reported that most of the leading 
provincial papers of the region had 'had a fling' at the New Zealand 
agents.99 One line of attack was to point out the inconsistencies 
between the accounts Burton and White gave of the land, life and 
climate of Taranaki, and the accounts sent home by the immigrants 
who had earlier gone to Canterbury. In October 1876 Burton was 
able to turn to advantage an attack by a correspondent writing to 
Reynolds weekly newspaper to disparage Taranaki. He backed up 
his personal testimony by quoting from letters he had received from 
immigrants he had selected. One man reported making 8s, 10s and 
even 13s a day at contract work.100 He and another Lincolnshire 
immigrant had just brought themselves a quarter of fine beef at 3d 
a pound. A single man, after eight months residence, wrote: 'I am 
very well pleased I came to New Zealand; I have bought a horse 
and a cow since I have been here. I have £40 a year and all found 
— washing and mending, and everything — my horse runs free of 
charge in my master's field.'101 

Although they were conscious of the limitations of the printed word 
among a class which, as a rule, did not read, the agents made 
judicious use of literature. In 1875 Burton reported distributing 2,000 
handbills at the Lincolnshire Agricultural Exhibition, and again at 
the Yorkshire Exhibition, at Driffield, he stood on one side of the 
road and Mrs Burton on the other, handing bills to all who passed, 
and taking no time off to see the show.102 One is reminded of the 
methods and zeal of contemporary religious evangelism, and indeed 
such motivation is explicitly expressed in one of John White's 
letters.103 He discusses his and Burton's motives, and asserts that 
they would not stir in the matter if they were not convinced that they 
were working 'for the good of man, and (I add it reverently) for the 
glory of God'. In part the religious emphasis arose from their having 
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to fight on ground stipulated by their opponents. It is clear from 
Burton and White's joint publication of 1876, Emigration to New 
Zealand, that a variety of biblical 'arguments' were being used 
against them. The emigrant was likened to the prodigal son (p. 6), 
he was evading his Christian duty to his parents (p. 15), and he was 
failing to obey the injunction to 'be content with such things as ye 
have'. Drawing on the same authority, the writers were able to build 
a strong case for emigration. It was a man's Christian duty to pro-
vide for his family and his own old age, and how could he do this 
on England's meagre wages (pp. 12, 13). In the new country he 
would at last be able to give adequately 'to the Lord his portion' 
(p. 11). It was hinted that the opportunities of the new land were 
the work of divine providence (p. 13), making possible an escape 
from a society that was running on un-Christian lines (p. 69). 

The zeal and persistence of the campaign bore its fruits. On 3 
September 1875 the ship Halcione arrived at New Plymouth with 
278 immigrants, 197 of them from Lincolnshire. On 26 September 
the Chile landed 129 immigrants at New Plymouth, 107 coming from 
Lincolnshire. Among them was William Carter, late of Withern, 
Lincolnshire. Later, at a public meeting in Inglewood on 8 July 1876 
he defended William Burton against accusations that he had mis-
represented conditions in Taranaki. Only one of the Lincolnshire 
immigrants present dissented from the resolution which Carter moved. 
It seems very probable that Carter had been an official of the Lin-
colnshire Labour League, as he reported spending much time in 
Burton's company, and claimed to have attended all Burton's meet-
ings held in his district.104 In March 1876 the Hurunui reached 
Wellington with a shipload for Taranaki, and although some were 
inveigled into settling in Wellington, 146 went on, including seventy-
five from Lincolnshire.105 Many of Burton's recruits were not sent to 
Taranaki, and as he had been transferred to the Agent-General's staff 
there could be no complaint about this. 

Of the 1922 government immigrants which Taranaki received in 
the period 1871-8, 1,672 came in the two years 1 July 1874 to 30 
June 1876. Without the 'Bevolt of the Field' its share of immigrants 
would doubtless have been insignificant. The 1870s would not have 
seen the bold founding of Inglewood deep in the bush, norl the steady 
advance along the Mountain Boad which followed. The story of 
Parihaka might well have run another course. Probably no other 
province owed so much to the labourers' revolt, but all who received 
these immigrants were affected in some measure. Calculations based 
on Khan's figures for the county origins of English "Vogel' immigrants 
to Wellington Province 1872-6 show that 12% of the 5,080 statute 

W4ibid., 26 July 1876. 
105 The figures in this paragraph are derived from passenger lists published 

in the Taranaki Herald on the following dates:- Halcione, 4 & 11 September 
1875; Chile, 29 September 1875; Hurunui, 1 & 8 March 1876. 
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adults received came from the 'corn' counties.106 Only 155 came from 
the twelve northern counties which fall wholly or mainly within 
Caird's high-wage area, and a similar pattern emerges in the partial 
Taranaki records I have examined. These patterns are probably re-
peated in other provinces. Taking into account the fact that in the 
mid-nineteenth century, up to 1869, Irish emigration surpassed Eng-
lish, the strong English predominance in the 1870 'Vogel' immigration 
would be surprising had we not these agrarian developments to 
explain it. 

It remains to briefly hint at some of the implications for New Zea-
land social history. The strong nonconformist element in the union 
movement is reflected in the rapid development of New Zealand rural 
Methodism in the closing quarter of the century.107 The tradition of 
democracy and co-operation which both unionism and village 
Methodism fostered may well have assisted such developments as 
the Small Farm Associations108 and co-operative dairy ventures of 
the same period. The subsequent careers of union officials who came 
to New Zealand might throw light on some trends in local and 
national politics. As yet, this is speculation, but of some hard facts 
we can be sure. For example, the flood of immigrants from the corn 
counties brought to New Zealand an undue proportion of the large 
families for which they were noted. In April 1875 Vogel complained 
to Featherston of the large number of children he was sending, 
quoting the 1874 New Zealand and Queensland figures for compari-
son.109 The labourers' revolt coinciding with the urgent New Zealand 
demand for manpower, impelled the colony into a heavy investment 
in village childhood, the raw material of a rural future. The rapid 
peopling of the North Island in the closing decades of the nineteenth 
century owed much to this fact. How the details of the agrarian 
heritage of such counties as Kent and Lincolnshire were adapted to 
this strange new world is another and more intricate story. 
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100 L. Khan, 'Immigration into Wellington Province 1853-1876', Ph.D. thesis. 
Victoria University of Wellington, 1968, pp. 384-5, Table 44. In my calculations 
I have included the entire Yorkshire figure (148M) in the 'grazing' counties, 
although the East Riding falls within the 'corn' region. The Channel Islands 
figure (102) is also included with the 'grazing' region. 

i°7 In 1874 8.41 per cent of the N.Z. population were Methodists (Census 
1874, p. 56), in 1901 the Methodist figure was 10.86 per cent (Census 1901, 
p. 84). That Methodism was particularly effective in rural districts was widely 
acknowledged by the other churches. See e.g. N.Z. Presbyterian Magazine, I, 
3 (March 1872), 65; The Yeoman (Wanganui), 20 October 1882, p. 9, Address 
by the Anglican Bishop of Dunedin. 

108 A Methodist congregation formed the basis of the Woodville Small Farm 
Association in 1876. See N.Z. Methodist Magazine, 16 July 1888, p. 7. 

10" AJHR, 1875, D-1A, p. 3. The New Zealand figures quoted show 31.7 per 
cent to have been under the age of 12. The corresponding Queensland figures 
represent only 22.6 per cent. 


